^•^'•"•''■-''^ 


>,  ^  -.tf- 


"^I'J^" 


\ 


m 


y^ 


^m 


C^,    L-TLoLj-e,  y. 


2^S:^  . 


J  -Tub-vc-wc^ 


J  aL,vv-oA_ai_>r- 


<^..    i«[\5 


jBy  Wttliaf6  C.  Carney,  of  Cambridge, 
r  the  payment  to  each  blind  person  in 
le  commonwealth,  whose  income  does 
)t  exceed  $650  per  annum,  of  such  sum, 
Dt  exceeding-  $6  a  week,  as  will  enable 
r.-h  '^erson  to  procure  a  suitable  ;?ulde. 


BQsi:ovu,  7n.^ss. 
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By  Senator  Bagley  of  I  In  liljrWrTi^  " 
vide  a  pension  for  any  bHrrd  pii^n  who 
IS  more  than  25  years  old  and  who  is 
earning  less  than  $300  a  year. 


Bostow,    VV\ 
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In  addition,  bills  were  filed:  f  B 

To  provide  pensions  for_bUn^Deigortff 

more  than  25  years  of  age'^lfflRPfSramg 

less  than  $300  a  year. 
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FITTING  THE  BLIND 


FOR  SELF-SUPPORT 


B.T  FRPn^KRIC  J.  HASKIX. 

LSp<Hjial  CorrwsponcJenoo  of  The  Union.] 
t  One  ot  the  most  practical  philan- 
thropies now  being-  developed  is  that 
of  pr*>paring  the  adult  blind  for  finan- 
cial independeiioe.  The  -schools  for  the 
blind  have  been  chiefly  for  the  educa- 
'tion  of  blind  children.  The  blind  adult 
received  little  attention.  Until  within 
a  few  years  past  it,  was  tacitly  under- 
stood that  a  blind  person  must  of  ne- 
cessity be  a  public  charge,  unable  t«> 
■  do  any  work  of  real  value  to  the  com- 
?|munity  ajid  therefore  incapable  of  be- 
coming self-supporting  in  the  tru  ^ 
sense  of  the  word.  Such  a  theory  is  no 
Jonger  held  by  those  who  are  most  in 
jtouch  with  the  work  being  done  by  the 
ttjlind.  It  has  been  practlct.ll>-  rlisprov.;.<ei 
'^y  the  development  of  industrial  con- 
-Wtions,  in  which  blind  persons  are  .'i0t 
iohly  completely  self-supporting,  but  are 
;able  to  materially  contribute  to  the 
support  of  others. 

Since  fully  three  fourths  of  the  blind 
persons  in  this  country  lose  their  sight 
after  school  age,  the  problerh  of  pro- 
.Viding  them  with  employment  is  more 
feomplex  than  is  that  of  dealing  with  i 
phose  who  have  been  blind  from  in- 
fancy and  have  therefore  been  educated 
^ith  reference  to  their  physical  lack, 
^et  plans  by  which  the  adult  blind 
Shall  be  made  self-supporting  are  be- 
«Big  so  well  perfected  in  man\-  places 
that  large  numbers  of  blind  men  and 
jt^omen  are  taking  their  places  in- 
MQUstrially,  side  by  side  with  seeiiig- 
workers. 

The  Massachusetts  Commission  for 
the  Bii-Tid  has  divided  its  adult  charges 
into  U\o  classes,  those  who  have  had 
defective  sight  from  birth  and  tho.se 
whoso  vision  failed  during  the  indus- 
trial period.  It*  would  seem  that  the 
latter  class  feel  their  loss  more  than 
these  who  have  never  had  good  sight 
but  they  have  usually  had  the  ad- 
vantau'o  of  urdiuarx-  school  training", 
and  also  the  training  of  the  years  in 
which  they  worked.  Their  greatest 
hardship     seems     to     come     from     the 


fTiation  that  Io?s  of  vision  usually 
means  loss  of  earning  power.  If  this 
can  be  prevented  their  keenest  suffer- 
ing is  overcome,  A  man  under  the 
observation  of  the  Massachusetts  com- 
mission had  worked  as  an  engineer 
until  he  lost  his  sight  at  the  age  of  27 
years.  He  was  idle  for  seven  years, 
his  courage  as  well  as  his  vision  hay- 
ing failed  him.  The  commission  se- 
cured him  a  situation  as  furnace  tender 
and  janitor  of  a  building,  and  for  five 
years  he  has  been  doing  the  work  of 
a  seeing  person  because  his  present 
employment  is  practically  a  modillca- 
tion  of  his  old  work.  He  has  been  able 
to  adapt  himself  to  the  difference  in 
methods  forced  upon  him  by  the  loss 
of   sight. 

The  old  way  of  providing  for  blind 
people  is  to  place  them  in  institutiojis 
in  which  certain  ro.«tricted  industries 
were  criven  them  under  conditions 
which  differentiated  tliem  in  every  way 
from  people  with  normal  vision.  The 
modern  method  recognizes  the  limita- 
tions of  the  blind  man  but  believes  it 
aids  him  most  effectually  by  keeping 
him  with  seei.ng  people  and  providing 
him  with  employment  in  whicli  his  dis- 
ability will  not  prove  too  serious  a 
handicap  In  industrial  competition.  It 
is  frequently  found  that  the  lowered 
sense  of  sight  gives  added  keenness  in 
some  of  the  other  senses,  especially  in 
touch  and  hearing. 

•  The  Massachusetts  commission 
•maintains  a  number  of  industrial  shops 
in  several  towns  exclusively  for  the 
employment  of  blind  adults.  It  is  the 
policy  of  the  commission,  whenever 
feasible,  to  have  the  men  board  in  the 
families  of  seeing  workmen  and  to  live 
^ias  nearly  ^lormal  lives  as  possible.  The 
isuccess  with  which  this  plan  is  meet- 
ing is  indicative  of  its  practical  value, 
rjnstead  of  being  housed  with  others 
-equally  unfortunate,  the  blind  man 
learns  rapidly  to  lessen  his  handicap 
by  con.stanL  association  with  seeing 
perso.ns.  He  is  paid  regular  wages, 
which  in  most  cases  render  him  fulJy 
self-supporting,  so  that  he  is  not 
humiliated  by  any  sense  of  dependence. 
The  same  plan  is  being  worked  out 
j  In  a  number  of  other  States.  In  Penn- 
(Sylvania  the  sum  of  S18,145.71  was  pale, 
■out  last  year  for  work  performed  by 
I  blind  persojis  at  regular  wage  rates. 
This  money  was  earned  by  shop  work, 
piano  tuning,  commissions  on  piai";'! 
sales,  commissions  on  broom  sales,  and 
a  little  miscellaneous  employment.  A 
great  impetus  in  the  work  of  making 
the  adult  blind  men  in  PeJinsylvanfa 
self-supporting  is  due  to  the' personal 
efforts  of  Labori  Dalfino  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  lost  his  sight  after  roMching 
manhood.  He  has  been  able  not  o-nl>' 
tto  overcome  his  own  handicap  but  to 
^elp  hundreds  of  other  blind  men  to  in- 
dependence.     His   idea  is   that   a  bliJid 
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COMMITTEE  HEARINGS 

FOR  TOMORROW 

SQCIAi,   WELFARE— Room    446 
Recommendations  of  annual  report  of  Mas- 
sachusetts   Commission     for    Blind    (H. 
44)— 

(a)  (H.  45)  report  on  special  care  of  blind, 

etc 10.80 

(b)  (H.    46)    investigation,     etc.,     as     to 

persons    with    defective    eyesight...    10.30 

(c)  (H.    47)   for   defective  eyesight  classes 

in   certain    cities 10.30 

P.  (H.  157)  that  Boston  Municipal  Court 
have  medical  service  in  criminal  busi- 
ness         10.30 

P.    (S.   137)    for  pensions  for  nedy   blind...    10.30 


PuttsVLeld/,  yyUa^ss.,   Sa.<^l^ 


EXPOSITIJON 


The  Massachusetts  commission  f  jr 
the  blind  is  to  have  photographs  taken  of 
the  workshop  for  the  blind  iu  this  city, 
showin?  the  work  that  is  being  done 
there.  These  photographs  will  be  used  in 
connection  with  an  exhibit  to  be  con- 
ducted by  the  commission  at  the  Panama 
exposition  in  San  Francisco.         ^,^ 


Bosi^O-v^,    >YVa^SS 


yV^ornuw<r    Glabg^. 
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Social  Welfare— Bills  authorizing  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  £i»aA 
to  establish  defective  eye-sight  classes 
in  such  cities  as  it  sees  fit,  and  appro- 
priate $2500  for  an  investigation  and  as- 
sistance by  the  commission  with  respect 
to  persons  with  defective  eyesight. 


H  J  ■■.  xy  Q  K>  <>  ■     ^  ^  '>-  ^ 
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L    BLINIX. 


Douendence  of  4026  Reported  at  Legid- 
'    iaiive  Hearing-  Before  Committee 
on   Social  Welfare. 

Tiiat  there  are  4026  blind  persons  in 
this  state  presentjnc  problems  of  em- 
ployment or  rf  lief,  733  others  who  have 
had  training  in  school.  549  others  in 
alm&houscs,  are  facts  brought  out  at 
the  hearing  before  the  legislative  com- 
mittee on  social  welfare  yesterday  on 
legislation  asked  for  by  the  Mai^sachu- 
sttts  commission   fci    the  blind. 

The  legislative  committee  on  eoiiisli- 
luiicnal  amendments  gare  a  hearing 
yesterday  to  the  petition  of  Amos  Wes- 
ton of  the  Boston  Good  Government 
association  for  an  amendment  to  the 
state  constitution  which  would  give  the 
l.«  gislature  power  to  regulate  or  pro- 
hibit the  display  of  advertising  signs, 
billboards  and  posters. 
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iWORK  NEEDED  FOR  BLIND. 


Dependence     of     4026     Reported     at 
Legislative    Hearing    —    War    Pre- 
paredness  Under   Discussion. 
That   there    are   4026    blind    persons    in 
this   State,   presenting  problems   of  em- 
ployment or  relief,  773  others  who  have 
haxi   training  in   school,    549   others   who 
have    had    home    teaching    and    several 
hundred  others  In  almshouses,  are  facts 
brought  out  at  the  hearing  beef  ore  the 
Legislative    Committee    on    Social    Wel- 
fare yesterday  on   legislation  asked  for 
by    the    Massachusetts    Commission    for 
the.  Bllnd,^ 
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BUND   PLEAD   FOR   PENSION 


Bill  Described  as  a  Humanitarian  Propo- 
sition to  Help  Those  Who  Cannot  Help 
Themselves 


Pleas  for  the  establishment  of  a  system 
for  pensioning  the  needy  blind  were  heard 
by  the  Committee  on  Social  Welfare.  Fifty 
•blind  assembled  in  the  committee  room, 
several  giving  their  personal  experiences  as 
reasons  why  persons  afflicted  by  loss  of 
sight  should  receive  help.  Senator  Bagley 
of  East  Boston,  who  conducted  the  hearing 
for  the  proponents,  said  that  the  bill  was 
a  humanitarian  proposition  intended  to  help 
those  who  could  not  help  themselves.  He 
thought  thart;  many  pensions  now  granted 
could  be  done  away  with,  contending  that 
it  was  an  outrage  to  pension  a  judge  who 
on  his  death  was  ahle  to  leave  an  estate 
valued  at  many  thousand  dollars.  The 
senator  cited  seven  States,  Including  New 
York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  which  pen- 
sion the  hlind. 

G.  W.  Jones,  representing  the  Blind  Be- 
nevolent Association,  said  that  the  passage 
of  the  bill  was  the  best  way  to  protect  the 
iState.  He  told  of  the  experiences  of  Ave 
men  with  whom  he  associated  as  a  boy 
whil,e  going  to  the  Perkins  Institution  forty 
years  ago.  Two,  although  strong  physi- 
cally, died  from  dire  want.  Another,  work- 
ing as  a  mattress  maker,  when  asked 
whether  he  earned  enough  to  ever  hope  to 
marry,  said  that  If  he  could  only  get 
enough  extra  to  enjoy  a  ten-cent  plug  of 
Wbacco  a  week  he  would  he  satisfied.  Mr. 
Jones  said  that  blind  men  employed  in  a 
shop  operated  in  South  Boston  by  the  Per- 
kins Institution  could  earn  not  more  than 
$30  a  month  and  to  do  this  had  to  work 
three  or  four  nights  a  week.  Another  blind 
witness  said  that  men  afflicted  by  loss  of! 
sight  were  tied  down  by  a  chain  that  was 
almost  slavery.  All  the  witnesses  thought 
the  fbill,  which  provides  that  the  counties 
give  needy  blind  $120  a  year,  would  be  a 
great  heneflt. 
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URGE  STATE  PENSIONS 
TO  CARE  FOR  BLIND 


Sightless  and  Others  Interested  in  Measure  Plead  Be- 
fore Committee  for  Favorable  Action  to 
Relieve  Needy  Ones. 

More  than  50  persons  of  varying  ages 
Afflicted  with  loss  of  sight,  and  many 
?thers  interested  in  their  problem, 
browded  one  of  the  committee  rooms  at 
the  State  House  today  and  made  an  im- 
pressive showing  in  favor  of  a  bill  to 
brovide  pensions  for  the  needy  blind. 
^  It  was  represented  to  the  committee 
that  there  are  In  this  state  some  700  or 
800  blind  persons  in  urgent  need  of  state 
assistance. 

The  bill  considered  today,  introduced 
on  petition  of  Senator  Bagley  of  East 
Boston,  provides  for  an  annual  pension 
of  $120  for  needy  blind  persns  who  are 
more  than  25  years  of  ago,  not  inmates 
of  any  charitable  or  penal  i^istitutlon, 
who  are  earning  less  than  $300  annually 
and  who  have  been  residents  of  the  state 
for  five  years.  The  bill  further  provides 
that  the  pensions  shall  be  paid  by  the 
counties  and  that  all  applicants  for 
such  shall  be  examined  "by  an  eye  doc- 
tor appointed  by  the  Governor,  one  in 
every  county.  ^ 

Senator  Bagley  declared  there  was 
greater  need  for  pensions  for  the  blind 
than  there  was  for  able-bodied  men  who 
had.  retired  from  the  service  of  the  state 
on  pensions  equal  to  from  one-half  to 
three-fourths  of  their  annual  salaries, 
and  then  gone  into  other  occupations. 
He  said  that  needy  blind  pension  acts 
were  in  existence  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio 
and  Illinois. 

After  Representatives  Good  of  Cam- 
bridge, Crowley  of  Plymouth  and  Giblin 
of  East  Boston  had  recorded  their  ap- 
proval of  the  measure,  Senator  Bagley 
presented  several  blind  speakers. 

B.    Hickey   of   East   Boston   suggested 


that  the  committee  strike  out  of  the  bill 
the  provision  requiring  applicants  for  I 
the  proposed  pension  to  be  earning  leas 
than  $300  annually  to  be  eligible.  He 
said  that  there  were  many  men  Avith 
families  earning  this  amount  who  were 
just  ar  much  in  need  of  assistance  as 
men  who  were  not  able  to  earn  as  much. 
He  stated  the  majority  of  blind  workers 
are  not  able  to  earn  $1  a  day.  He  said 
that  In  round  numbers  there  were  in 
this  state  about  4000  blind,  of  whom 
1000  Avere  in  institutions,  1000  under  21, 
and  700  or  800  who  would  come  under 
the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Urges  Direct  Relief. 

"Direct  monetary  relief  is  the  only  so- 
lution to  problem  of  relieving  the'  needy 
blind,"  he  said."  The  need  of  the  blind 
Is  greater  today  than  ever  before  be- 
cause of  the  general  industrial  depres- 
sion." 

G.  W.  Jones,  representing  the  Blind 
Men's  Benevolent  Association,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  Perkins  Institution 
40  years  ago,  said  he  was  able  to  earn 
a  comfortable  living,  but  wished  •  to 
Bpeak  for  those  of  his  class  who  were 
not.  He  told  the  stories  of  five  boys  who 
graduated  with  him.  Two,  able  and 
strong  to  work,  died  of  con.sumption 
through  want  and  the  struggle  for  exist-  ^ 
ence.  Another,  physically  weak,  is  aj 
drag  on  his  family,  members  of  which 
are  hardly  able  to  support  themselves. 

The  fourth  is  eking  out  a  piecarious^ 
existence  caning  chairs  and  repairing 
unmbrellas.  He  has  not  been  able  to  '■ 
save  any  money.  The  fifth  is  working 
as  a  mattress  maker  In  a  shop  of  the 
Perkin's  Institution  in  South  Boston, 
making  an  average  of  $25  a  month. 

"I  asked  this  man,"  said  Jones,  re- 
ferring to  the  fifth,  whether  he  thought 
he  would  ever  be  able  to  marry  and 
have  children.  He  laughed  and  told  me 
If  he  could  save  enough  money  to  have 
one  10- cent  piece  of  tobacco  a  week,  ha 
considered  himself  a  fortunate  and  hap- 
py man.  As  a  rule  he  has  to  make  two 
10-cent  pieces  last  him  for  three 
weeks."  , 

Timothy  J.  Donahue,  a  lawyer  who 
has  gone  totally  blind  three  times  in 
his  life,  and  who  now  manages  to  see  a 
bit,  strongly  urged  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  as  did  John  Gillespie  of  East  Bos-  ' 
ton,  a  former  machinist,  rendered  blind 
by  an   explosion. 
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For  Counties  to  Pay  Eadi 

BUmUerson  $120  a  Year 

Nearly'^ioo  blind  persons,  with  tlie 
aid  of  guides,  attended  the  hearing- 
held  on  petition  of  Senator  Edward 
C.  R.  Bagle/  of  Boston,  which  would 
provide  an 'antiual  benefit  of  $120  for 
each  blind  .4>efsoh  in  the  State,  over 
25  years  old,  \i^t  an  inmate  of  a 
charitable  or  pj^nal  institution,  •  to  be 
granted  him  b^r  the  county  in  which 
he  "lives,  if  he  iias  resided  five  years 
in   the    Commonwealth. 

♦•Petitioner  Bagley  declared  that  five 
States  are  ahead  of  Massachusetts  in 
securing  pensions  for  the  blind — New 
York,  "Kentuc ley,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio 
and  Illinois. 

Rep.  (jiblin  of  East  Boston  assert- 
ed that  there  are  many  pensions  given 
by  the  State  that  could  be  "cut  out," 
but  that  this  proposed  small  pension 
for    needy    blind    is    most    essential. 

After  studying  conditions  of  the 
blind  not  only  here  but  in  Illinois 
for  four  years,  Burt  Hickey  of  East 
Boston,  himself  totally  blind,  ap- 
peared to  strongly  urge  the  bill.  He 
expressed  his  conviction  that  direct^ 
monetary  relief  had  worked  finely  ia 
actual  practise  in' Chicago  and  said 
that  there  are  about  1000  blind  per- 
sons in  this  State  who  would  benefit 
if  the   bill  becomes  a  law. 


JaL^^-wfovu,  yY\du'is.,  Her<3c.LcL-Tleurs 


TO  AID  THE  BLIND.      ' 

Al  the  hearing  before  fliy  L'I?t'islative 
Committe-e  on  Social  Welfare,  on  Sena- 
tor Bagley's  petition  for  legisl-ation 
providing  a-n  annual  benefit  of  $125  for 
•iach  blind  person  in  the  State  above  25 
years  of  age  not  an  inmate  of  a  chari- 
tani<3  and  penal  institution,  there  were 
100  bli-nd  people  in  attendance.  The 
mCrTsura  also  provides,  that  the  benefit 
he  granted  from  the  county  in  whie}i| 
the  person  resides,  and  that  a  person 
must  have  resided  in  the  Sfate  five 
y;ars  to  be  eligible  Many  memberri  of 
the  Leg'islature  and  other  prominent 
men  epoke  in  favor  of  the  measure. 
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More  than  50  persons  of  varying 
ages  afflicted  with  loss  of  aight,  and 
many  others  interested  in  their  prob- 
lem, crowded  one  of  the  committee 
rooms  at  the  state  bouse  yesterday 
and  made  an  impressive  showing  inj 
favor  of  a  bill  to  provide  pensions 
for  the  needy  blind. 

It  was  represented  to  the  com-i 
mittee  that  there  are  in  this  statej 
some  700  or  800  blind  persons  in 
urgent  need  of  state  assistance. 

The  bill  considered,  introduced  on 
petition  of  Sen.  Bagley  of  East 
Boston,  provides  for  an  annual  pen- 
sion of  $120  for  needy  blind  persons 
who  are  more  than  25  years  of  age, 
IMI^ 'inmates  of  any  charitable  or 
penal  institution,  who  ^re  earhihg 
4iiftr  than  $300  annually  and  who 
have  been  residents  of  the  state  for 
five  years.  The  bill  further  provides 
that  the  pensions  shall  be  paid  by 
the  counties  and  that  all  applicants 
for  such  shall  be  examined  by  an  eye 
doctor  appointed  by  the  governor, 
one  in  every  county. 


SsuLewv^,   VVLsuSS.-,  VVe^NAT 


S- 


%.  1^15. 


Boston,  Feb.  1. — Nearly  100  blind 
persons  with  the  aid  of  guides,  at- 
tended the  hearing  held  on  petition 
of  Edward  C.  R.  Bagley,  which  would 
provide  an  annual  benefit  of  $120  for 
eaoh   blind   person    In    the   state   over 


25  years  old,  not  an  inmate  of  a  chari- 
table or  penal  institution,  to  be 
granted  him  by  the  county  in  which 
he  resides,  if  he  has  resided  five 
years  in  the  state.  Bagley  declared 
that  five  states  are  ahead  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  securing  pensions  for  the 
blind,  New  York,  Kentucky,  Penfiyl- 
vania,   Ohio  and  Illinois. 

Representative  Giblin  of  East  Boston 
said  that  there  are  many  pensions 
given  by  the  state  that  could  be  "cut 
out"  but  that  this  proposed  small 
pension  for  needy  blind  is  most  es- 
sential.   .».^ Mmi»iiiiiiiri>weai 
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URGE  PENSIONS 
FOR  THE  BLIND 


Many  Advocate  Measure  Before 
Committee— Other  Hear- 
ings at  State  House. 


More  than  50  persons  of  varying  agea 
afflicted  with  loss  of  sight,  and  many 
others  interested  in  their  problem, 
crowded  on^  of  the  committee  rooms  at 
the  State  House  yesterday  and  made  an 
impressive  showing  in  favor  of  a  bill  to 
provide  pensions  for  the  needy   blind. 

It  was  represented  to  the  committee 
that  there  are  in  this  state  some  700  or 
son  blind  persons  in  urgent  need  of  state 
assistance. 

The  bill  considered,  introduced  on 
petition  of  Senator  Bagley  of  East  Bos- 
ton, provides  for  an  annual  pension 
of  $120  for  needy  blind  persons  wlio  are 
more  than  25  years  of  age,  not  inmates 
of  any  charitable  or  penal  institution, 
who  are  earning  less  than  $300  annually 
and  who  have  been  residents  of  the  state 
for  five  years.  The  bill  further  provides 
that  the  pensions  shall  be  paid  by  the 
counties  and  that  all  applicants  for 
such  shall  be  examined  by  an  eye  doc- 
tor appointed  by  the  Governor,  one  in 
every  county. 


. ./ 


Senatox*  Bagley  declared  tliere  was 
greater  need  for  pensions  for  the  blind 
than  there  was  for  able-bodied  men  who 
had  retired  from  the  service  of  the  state 
on  pensions  equal  to  from  one-half  to 
three-fourths  of  their  annual  salaries,' 
and   then   gone   into   othe'r   occupations. 

G.  W.  Jones,  representing  the  Blind] 
Men's  Benevolent  Association,  who  wasi 
graduated  from  the  P^i-kins  Institution! 
40  years  ago,  said  fit,  was  able  to  earn! 
a  comfortable  living,  liut  wished  to 
(speak  for  those  of  his  class  who  were! 
not.  Ifle  told  the  stories  of  five  boys  who 
graduated  with  him.  Two,  able  and 
strong  to  work,  died  of  consumption! 
through  want  and  the  strujrgle  for  exist- 
ence. Another,  p'hysically  weak,  is  a 
drag  on  his  family,  members  of  which 
are  hardly  able  to  support  themselves. 

The  fourth  is  eking  out  a  precarious 
existence  caning  chairs  and  repairing 
umbrellas.  He  has  not  been  able  to 
save  any  money.  The  fifth  is  working 
AS  a  mattress  maker  in  a  shop  of  the 
Perkins  Institution  in  South  Boston, 
makJoS.  JJi^verage  of  $2S  a  month. 
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HELPING  THE   BUND 


Om 


I   The  bills  before  the   two  branches  of 
the  State  Legislatui-e  for  pensioning  the 
needy  blind,  if  passed,  would  be  steps  in 
the  right  direction.     But  would  they  be 
adequate?    Do  not  the  blind  need  some- 
thing beside  money?    To  be  sure,  a  pen- 
sion will  serve   to   keep   body   and  soul 
together,  but  something  more  is  needed) 
tvhen  attempting,  to  provide  for  these  un-i 
fortunates.      There    should    perhaps*  be' 
■some  sort  of  a  social  center,  and  somej 
place    where    the    blind    can    be   trained 
to  earn   a   part,   at  least,   of  their  own  j 
Jiving.     Perhaps  if  the  State  subsidized  1 
&  few  institutions  which  were  carried  on  j 
to  train  the  blind  in  occupational  work,  1 
there  would  be  no  greater  expense,  and 
life    would    be    made    happier    for    the 
needy  blind.     If  they  can  b^e  taught  to 
produce  something,  and  then  if  they  can 
have  the  time  and  a  place  in  which  to 
discuss,  with  othei's  of  their  kind,  mat- 
ters of  common  interest,  it  is  very  prob- 
able that  their  existence  might  be  made 
happier  than  by  merely  giving  them  an 
occasional  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
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1^  Xearly  100  blind  persons  with  the 
lid  of  guides,  attended  the  hearing 
fi^iven  by  the  social  welfare  committee 
.on  a  bill  which  would  provide  an  annu- 
al benefit  of  .$120  for  each  blind  person 
^in  the  state,  over  25  years  of  age,  not 
Jan  i'iimate  of  a  charitable  or  penal  in- 
stitution, to  be  granted  by  the  county 
in  which  he  lives,  if  he  has  resided  five 
,^ears  in  the  Commonwealth.  Senator 
|jpd\vard  Bagley  of  East  Boston,  the 
•petitioner,  declared  that  five  states  are 
ahead  of  Massachusetts  in  securing 
pensions  for  the  ^^i^^^^^w  York,  Ken- 
tuckey,  Pennsylvania.  Ohio  and  Ilili- 
nois.  ^^ 
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100    BUND    PEOPLE    AT    HEARING 
"***   '  "  T>N     ANNUITIES; 


There  were  100  blind  people  at  the 
hearing  before  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee on  Social  Welfare,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Senator  Bagley  for  legisla- 
tion which  would  provide  an  annual 
benefit  of  $120  for  each  blind  per- 
son in  the  State  over  25  years  of 
age,  not  an  inmate  of  a  charitable 
or  penal  institution.  The  measure 
further  provides  that  the  benefit  be 
granted  by  the  county  in  which  the 
beneficiary  resides,  and  that  in  or- 
der to  be  eligible  the  person  shall 
have  resided  in  the  State  at  least 
five  years. 

Among  the  proponents  were  C.  R. 
Bagley,  Repcesentative  John  P.  Good 
of  Cambridge,  i  Representative  John 
T.  Orowley  of  Abington,  Burt  Hick- 
ey  of  East  Boston,  G.  W.  Jones,  rep- 
resenting  the  Blind  Men's  Benefit  As- 


.*!. 


sociation;  John  Gillespie  of  East 
Boston,  a  former  bicycle  racer;  Tim- 
othy J.  Donahue,  a  blind  lawyer; 
Representative  Lewis  R.  Sullivan  of 
Boston  and  Representative  Arthur  W. 
Barker  of  Lynn. 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  9,  1915 


NO  RECOURSE  TO  BLUE  LAWS 


I 


Committee  Reports  Against  Bill  to  Pro- 
hibit Smoking  in  Public  Places 

Recourse  to  the  old  blue  laws  does  not 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  Committee 
on  Legal  Affairs.  This  was  shown  by  the 
committee's  unanimous  report,  filed  with 
the  House  this  afternoon,  against  the  pe- 
tition of  Fremont  L.  Pugsley  and  others 
to  prohibit  smoking  in  public  places. 

The  needy  blind  of  Massachusetts  were 
given  some  encouragement  by  the  report 
6f  the  Committee  on  Social  Welfare  favor- 
ing an  investigation  of  the  subject  of  spe- 
cial care  or  relief  for  the  blind  inadequate- 
ly provided  for  at  present.  The  committee 
reported  adverstely  on  the  petition  of  Sena- 
tor Bagley  providing  pensions  for  the  blind 
who  need  assistance.  Leave  to  withdraw 
was  reported  on  two  intoxicant  bills,  one 
to  release  persons  arrested  for  drunkenness 
and  the  other  to  place  on  probation  persons 
convicted  of  a  misdemeanor,  or  of  a  first, 
second  or  third  offence  for  drunkenness,  if 
such  action  is  recommended  by  the  proba- 
tion officer. 

Public  Service  reported  the  bill  of  Robert 
Robinson  to  prohibit  salaried  State  officers 
from  participating  in  political  caucuses  and 
conventions  and  from  being  members  of 
rJolitical  committees.  The  report  was  un- 
animous. 

The  bill  of  W.  H.  "White  to  authorize 
Stoneham  to  incur  indebtedness  not  ex- 
ceeding $30,000  for  water-supply  purposes 
was  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Munici- 
pal  Finance. 

Taxation  reported  against  the  petition 
of  Samuel  C.  Fuller  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  unpaid  taxes  by  the  sale  or  taking 
of  land. 


^■Lo 


W\.:^t.. 


:s 


Nftj  RECOURSE  TO  BLUE  LAWS 

Committee  Reports  Against  Bill  to  Pro- 

^  hibit  Smoking  in  Public  Places 

\  \ 

R^ourse  to  the   old  blue  laws   does   not 

receive   the   approbation  of  the  Committee 

on  Legal  Affairs.     This  was  shown  by  thej 

committee's    unanimous    report,    filed    with| 

the   House   this   afternoon,   against   the   pe'-<* 

tltion   of    Fremont   L.    Pugsley   and    others' 

.to  prohibit  smoking  in  public  places. 

The  needy  blind  of  Massachusetts  were 
given  some  *eiTPT5TrrSFgtmient  by  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Social  Welfare  favor- 
ing an  investigation  of  the  subject  of  spe- 
cial care  or  relief  for  the  blind  inadequate- 
ly provided  for  at  present.  The  committee 
reported  adversely  on  the  petition  of  Sena- 
tor Bagley  providing  pensions  for  the  blind 
who  need  assistance.  Leave  to  withdraw 
■was  reported  on  two  intoxicant  bills,  one 
to  release  persons  arrested  for  drunkenness 
and  the  other  to  place  on  probation  persons 
convicted  of  a  misdemeanor,  or  of  a  first, 
second  or  third  offence  for  drunkenness,  ifj 
such  action  is  recommended  by  the  proba- 
tion officer. 

Public  Service  reported  the  bill  of  Robert 
Robinson  to  ttrohibit  salaried  State  officers 
from  participating  in  political  caucuses  and 
conventions    and    from    being    members    of 

animous.  "^ 
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Social  Welfare  reported  a  resolve  author- 
Izlnz  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  and  the 
Board  of  Charity  to  report  on  the  care  and 
relief  of  the  ^ind  not_^at  present  cared  for. 

Adverse  repoWS^^J^fre  made  on  pensions 
for  the  blind,  prohibiting  smoking  in  public 
places,  reducing  the  time  during  which 
shops  may  be  kept  open  on  Sundays,  and 
extending  probation  to  third  offence  drunk- 
enness cases. 
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•"^nd    Bi.'ls  TW|l'Sff«d   to    Pay    Bills    InS 
cured    in    Cattle    Epidemic. 

State  House.  Boston,  Feb.  9. — Ad- 
verse reports  have  been  filed  on  the 
following  bills   in  the  legislature: 

To  regulate  the  collection  by  sale 
or  taking  of  lands  for  unpaid  taxes; 
permitting  the  release  of  persons  ar- 
rested for  drunkenness  who  admit  the 
offence,  permitting  the  placing  on  pro- 
bation of  persons  convicted  of  a  first, 
second  or  third  offence  of  drunken- 
ness; to  prohibit  smoking  in  public 
places;  to  provide  pensions  for  the 
needy  blind^yjlB  to  reduce  the  time 
during.'-w  tmAi  shops  and  warehouses 
may  be  kept  open  on  the  Lord  s  day. 


S'^^ly^^U^lcL  ,  WVauSS.,  iXvuuOjYv^^ 


# 


\'e^lo^^^^xy    10  "    )^\^. 


tcial  welfare— A  resolve  authonztig 
Commission  for  the  Blind  and  the 
e  Board  of  ChariUfW  tmm  a  i« 
port  upon  the  care  and  relief  of  the 
blind  of  ih©  Commonwealth  who  are 
Inot  at  present  cared  for. 
'  Adverse  reports  have  been  filed  on 
the  following  bills: 

To  regulate  the  collection  by  sale  or 
taking  of  lands  for  unpaid  taxes;  per- 
mitting the  release  of  persons  arrested 
for  drunkenness  who  admit  the  offense; 
permitting  the  placing  on  probation  of 
per.'^ons  convicted  of  a  first,  second  or 
third  offenpe  of  drvmkenness:  to  prohi- 
bit smoking  in  public  places;  to  pro- 
m^  pensions  for  the  needy  blind,  and 
to  reduce  the  time  duHng  which  shops 
and  w^arehouses  may  be  kept  open  on 
the  Lord's  day. 
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an  unusual  till  before  them  based  on  the 
petition  of  two  blind  men  to  require  cities 

person  who  cannot  safely  cross  the  streets 
without  assistance  and  whose  income  does 
not  exceed  $650  a  year  such  a  sum  of 
money  as  will  procure  for  such  blind  per- 
son a  suitable  guide,  "because  automobiles 
have  rendered  the  streets  unsafe."  The 
committee  are  consulting  the  Commission 
tfor  the  Blind  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
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The  Roads  and  Bridges  Committee  have" 
an  unusual  bill  before  them  based  on  the 
petition  of  two  blind  men  to  require  cities 
of  the  Commonwealth  to  pay  each  bUfiO* 
person  who  cannot  safely  cross  the  streets 
without  assistancf-  and  whose  income  does 
not  exceed  $650  a  j'ear  such  a  sum  of 
money  as  will  procure  for  such  blind  per- 
son a  suitable  guide,  "because  automobiles 
have  rendered  the  streets  unsafe."  The 
cotnrMttee  are  consulting  the  Commission 
for  the  Blin44fi«tft*)a^i'd  to  the  matter. 
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Boston,  Feb.  12. — ^The  Roads  and 
Bridges  committee  of  the  legislature 
has  an  unusual  bill  before  it, 
based  on  the  petition  of  two  blind 
men  to  require  cities  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  pay  each  blind  person  who 
cannot  safely  cross  iiiii  iu<»eets  with- 
out assistance,  and  whose  income 
does  not  exceed  $650  a  year  such  a 
sum  of  money  as  will  procure  for 
such  blind  person  a  suitable  guide, 
"because  automobiles  have  rendered 
the  streets  unsafe."  The  committee 
is  consulting  the  Commission  for  the 
Blind  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
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WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  3,  1915 


WAYS  AND  MEANS   (HOUSE)— Room   147 

Bill  to  reimburse  the  town  of  Sturbrldge  for 
money  expended  In  the  transportation  of 
certain  pupils.      (H.   668.) 10.30 

Resolve  providing  for  additional  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Board  of  Education  on 
the  support  of  public  schools.     (H.   1603.).    10.30 

Resolve  providing  for  investigation  and  as- 
sistance by  the  Massachusetts  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind  with  respect  to  persons 
with  defective  eyesight.      (H.   46.) 10.30 

Resolve  providing  for  a  report  by  the  Board 
of  Education  relative  to  the  use  of  text- 
books in  the  public  schools.     (H.  292.) 10.30 

Resolve  providing  for  a  report  relative  to 
the  special  care  or  relief  of  blind  persons 
for  whom  adequate  provision  has  not  been 
made.     (H.   45.) 10.30 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  for  the  Blind  to  establish  de- 
fective eyesight  classes  in  certain  cities. 
(H.  47.) 10.30 
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Senator  Ed-ward  c:.  U.  Bagley  of  Ea.st 
Boston  moved  substitution  of  his  bill 
to  g^rant  pensions  to  the  needy  bhnl 
for  the  adverse  report  of  a  committee. 
Senator  George  H.  Ellis  of  Newton  op- 
posed the  motion,  saying  that  what  the 
blind  want  is  work  and  Ihat  the  com- 
mission on  the  hjliMtiii»n-tr:'in.~  to  g:iv<» 
them.  He  acknoAvledgfid  that  they  had 
not  succeeded  as  well  as  they  had 
hoped.  Substitution  was  refused,  6  to 
12.  and  the  adverse  report  was  ac- 
cepted. 
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IN    BEHALF    OF    THE    pti 


An  exhibition  and  sale  of  work  by 
the  blind  that  Is  certain  to  prove  in- 
teresting- and  remunerative  to  those 
who  attend  will  be  held  at  the  Wo- 
man's Club  building,  524  Walnut 
street,  Saturday,  March  27,  from  1  to 
6  p.  m.  The  public  has  been  cordially 
invited  to  attend,  and  while  those  who 
purchase  will  profit  most,  as  an  ex- 
hibition alone  the  affair  will  be  un- 
usually  interesting. 

Included  in  the  list  of  articles  to  be 
placed  on  exhibit  and  sale  are  hand 
woven  art  fabrics  and  rugs,  knitted 
goods,  marhine  and  hand-sew-zd 
housekeepers'  supplies,  baskets, 

brooms,  Wundermops  and  novelties 
for  Easter. 


Fa^Ul  "R,lx/^r.   VYlav,S5..   G>Ub€/ 


There  will  be  an  exhibition  of  work 
by  the  bUjui^ityjiafrow  afternoon  from 
1  to  6  o'clock,"  in  the  Woman's  club 
building,    524    Walnut   street.  These 

articles  include  hand-woven  arts, 
fabrics  and  rugs,  knitted  goods,  ma- 
chine and  hand-sewed  housekeepers' 
supplies,  baskets,  brooms  and  Wunder 
mops.  These  articles  will  be  offered 
for  sale,  but  the  public  is  invited  to 
call  and  see  the  exhibition  whether 
there  is  any  intention  of  buying  or 
2iot.  , 
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The  annual  exhibition  and  sale  ol 
the  work  of  the  blind  is  being  held  at 
the'Womans  Club,  524  Walnut  street, 
this  afternoon  from  1  o'clock  until  6. 
The  exhibition  is  being"  ht^ld  under  the 
Auspices  of  the  Civic  department  of 
the  club  and  two  women  sent  down  by 
the  Massachusetts'  Commission  have 
charg-e  of  the  sale  of  articles.  The  pub- 
lic is  urg-ed  to  visit  the  exhibition  if 
only  to  look  at  the  wonderful  products 
from  the  hands  of  the  blind  people  of 
the  state.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  com- 
mission that  the  articles  be  purchased 
not  because  of  pity  to  the  blind,  but 
becjiuse  the  articles  merit  purchase. 

Miss  Florence  Cummings,  who  has 
charge  of  the  salesroom  for  the  work 
of  the  blind  on  Piark  street,  Boston, 
has  charge  of  the  knitted  articles  and 
housekeepers'  supplies  at  the  Club  sale 
Miss  H.  Frances  Lewis,  who  has 
charge  of  Woolsen  House  in  Cam- 
bridge, bp-s  charge  of  the  hand-woven 
and  embroidered     fabrics.  Woolsen 

House  is  used  for  a  boarding  place  for 
"blind  women,  and  the  government  has 
just  added  to  the  estate  a  brick  shop 
where  the  goods  are  sold. 

The  standard  set  for  the  work  of  the 
blind  people  is  very  high  and  the  work 
displayed  at  the  Woman's  Club  shows 
that  very  efficient  instruction  is  given 
these  blind  people.  The  hand-woven 
work  include  braided  rugs  which  are 
finished  so  they  are  the  same  on  both 
sides  and  there  are  no  rough  edges. 
Automobile  and  traveling  pillows, 
knitting  bags,  bureau  scarfs,  babies' 
bibs,  comb  p-nd  brush  bags  and  bags  of 
every  description     are     made  from  the 


fabrics  woven  on  the  Taoms  and  em- 
broidered beautifully  by  hand  and 
with  excellent  combination  of  colors. 
There  Is  nothing  amateurish  or  unfin- 
ished about  the  work  and  the  articles 
are  ,a  credit  to  anyone.  At  the  Wool- 
sen  House  there  live  people  from 
many  parts  of  the  state.  Orders  are 
taken  for  special  work  as  well  as  the 
regular  work  which  is  done.  The  chief 
work  done  there  is  the  vv^aving-  of 
rusrs,  weaving-  and  embroidering  ,  of 
fabrics  0,nd  caning  of  chairs.  Some 
Oriental  rugs  have  also  been  at- 
tempted with   great  success. 

The  knitted  goods  include  all  k'nds 
of  sweaters  and  piazza  jackets,  blan- 
kets, mittens,  gloves,  leggings,  face 
cloths  towels  and  scores  of  other  use- 
ful and  pretty  articles.  The  hand  and 
machine  sewed  articles  include  all 
kind-i  of  housekeeper's  sunplies  from 
dust  cloths  to  aprons.  In  fact  almost 
every  known  article  can  be  madp  by 
these  people  afflicted  with  blind-^ess 
and  the  work  is  wonderful  to  look  at. 
The  prices,  too,  are  very  reas^o^able 
and.  ill  all  events  a  vis't  to  the  club 
will  'oe  worth  while  just  o  get  an  idea 
of  the  work  which  these  people  are 
doin?-  all  over  the  state. 

Then  we  must  not  fcra-et  that  W'^ 
have  a  workshop  for  the  blind  in  oMr 
own  city  on  Borden  street.  Here  chairs 
are  caned,  all  kinds  of  house  rri'^pa 
madt  and  orders  are  taken  for  domes.- 
tic  and  housekeepers'  supplies.  It 
woulcT  be  well  for  the  house^^eeper  in 
need  of  any  of  these  things  to  place 
an  order  at  the  Borden  street  shop 
which  can  be  reached  by  telephone. 
Both  mei.  and  women  at  the  shop  on 
Borden  street  have  been  rece'v=n°r  in- 
struction and  make  very  fine  mops,  are 
experts  on  caning  chairs  and  havp 
turned  out  all  kinds  of  knitted  and 
housekeener's  supplies.  Among  t^e 
knitted  articles  displaved  at  the  clut 
are  some  made  by  Fall  River  gir's.  A 
visit  to  the  club  this  afternoon  is  sure 
to  awaken  interest  in  the  work  of  tho 
brniT  in  our  city. 

The  exhibition  is  being  given  under 
the  auspices  of  the  civic  department 
and  a  very  efficient  committee  ha« 
made  ararngements  for  the  sale  The 
committee  comprises:  Mrs.  Patrick 
Kieran.  cha'rman;  Mrs.  Harr'et  Brov- 
ton.  Mrs.  Simeon  B.  Cbase,  Mrs.  Ed- 
warc  B.  Jennings  and  Mrs.  Benjamin 
B.  Read. 

This  afternoon  in  addition  to  the 
.sale  -here  will  be  a  special  meeting  of 
the  club  followed  b^  ^.  social  session, 
Committees  from  each  department  will 
contribute  to  the  afternoon's  enter- 
tainment.    Tea  will  also  be  served. 
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LARQE  ATTENDANCE  AT 
EXHIBITION  BY  THe_SUSft 


The  annual  exhibition  and  salo  of 
the  work  -done  by  the  local  blind  peo- 
ple and  the  blind  people  throughout 
the  State  was  held  Saturday  afternoon 
at  the  Woman's  club  house  on  Walnut 
street.  The  Civic  department  and 
the  committee  on  blind  work  com- 
prising Mrs.  Patrick  Kieran,  chair- 
man; Miss  Harriet  Bray  ton,  Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin B.  Reed,  Mrs.  Edward  B.  Jen- 
nings and  Mrs,  Simeon  B.  Chase,  as- 
sisted Miss  Florence  Cummings  and 
Mi«s  H.  Frances  Lewis  of  Boston  dur- 
ing the  sale  and  exhibit. 

Hand  woven  art  fabrics,  ruga,  knit- 
ted wearing  apparel,  hand -braided 
rugs  and  a  variety  of  hand  and  ma- 
chine sewed  garments  v/ere  ncluded 
In  the  exhibit.  The  attendance  was 
large.  A  short  program  was  given  by- 
each   of  the   club   departments. 

At  3,  a  special  extra  nieetlng  was 
held  relative  to  the  club's  finances  and 
management. 

The  Hospitality  committee  com- 
prised Mrs.  George  L.  Richards,  Miss 
Alice  Bray  ton  Miss  Anne  Durfee  and 
Mrs.   Leeds  Burchard. 

Tea  was  served  under  the  .-^-uspicea 
of  the  Home  Economics  department, 
Mrs.  J.  Thayer  Lincoln  and  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward. S.   Adams  presiding  at  the     tea 
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READING  CliASS  FOR  BliIND. 


Meets   In   South   Church  -Wirlors   Sat-l 
urday  Afternoons. 

Through  the  activity  of  J.  N.  Marble 
of  1069  State  Street,  who  has  interested 
the  City  Library  authorities,  a  read- 
ing class  for  blind  persons  has  beon 
established,  which  will  meet  in  Souih 
Church  parlors  Saturday  afternoons  at 
o  o'clock.  The  first  meeting  took  place 
last  Saturday.  This  week  Atty.  Charles 
H.  Barrows  will  read  and  others  will 
do  this  duty  from  week  to  week.  Li- 
brarian H.  C,  Wellman  ha.s  become  in- 
terested and  is  lending  his  active  as- 
sistance.   The   class    has   started    with! 


fteven,  but  it  is  hoped  that  others  will 
^ake  advantage  &f  it. 

Measures  are  also  being  taken  to 
have  books  in  the  Braille  system  added 
to  the  library,  and  S.  B.  Griffin,  who 
is  a  trustee  of  the  Perkins  Institute 
for  the  Blind  in  Boston,  has  taken  up 
this  matter. 


■Lot,  Wla-gs.,    T^e^jvt^b  Luo^vu-. 


yy^. 


aut-o 


W  3i 


15 


KEADmG     CTASS      FOR      BLIND 


■  ■■  '  ■Vj.i-.  i..;,.<M> 

ESTABLISHED       IN       THIS       CITY 


Meetingrs  to  Be  Held  Saturday  After- 
noons in  Sonth  Chnrcb  for  Social 
and   Intellectnal  Advancement. 

A  reading  class  for, blind  people  in  this 
vicinity  has  been  established  through  the 
activity  of  J.  N.  Marble  of  1069  State 
street  and  meetings  will  be  held  Saturday 
afternoons  at  3  o'clock  in  the  parlors  of 
the  South  church.  The  first  meeting  was 
held  last  Saturday  and  this  week  Attorney 
Charles  H.  Barrows  will  read.  OHiers 
will  read  from  time  to  time  and  it  is 
planned  occasionally  to  have  lectures  on 
trips  abroad  and  questions  of  interest,  es- 
pecially current  events.  A  social  hour 
will  follow  each  meeting. 

At  the  first  meeting  there  were  seven 
present,  but  it  is  hoped  to  have  a  dozen 
present  every  meeting  once  they  get  well 
started.  Mr  Marble  said  yesterday  he 
estimated  there  were  at  least  15  in  this 
city  to  join  the  meetings  and  there  were 
two  or  three  in  Chicopee.  He  said  he 
v^anted  the  invitation  extended  to  all  in 
this  vicinity  and  could  assure  them  of  a^ 
hearty  welcome. 

Librarian  H.  C. '  Wellman  is  interested 
in  the  work  and  is  lending  valuable  as- 
sistance. Measures  are  being  taken  to  have 
books  in  the  American  Braille  system  add- 
ed to  the  library,  and  S.  B.  Griffin,  who 
is  a  trustee  of  the  Perkins  institute  for 
the  blind  in  Boston,  has  taken  the  matter 
up.  Mr  Marble,  who  started  the  move- 
ment, modestly  disclaims  any  credit  for 
the  work,  saying  that  the  plan  has  been 
carried  out  very  successfully  in  the  Lynn 
public  library  and  it  was  there  that  he 
-got  hJKi  idaii  II  ■       ■■■"!  ■ ■ 
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TtLLS '05  CLUB  0^      ^ 
WORK  Of  BUND 


The  l!)0o  C;ub  mtt  Friday  tvining  at 
Ihe  hoiiif^  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Goodwin.  The 
meelinp:  was  in  charge  of  the  Curreijl 
E7ents  committee,  Miss  Eoima  Mor  ili 
chairman.  j 

Miss  LoUa  S-  lUud  of  the  Mass,  Com-' 
mission  for  the  Blind  tafV  liiudiy  cocsentj 
ed  ti  talk  to  tfcrmu'io  on  the  work  of  the 
blind  women.  Misa  Kand  told  of  the 
commercial  value  of  the  w;rk  of  the  blind  I 
She  said  it  was  ntcessary  to  sell  2320-' 
articles  for  a  certain  biind  woni^n  lo 
■jiake  $15^^. 

Miss  Kand  showed  mnny  esamples  of  I 
-he  work  of  the  blind  such  as  bead  chaics, 
!ace  cloths,  farcy  bags,  aprocs  and  olh  r 
irtieles.  Following;  a  short  business 
neeting,  ths  hostess,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
V.lice  L>.  Potter    aud   iliss   Marion   Lane, 
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J. lie  reaaine  class  tor  the  blind  re- 
centty  established  could  not  hold  its  sec- 
ond meeting  in  South  church  yesterday 
afternoon  because  of  the  storm.  Charles 
H.  Barrows  was  to  have  been  the  reader 
yesterday.  J.  N.  Marble,  who  was  the 
prime  mover  in  establishing  the  class,  said 
yesterday  that  it  will  meet  Saturday  at  3 
o'clock  for  its  third  meeting.  It  is  planned 
to  hold  the  meetings  every  Saturday  at 
that  time.  .n,, ■ 
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BY  GOVERNOR  WALSH 

Providing  that  the  State  Tax  Commis- 
sioner, instead  of  local  assessors,  shall 
determine  the  amount  for  which  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  companies  shall  be 
assessed  upon  their  poles,  wires  and 
underground  conduits,  wires  and  pipes; 
relative  to  the  preparation  of  the  annual 
budget  in  cities;  authorizing  the  Treas- 
urer and  Receiver  General  to  transfer 
unexpended  appropriations  to  sinking 
funds;  compensating  Edward  K.  Tolman 
in  the  sum  of  $150  for  three  ballot  boxes 
delivered  in  1899  and  1901;  appropriating 
$27,X)00  for  the  New  Bedford  Textile 
School;  printing  2000  additional  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Board  of  Education  on 
the  support  of  public  schools;  appropri- 
ating $1500  for  an  investigation  and 
assistance  by  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
mission for  the  Blinxl,  with  respect  to 
persons  with  def««*H%  eyesight;  pro- 
viding for  an  investigation  by  the  State 
Forest  Commission  relative  to  establish- 
ing a  state  park  or  forestry  reservation 
at  Mount  Grace  in  Warwick. 


PL-ttsl'ieldl,  YVl^SS.,    ba^^le^. 


^ 


work  or  Massachusetts 
J  Commission  for  Blind 

iiperintendent  of  Workshops    Gives     Interesting    Address 

Before  Social  Workers— Detailed  History  of 

Local  Shop. 

Describing  in  detail  the  work  of  th«* 
:Massachusetts  Commission  lor  the 
Blind,  Charles  W.  Holmes,  superin- 
tendent of  A\orkshops  for  the  com- 
mission, last  evening  addresi^e^ 
members  of  the  ;:^ocial  Workers'  ^luL» 
in  the  offices  of  the  Associated  Chari- 
ties, 96  Fenn  street. 


J  The  meetinsr  was  atteiuled  by  a 
Irood  si25ed  audience  and  Mr.  Holmes' 
talk,  in  which  special  attention  was 
paid  to  the  local  workshop  on  Eagle 
•tree,,  was  listened  to  with  interest, 
S^r.   Holmes  said  in  substance: 

There  are  probably  tew  citizens  of 
lis  city  who  do  not  know  c^  ihe  ex- 
jtence  of  the  workshop  of  the  Massa- 
jlmsetts  (;'t>nimisj>ion  for  the  Blind  at 
Ka^le  sti'oet,  bnt  probably  there  are 
lauy  Avho  have  but  little  knowledge  of 
le  pnii^ose  and  method  of  operation  of 
iustitutiou. 

It  is  the  fundamental  plan  of  the  in^ 
iustrial  end  of  the  work  of  the  commis- 
sion to  assist  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
blind  men  and  women  of  the  .^tate  by 
furnishing  work  suitable  for  them  to 
perform,  under  special  conditions  when 
necessaiy.  and  among  other  methods  re- 
sorted to  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
end,  a  series  of  small  workshops  is 
maintained  throughout  the'  gtate,  known 
as  the  M.  C.  B,  shops,  of  which  the  one 
in  our  city  is  the  oldest.  In  these  shops 
the  principal  industries  are  mattress- 
makiug,  chair-seating  and  broom  manu- 
facture, and  it  is  the  co-incidence  that 
the  initial  letters  of  these  three  pro- 
cesses are  identical,  with  those  of  the 
name  of  the  ]Ma.ssachusetts  Commission 
for  the  Blind  that  has  led  to  the  naming 
of  the  chain  of  shops  M.  C.  B. 
MAIXTENANCK. 

The  workshop  for  the  blind,  as  the 
name  is  commonly  shortened,  is  main- 
tained out  of  state-appropriated  funds, 
the  commission  bearing  all  overhead 
charges,  and  general  maintenance  ex- 
penses, such  .as  rent,  trucking,  etc.  In 
this  way,  the  whole  custom  price  of 
the  work  done,  and  goods  produced  by 
the  workmen  is  available  as  wages  for 
the  latter,  and  thus,  while  competitive, 
prices  are  maintained,  a  much  higher' 
rate  of  wage  is  paid  the  men.  Such' 
higher  rate  is  made  necessary  because 
of  the  inevitably  slower  manual  opera- 
tions of  those  who  must  direct  the  op- 
eration &f  their  hands  by  the  sense  of 
touch  instead  of  that  of  sight.  In  spite 
of  this  assistance,  many  of  the  worK- 
men.  particularly  those  losing  sight  in! 
middle  life,  are  able  to  earn  only  very' 
meager  incomes. 

HISTOUY    OF    LO<?AL   SHOP. 

The  beginnings  of  the  present  Pitts- 
field  shop  date  back  to  the  early  years 
of  the  century,  when  the  Berkshire 
branch  of  the  Massachusetts  Association 
for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Adult  Blind  fostered  and  promoted  a 
little  shop  in  the  Bay  State  building  on 
Fenn  street,  where  a  small  group  of 
blind  workmen  were  similarly  engaged. 

One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  com- 
mission for  the  blind,  after  its  creation 
in  1906,  was  to  take  over  from  the  as- 


sociatioD  the  industrial  operations  which 
had  bi^Gn  begun  earlier,  including  that 
or  the  Berkshire  .branch  in  this  city  and 
since  September  of  that  year  the  insti- 
tnticu  has  been  known  as  the  -workshop 
of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  ^  f or 
the  Blind.  It  was  removed  from  PVjiu 
street  to  24-26  Dunham  street,  which 
w;is  occupied  until  the  erection  of  the 
new  po&t  office  building,  which  sent 
rent«  up  to  a  prohibitive  figure,  and  ne- 
cessitated another  inoTe,  to  the  present 
location  in  the  Miller  building,  at  W 
Eacrle  street. 

Tlie  shop  has  always  had  as  its  Avork- 
ingr  head  a  blind  foreman,  and  also  em- 
ployed a  man  with  sight  to  keep  the 
accounts  and  do  the  clerical  work,  the 
apportionment  of  responsibility  for  the' 
business  ulfaira  of  the  shop  betweea 
these  two  agents  varying  with  the  com- 
bination in  charge  at  different  periods 
At  present  the  shoo  is  under  the  im- 
mediate local  management  of  Henry 
Wills,  managing  foreman,  who  is  assist- 
ed by  Attorney  Xelson  .-i.  Foot. 

Mr.  Wills  is  an  exceptional  blind  man, 
whom  the  commission  is  fortunate  in 
being  aijle  to  retain  in  local  charge  of 
tnc  shop. 

Aiihough  for  many  years  be  led  an 
active  and  useful  life  as  a  man  with 
sigrhr.  and  has  been  without  it  for  a 
comparatively  short  time,  he  has  be- 
come wonderfully  competout  as  a  ;blind 
workman,  and  has  carried  over  into  hia 
ne^^•  condition  of  life  the  executive 
ability  and  strength  of  character  which 
are  the  foundation  of  success  regardless 
of  physical  handicap.  Having  been  a 
skilled  mechanic,  as  well  as  a  master 
of  men.  in  the  old  days.  Mr.  Wills  has 
tai:ea  all  the  jnore  readily  U>  the  ac: 
auirement  of  those  industrial  processes 
most  commonly  practiced  by  the  blind, 
and  to  the  duties  of  his  present  posi- 
tion. Ho  is  an  accomplished  caner,  bas- 
ket maker  and  cobbler,  all  of  which 
trades,  with  many  accessory  branches, 
have  been  acquired  since  loss  of  sight, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
cipals sufficient  for  inspection  and  su- 
pervision in  the  other  lines  of  work  car- 
ried on  in  his  shop. 

NEEDS. 

Having  provided  and  cciuipped  the 
shop,  trained  the  men  when  necessary 
and  maintai-ned  the  institution  as  such, 
the  commission  for  the  blind  has  done 
Us  part,  aiid  all  that  it  is  possible  for 
it  to  do.  'J'ho  work  for  the  men  to  per- 
form, and  the  consuitoption  of  their  prod- 
uct, must  be  provided  for  by  the  local 
community  if  the  shop  is  to  be  a  suc- 
cess, and  to  remain  here.  Thus  far 
this  has  been  done  most  handsomely, 
as  is  fully  recognized  by  the  commission 
and  the   officials   iu   charge,    who   have 
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pften    remarked    Dp  -uriniHingly 

Steady  and  coiit'iin'M  p;ii!  jtiaco.  More 
than  once,  ospocially  in  vtao  early  days, 
Uie  outlook  wa«  nuytLiiii,'  but  promising 
and  the  managoincut  dubious  as  to  the 
outcome,  but  things  never  failed  to 
brighten  up  befon^  a  crisis  was  reached, 
and  there  has  never  been  any  eonsider- 
abl<^  amount  of  slack  time  consecutively 
In  the  shop  during  all  these  nine  years. 

It  has  been  said  by  one  whose  sense 
of  humor  may  have  .been  more  keen  than 
he  wished  to  have  his  appreciation  ap- 
pear to  be,  that  gratitude  is  a  keen  ap- 
preciation of  favors  yet  to  come. 
,  The  management  of  the  workshop  for 
•fhc  blind  does  not  feel  quite  that  way, 
but  at  the  same  time  wishes,  while  ex- 
pressing thanks  and  appreciation  of  all 
.the  help  it  has  received,  to  emphasize 
the  need  of  steady  continuance  of  such 
patronj'.ge  for  its  perpetuity. 

Brooms  deteriorate  after  a  compara- 
^tively  short  period  of  storage,  and  tie 
.w>  a  surprisingly  large  amount  of  capital 
^r  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  store- 
bfoom;  hence  to  keep  the  broom  depart- 
ment going,  sales  must  be  fairly  con- 
stant, even  though  comparatively  small. 
In  the  chair  department,  which  is  ex- 
clusively reuovatiug  work,  the  situation 
is  even  more  stringent,  as  it  is  obvious 
that  chairs  cannot  be  re-seated  until 
ithey  are  sent  in  for  the  purpose,  and 
|there  is  absolutely  no  reservoir  for  the 
accumulation  of  the  labor  of  the  work- 
-inen  with  this  trade  as  there  is  to  a 
Very  small  extent  in  the  manufacture  of 
,brooms.  a  few  dozen  of  which  may  safe- 
ly be  made  Avithout  knowing  to  whom 
they  will  ultimately  be  consigned. 

The  mattress  department  does  both 
renovating  and  manufacturing,  yet  the 
manufacturing  end  is  only  carried  on  as 
an  order  business,  since  to  carry  in  stock 
high  priced  hail*  mattresseis  would  tie  up 
more  capital  than  the  shop  has  at  its 
command,  and  the  cheaper  grades  are 
altogether  too  uncertain  and  risky  to 
put  in  stock.  Hence  at  every  point  irts 
t;ie  work  of  the  shop  constant  and  in- 
creased i)atronage  on  the  part  of  the 
I'ittstield  consumers  of  its  product  is 
vital. 

There  is  also  another  need  of  an  en- 
tirely d-lferent  nature,  technically  not 
involved  in  the  work  of  the  shop  as  an 
in^'titution.  I  refer  to  tlie  social  needs 
of  the  workmen  themselves,  several  of 
whom  are  without  family  or  other  close 
ties  in  this  community,  and  all  of  whom 
share  in  common  with  all  our  blind 
^friends,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the 
restrictions  resulting  from  lack  of  sight. 
The  opportunities  for  recreation  are  ne- 
cessarily limited  in  many  directions,  and 
prohibited  in  some,  by  reason  of  this 
Special  condition.    Each  man  in  his  owiv 


vay.  according  to  his  own  mental  and 

IT-sychologrical  makeup,  onjoys  tho  things 

which    his    friends    with    sight    enjoy, 

^wishes  to  lead  the  sort  of  life  they  lead 

iand  feels   the  kind  of  sentiments  they 

feel    toward   the   questions  of  the  day. 

r    The  restrictions  placed  upon  the  men 

''by    blindness    limit   yery    greatly    their 

ability  to  do  this,  and  anythlnsr  vrhich 

can  b©  done  to  ofEsct  or  equalize  this 

for  them  3a  n.  real  help  and  kindness. 

It  is  not  charity  in  the  commoner  ac- 

*ceptation    ©£    tbe    Vord    (although,    of 

^course,    the   work    done    by    the    state 

tlu'ough  the  commission  for  the  blind 

is   of   a   philanthropic    nature)    nor   the 

kind   of   sympathy    which   bemoans   his ! 

affliction,    thfit    tho    normal    blind    man 

fcraves,  but  that  sort  of  real,  practical, 

brotherly  kindness  on  the  part  of  those 

[with   whom   he   conies   in    contact  that 

iwill   help   him  to   forget   his  own   difli- 

I  cuities,    and    to    enter   into   the    normal 

^life  of  the  community.     If  our  friends 

twonld  not  stop  with  tbe  purchase  of  a 

febroom,  or  the   order  for  renovation  of 

1'a  mattres^  but  would  supplement  this 
with  the  same  sort  of  cheery  good 
fellowship  which  is  manifested  toward 
others  v»'ith  whom  they  come  in  con- 
tact, our  blind  friends  would  be  helped 
still  another,  and  perhaps  a  more  ira- 
pojctant,    step  on  their  journey   of  life. 
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BLIND  WOMEN  IN  PLAY. 


i;n»tiue  Play  is  Ciiven  at  Prospect  Hill 
.  Church. 

I  There  w'as  a  unique  entertainment  in 
the  vestry  of  the  Prospect  Hill  Church 
Wednesday  evening-,  which  was  fur- 
nished by  about  fifteen  blind  women, 
composing-  the  Woolson  House  Social 
Club,  and  who  are  employed  in  the 
shop  of  the  Massachusetts  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind,  in  Cambridge, 
where  Miss  Frances  Lewis,  of  Somer- 
ville,    is    an    instructor. 

Miss  Lewis  wrote  the  short  play. 
"The  Widow  Wilson's  Angel  Cake,"  in 
which  the  blind  women  assumed  the 
characters  for  one  of  the  social  events 
of  the  club,  not  expecting  it  would 
ever  be  presented  to  the  public,  but 
the  cast  did  so  well  Wednesday  even- 
ing, entering  into  the  spirit  of  it  with 
such  zest,   that  it  argues  well   for  other 


repetitions      of      tlie      performance       in 
other     places. 

There    were    five    scenes    to    the    play, 
which   recounted   the   tribulations   of  the 
Widow     Wilson     at     the     hands     of     her 
gossiping:    neighbors,    all    about    a    piece 
of    angel    cake,     requiring:    eleven    eggs 
to    make    it,    and    which    leads    her    en- 
vious   neighbors    to    believe    their    eggs 
have  been  stolen  by   the   widow   to   pro- 
vide     for       her      extravagant       notions. 
Those      taking      part      comprised      Edna 
Goullard,    Helen    Lavid,    Louise    Higgins, 
Lily      Howard,       Anna      Lavelle,       Edna 
Goullard,       Clara       Matthews,       Hannah 
Kelliher    and    Ellen    Dolan.     Songs    were 
rendered      between      curtains      by      Miss 
Beatrice  Ingham,   of  the   Perkins   Work- 
shop,   Boston,    who    sang    most    sweetly, 
and     one     of     the     Fropect     Hill     girls. 
Miss  Sabra   Hood  also   gave  piano   solos. 
Miss    Gladys    Croy    recited    some    origi- 
nal     verses      written      by      Miss      Helen 
Boyd,      which      novelty       announced      a 
cake    and    candy    sale    to    be    held    to- 
morrow   by    the    Sunshine    Band    in    the 
church      vestry.     Ice-cream      was      also 
sold    between    the    scenes,   and   after   the 
play    the    blind    women    grouped    them- 
selves   about    the    piano    and    sang    se- 
.yeral    aelections    including    "The    Four- 
Leaf     Clover"     and     "Love's     Old     Sweet 
Song."     Refreshments     were     served     to 
the     company     of     entertainers     at     the 
close    of    the    programme,     Mrs.    Charles 
H.  Hood  was  in  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments,   and    was    assisted    by    other    wo- 
men   of    the    church. 
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Dorchester  Woman's  Clnb 

The''  annual  meeting-  was  held  Tues- 
day. Reports  were  given  by  the  offi- 
cers and  various  chairmen.  There  was  mu- 
sic by  the  quartet,  Mrs.  Clark,  Mrs.  Denker, 
Mrs.  Loring-  and  Mrs.  Downea^  and 
songs  by  Miss  Maizie  R.  Bridges,  with 
Mrs.  Davison  at  the  piano.  Miss 
Bridges'  selections  were  "The  Wood 
Pigeon"  and  "The  Yellowhammer,"  by 
Liza  Lehman.  Announcement  was  made 
by  Mrs.  Merritt,  the  retiring  president, 
of  her  gift  of  $300  to  establish^  schol- 
arship fund  for  the  Dorchester  High 
School.  A  reception  to  new  officers  was  fol- 
lowed by  tea.  A  sale  of  articles  by  tfc» 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind 
was  held  in  the  parlors.  Officers  lr«W 
chosen  as  follows:  President,  Mrs.  Belle 
R.  Clark;  vice  presidents,  Mra  Maud  M. 
Hill,  Mrs.  Cora  A.  Dewick  and  Mrs. 
Carolyn  Beal  Odell;  recording  secretary, 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Smith  Winslow;  correspond- 
ing secretary,  Mrs.  M.  Cady  Perkins; 
assistant  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs. 
Erminie  M.  Davenport;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
iSarah  F.  Sandford;  Cutler  Craig,  Mrs. 
Edith  C.  Crosley,  Miss  Laura  E. 
Hovey,  Mrs.  Evelj-n  M.  Morgan,  Miss 
Mary  Mossman,  Mrs.  Kate  Dexter 
Stearns,  :Mrs.  Emma  A,  Quimby,  Mrs. 
Maude  Mack  Viele;  press  correspondent, 
Mrs.  Elsie  D.  Evans;  auditors,  Mrs. 
Fannie  L.  Campbell  and  Miss  Eliza  W. 
Noyes. 
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MALDEN. 


Tie  Usona  Sorority  members  held  their 
anmial  Spring  hop,  last  evening,  in 
Esther  Hall,  with  a  large  number  pres- 
ent. The  matrons  vvtjre  Mrs  Elmore  E. 
Locke,  Mrs  J.  E.  Davis  and  Mrs  A.  G. 
Griffln.  An  exhibition  dance  was  given 
by  Miss  Constance  Berry  and  Carl  Page. 
George  Burnham  was  the  winner  in  the 
lucky  prize  contest.  The  members  of 
the  committee  on  arrangements  were 
Miss  Barbara  Davis,  Miss  Glle  Smith 
and  Miss  Alice  Letherman.  The  aids 
were  De  Motte  Letherman,  George  Burn- 
ham,  James  Davis  and  Fred  Morgan. 

In  the  Auditorium  ballroom  last  even- 
ing the  Bellevue  A.  C.  held  its  annual 
social  and  dance  with  more  than  150  cou- 
ples present.  Vocal  solos  were  rendered 
by  Miss  Mazie  Murphy  and  there  were 
orchestral  selections.  Alderman  Joseph 
H.  Kelley  and  Councilman  Lawrence  F. 
Gilligan  were  the  guests.  John  Maher 
was  floor  director,  Frank  Davenport  as- 
sistant and  Frank  Hennegan  chief  of 
aids,  with  James  Hennlgan,  Jeremiah 
Cronin  and  Dermod  Holland,  assistants. 
Exhibition  dances  were  given  by  Miss 
Marjorie  Cronin  of  this  city  and  John 
Fitzgerald  of  Cambridge. 

The  Mothers'  Association  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  will  meet  to- 
morrow afternoon  in  the  vestry  and 
articles  made  by  '^•'Tii^HniBftiBr'^""  will  bej 
on  exhibition.  Miss  Lucy  Wright  of 
Boston  will  give  an  address  on  "Work 
for  the  Blind." 


Tla.t:LoK^,  nVa^ss.,    Clt' 
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— Many  specimen.s  of  tn§H55sketry 
made  by  Arthur  Putney  are  on  ex- 
hibition at  the  Panama  Exposition  in 
the  eixhibit  of  the  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute for  the  blind. 
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-^^Many  specimens  of  the  bastetfy 
made  by  Arthur  Putney  are  on  ex- 
hibition at  the  Panama  Exposition  in 
the  eixhibit  of  the  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute for  the  blind. 
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WITH  BLIND  MAN 

Drunkennesi?  brought  the  majority  of 
offenders    in    police    court    yesterday. 

One  member  of  the  ranks  was  ablind 
man,  who  was  present  as  a  Stft'OlRl  of- 
lendel"  HlJf^lirst  appearance  having-  been 
the  day  previous  when  the  probation 
officer  released  him  without  calling 
him  into  court.  He  claimed  Boston 
as  his  home,  altho't%fi  he  expressed  a 
strong  desire  to  spend  a  few  days  at 
the  Chelmsford  Street  hospital  so  that 
he  might  recuperate,  but  when  in- 
foi~med  that  he  had  no  residence  in  this 
city  and  would  not  be  accepted  at  that 
institution  he  agreed  that  he  would  re- 
turn to  Boston,  if  given  the  opportun- 
ity. He  is  employed  in  a  mattress  fac- 
tory there  and  earns  his  living  in  that 
way,  A  state  farm  sentence,  suspend- 
ed for  six  months  with  the  understand- 
ing that  he  would  return  to  the  Hub 
and  not  grace  the  city  by  his  presence 
m  the  future,  wag  tht>  fingj^^^in^incr  of 


,ni  the 
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The  public  is  aUl'UUlli)  lllviCed  to 
visit  James  A.  Woolson  House  and  the 
Woolson  House  Industries  at  277  Har- 
vard street,  corner  Inman,  on  Tues- 
days and  Wednesdays,  beginning  May 
18    and   continuing   through    June   16. 

At  the  shop,  which  is  maintained  by 
the  commission  for  the  blind,  there 
will  be  an  exhibition  and  sale  of  the 
handiwork  of  blind  women.  Weaving 
on  Swedish  looms  will  be  in  process 
during  shop  hours,  and  the  process  of 
knotting  oriental  rugs,  together  with 
a  small  collection  of  the  rugs  of  this 
type  thus  far  made  in  •  this  shop,  will 
be  shown. 

Woolson  House  itself,  now  used  as  a 
residential  social  centre  for  blind  vrom- 
en,  is  maintained  by  the  Massachii- 
setts  Association  for  Promoting  the 
Interests  of  the  Blind.  Visitors  are 
welcome  at  both   house  and  shop. 
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EXHIBITION    BY  THE    BLIND 

lurl^atiQiis    have     been  iw,i»Yjiif>iniiw>* 


to 
visit  James  A.  Woolson  liouse  and  the 
Woolson  house  industries  at  277  Har- 
vaid  street  (corDer  Inman),  on  Tuesday? 
and  Wednesdays,  beginning  May  IStn 
and  continuing  through  June  16th.  At 
tbe  shop,  whicli  is>  maintained  by  the 
commission  for  the  blind,  there  will  be 
an  exhibition  and  sale  of  the  handiwork 
of  blind  women.  Weaving  on  Swedish 
looms  will  be  in  process  during  shop 
hours,  and  the  process  of  knotting  orien- 
tal rugs,  together  with  a  small  collection 
of  the  rugs  of  this  type  thus  far  made 
in  the  shop,  will  be  shown.  W^ooi&on 
house  itself,  now  used  as  a  residential  so- 
cial centre  for  ,  blind  women,  is  main- 
tained by  the  Massachusetts  Association 
for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  the 
Blind.  Yisitorg  are  welcomed  at  both 
^0"«e  and  ^ho]^,..,,,,,,,-^-,     ,-,, „„„ 
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l!^j#?re  cordially  invited  to  visit 
James  A.  Woolson  House,  and  the^ 
Woolson  House  indstries  at  277  Har-I 
vard  street,  Cambridge  (corner  In-' 
man),  on  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays; 
beginnig  May  18  and  continuing 
through  June   16th. 

At.  the  sliop,  which  is  maintained  by 
the  Commission  fdr  the.*B^^j^  there^ 
Will  be  an  exhibition  anos^e  of  the] 
handiwork  of  blind  women.  Weaving^ 
On  Swedish  looms  will  be  in  process 
during  shop  hors,  and  tlie .  process  of 
knotting  Oriental  rugs,  togctaer  with 
a  small  collection  of  the  rugs  of  this 
type  thus  far  made  in  this  shop,  will 
be   shown. 

Woolson  House  itself,  now  used  as 
a  residential  social  centre  for  blind 
women,  is  maintained  by  the  ^lassa- 
chusetts  Association  for  promoting  the 
interests    of   the    blind. 

Visitors  are  welcome  at  both  house 
and    shop. 
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MRS.      CHATLES    H.      V^lN|NE^ 
CHOSEN    PRESIDENT^FOR 
ENSUING   YEAR. 


Full  Board  of  Officers  Elected— Re- 
ports of  Civic,  Home  Economics, 
Music,  Literature  and  Art  Depart- 
ments   Review   Past   Year's   Work. 


various 
as   fol- 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Wo- 
man's Club  of  Fall  River  held  Monday 
afternoon,  officers  for  the  year  1915- 
16  were   elected  as  follows: 

President  and  Director  —  Mrs. 
Charles  H.  Warner. 

First  Vice-President  and  Director — 
Mrs.  Philip  E.   Tripp. 

Second  Vice-President  and  Director 
— Mrs.   O.  Howard  Jackson.  - 

Treasurer  and  Director — Mrs.  Sam- 
uel W.  Gibbs. 

Corresponding  Secretary  and  Direc- 
tor— Miss  Lena  P.  Abbe. 

Recording  Secretary  and  Director — 
-Miss   Lillian   F.   Ashworth. 

Auditor  and  Director— Mrs.  Henry 
C.  Cook. 

Directors  for  three  years,  term  to 
expire  in  1918— Mrs.  Arthur  Anthony, 
Mrs.  Robert  C.  Davis.  Mrs.  J.  Thayer 
Lincoln,  Mrs.  Ralph  W.  Jackson,  Mrs. 
Benjamin  B.  Read. 

Directors  for  one  year  to  fill  vacan- 
cy— Mrs.  James  N.  Bufflnton. 

The  annual  reports  of     the 
departments     were   presented 

lows; 

Civic   Department. 

The  vear  has  been  spent  in  study- 
ing existing  conditions  and  in  elf  or  is 
to  arouse  public  opinion  in  the  m- 
terest  of  civic  betterment.  Agam.  we 
have  tried  to  have  a  woman  probation 
officei  appointed,  and  to  this  end  in- 
vited numerous  city  officials  and  rep- 
resentatives of  several  public  wel- 
fare organizations  to  hear  :\Iiss  Lucy 
Hutchin.^;,  probation  officer  in  Cam- 
bridge, tell  her  experiences.  We  hope 
a  deeper  interest  in  this  much  need- 
ed reform  resulted  and  shall  continue 
to  agitate  the  question  until  public 
opinion  demands  that  Fall  River  fol- 
low the  example  of  many  cities 
I  throughout  the  country,  which  sre 
recognizing  the  immense  value  of  a 
trained,  efficient  v/oman  in  probation 
work.  The  voice  of  the  Civic  depart- 
ment has  been  raised  in  behalf  of  the 
long-suffering  inmates  of  our  over- 
crowded almshouse,  but  the  aldermen 
continue  to  igr.ore  the  general  demand 
for    immediate   action. 

Work  for  the  blind  has  been  con- 
tinued; Mrs  Kieran,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  has  read  to  the  blind  wo- 
fmen  every  Thursday  afternoon  in  the 
club  house  ,  In  March,  the  committee 
had  charge  of  a  sale  of  articles  from 
the  Massachu.setts  Commission  Jov 
the.  Blind,  inc^ludmg  woT*^«ie*fg^^&y*^o 
ilocSP'Wlli'l^'  Br  which  $101,15  v/ats 
Inettod,  Very  efficient  work  has  been 
'done    by      our      Recreation    committee, 


which  in  co-operation  with  the  Stijito 
vFederation  conducted  a  six-weeks'  in- 
vestigation of  motion -picture  film.s 
in  this  city,  Out  of  this  has  grown  a 
permanent  committee,  composed  of 
membeis  of  several  welfare  organiz- 
ations, with  ]Miss  Gee  as  chairman. 
Its  aim  Is  to  co-operate  with  local 
theater  managers  in  securing  whole- 
some pictures  under  right  conditions, 
realizing  the  tremendous  influence  of 
the  "movie.s"  for  good  or  evil,  upon . 
the  thousands  of  Fall  River  children  ' 
who   fi-equent   tliem,  ' 

Since   tne   city  has   resumed   the  re- 
sponsibility of  school  playground  work 
$600    having   been   appropriated    for    it,  | 
this  department  has  voted  to  use  %L0^  \ 
from    its    treasury    to    purchase    play-  ' 
ground    equipment,      such      as    swings, 
slides   or     teeter-board.s,   which      Miss , 
Griffin,  our         supervisor,  last 

summer      felt  to  be  greatly 

needed.    Through    the    co-operation    of 
Mrs      Rundell,     principal    of    the       Fall, 
River    Vocational      School,     sandboxes 
.for    the    different    school      playgrounds 
will    be   made    by    the    pupils      of   that 
school.      The    advantages    of     an      all- 
year-round    playground      and      recrea- 
tion system  have  been  con.sidered  and 
emphasized    in      an    address    by      Mr, 
"Walter    Dickinson,    associate    secretaiy  1 
of    the      Playground      and      Recreation 
Association      of      America.      Owing    to 
prevailing    financial    depression,  it    was 
thought    best   to    delay    action    for    the 
present.     It   is   hoped,     however,      that 
this    department    maj'^    make    a    begin- 
ning in   social-center   work   next     fall. 
In    addition      to      committees      men- 
tioned,  we  have  a   legislative   commit- 
tee,   active    in    attending    hearings      in 
Boston,  and  in  seeking  the  support  of 
our   legislators   for   such    bills   as      are 
endorsed   by    the   department.     Also,   a 
committee   on   public   health   has     been 
recently    appointed.      The    Infant    mor- 
tality   Survey,    made    for    the      depart- 
ment by  the  D.  N.  A.  In  191.3,  has  been 
received   and    is   now    being   printed    n 
pamphlet    form       for    circulation.    Our 
yearly    custom      of     distributing   seeds 
to    children    in    the   public    schools    has 
been    followed,    and    it   is    gratifying   to 
learn  that  more  orders    have   been    iillei 
than   in   any   previous   year,    thus   ben- 
efitting     the    children    as    Avell    as    tho 
department      treasury,        which        has  I 
gained  nearly  $80  from  the  sale.  Other 
speakers   who   have  addressed   the   de- 
partment  and   its   guests,    In     addition 
to    those   already     mentioned     are   Dr. 
Charles    Fleischer,    whose    subject    was 
:"The   Civic   Woman;"     Mrs.    George    T. 
Rice,    who   spoke   upon      the     work   of 
Ithe    National     Civic       Federation,    and 
Mrs.    Rogers    of    the    local    branch      of' 
the   W.    C.   T.   U.,   who     presented   the 


heed  of  a  Friendly  Home  for  Girls  in 
Fall   River. 

-  The  club  meeting  in  January  un- 
der the  charge  of  this  department 
was  addressed  by  Charles  Zueblin  of 
Boston,  whose  lecture  upon  "Fellow- 
ship," delighted  and  amply  repaid  the 
few  members  who  braved  a  terrific 
storm.  A  growing  interest  in  our 
work  has  been  evidenced  by  the  ad- 
dition of  a  score  of  members,  but  we 
look  forward  to  the  time  when  every 
member  of  the  Woman's  Club  will 
wish  to  have  her  part  in  it.  This 
will  mean  increased  efficiency  and 
|185  more  for  civic  improvemf.nt.  We 
begin  the  new  year  with  a  member- 
ship  of  150,  nine  of  wliom  have  re- 
cently joined  as  a.ssociate  members 
In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  de- 
partment, creating  such  membership 
for  women  who  are  not  members  of 
the  Woman's  Club.  Officers  elected 
for  the  coming  year  are  chairman, 
Mrs.  James  N.  Buffinton;  vice  chair- 
man. Mrs.  Philip  E.  Tripp;  secretary. 
Miss  Lucy  R.  Thornton;  treasurer, 
Miss  Susan  W.  Stevens.  Additional 
members  of  executive  board,  Miss 
Caroline  L.  Gee,  Mrs.  Nathan  Durfee 
and  Mrs.  William  J.  Woods.  Neces- 
sarily^  our  schedule  for  next  year 
cannot  be  determined  far  in  advanco. 
The  first  regular  meeting  will  be 
held  next  Monday,  May  24,  when  the 
executive  board  will  welcome  new 
members  and  appreciate  suggestions 
from    all. 

Respectfully    submitted, 
ELIZABETH     T.    BUFFINTON, 
Chairmao 
Home    Economics    Department. 

During  the  year  just  passed  the  H. 
E.  Dept.  has  had  charge  of  one  regu- 
lar monthly  meeting  of  the  club.  Mrs. 
Julian  Heath  of  New  York,  founder 
and  president  of  the  "Housewives' 
League,"  giving  a  most  valuable  lec- 
ture on  "'The  Unrecognized  Power  of 
the  Housewife."  It  has  also  held  ten 
department  meetings.  Four  of  these 
were  lectures  by  Mrs.  Harriet  L.  B. 
Darling,  of  Brockline,  and  one  by 
Mrs.  Edith  IT.  Garniss,  of  Brid.ge- 
water,  on  "The  Personal  Equation  in 
Home-rnaking."  Dr.  Maloney's  talk 
on  "Milk,"  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Lincoln's 
paper  on  "Our  Interest  in  Feminism," 
were  most  enlightening  and  entertain- 
ing, proving-  that  if  we  only  knew, 
we   have   much   available   local   lalent. 

Our  membership  has  been  90,  show- 
ing a  v/idespread  intore.st  in  our  work 
and  lines  of  thou.ght.  Through  the 
generosity  of  the  board   of  directors  of 


the  club,  we  were  authorized  to  uae| 
part  of  our  membership  fees  for  tlie 
furtherance  of  the  investigation  and 
improvement  of  the  bakeries  of  our 
city.  Mrs.  J.  F.  Vander  Burgli  and 
Mrs,  .T.  T.  Lincoln,  the  committee, 
make  the  following  report  of  their 
work  up-to-date:  The  committee  on: 
bakeries  of  this  department  reports 
two  inspections  during-  the  year,  in 
October  and  AFarch,  when  all  bakeries 
pkiced  in  "Class  A"  by  the  local  board 
of  health,  and  all  other  firms  either 
requesting  a,  visit  or  recommended  as 
being  eligible  for  the  approved  list 
were  visited. 


These    inspections     were     made     by 
Miss   Mary   C.     Wiggin,     secretary     of^ 
the  Massachusetts  Consumers'  League,' 
with     members   of  the  club  committee,  i 
and   two     more     bakeries     have     been 
added  this  Spring     to  the  list  cf  those 
approved    by    the      Consumers   League, 
and  endorsed   by  the     local     Womans' 
Club.   The   committee  has  been   greatly 
assisted   by   the     co-operation     of     the 
local  board  of  health,  and  the  courtesy 
of  the     various  bakery  firms    In  open-  j 
Ing  their  establishments     for  our     in- 
spection, and  in  many  cases  acting  on 
suggestions   as     to     needed      improve-  i 
ment.  i 

The  list  of  Fall  River     best  bakeries 
according  to  the  standard  of  the  Con- 
sumers'     League      now      contains      the  I 
names     of  five     firms.     Others  are  on 
the  waiting  list,  to  be  added  to  the  ap- 
proved  list,   as  soon  as  they   can   meet 
one   or     more     requirements      of     that  j 
standard,    and    the   committee  urges  the  ; 
co-operation    of   all    housekeepers    in   a  \ 
movement   to   "Buy     Bread     Made     in 
Fall   River,"    thus   lending     encourage- 
ment and  support  to  the  firms  who  are  , 
offering      us     goods     made       in       well  j 
equipped     and       up-to-date  establish-: 
irients." 

The  department  officers  for  the  ; 
co-ming  year  are  Chairman,  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Vander  Burgh,  Secretary,  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Mills,  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Asa  E.  Goddard.. 
Board  of  Management,  Mrs.  A,  J.  Abbe, 
Mrs.  Ralph  W.  .Jackson,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Mackenzie, 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CAROLINE    E.     MACKENZIE, 

Chairman. 
Music  Department. 

The  music  department  of  the  ciub 
has  had  on  its  li.sts  for  the  season  of 
1914-15,   150     members. 

Five  musical  entertainments  coming 

once  a  month  from  November  through 

March    have    been      given,      combining 

pleasure    and      instruction    in    varying 

Iproportions. 


Arthur  Locke  of  Camibrlclge  gave 
two  lecture  recitals  on  the  '"Romantic 
Composers,"  illustrating  with  piano 
music  from  Schumann,  Chopin,  Men- 
del jisohn  and  Lizst. 

Thomas  Whitney  Surette  repeated 
his  successes  of  last  year  in  his  lec- 
ture on  "■Present-Day  Opera,"  arivi 
two  evening  recitals,  to  which  mem- 
bers were  entitled  to  invite  guests, ' 
gave  us  the  opportunity  to  show  our 
attractive  clubhouse  to  the  men  of  the 
city. 

The  delightful  musicale  on  Dec.  1 
of  piano,  violin,  viola  and  'cello  music 
was  made  possible  by  the  friendly  co- 
operation of  Mr.  Comey,  Mr.  Schoob, 
Mr.  Buffington  and  Mr.  Smith,  and  to 
these  gentlemen  the  department  owes 
cordial  thanks. 

The  evening  recital  of  pianoforte 
music  by  Guy  Maier  or  lioston,  in 
January;  was  also  enthusiastically  re- 
ceived. 

The  committee  who  undertook  with 
reluctance  the  management  of  the 
department  because  of  the  failure  to 
elect  a  chairman,  wish  to  acknowledge 
the  pleasure  and  sati.<5f action  that  the 
work  has  brought  them  during  the 
year,  and  to  thank  the  mrmuers  of  the 
de^partment  for  their  appreciative  at- 
titude toward  the  performance. 

For  the  committee, 

LOIS  A.  WARNER. 

Officers    of   music    department: 

Chairman — Mrs.   William   E.   Fuller, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  —  Mrs. 
Frank  Andrews. 

Executive  Committee — Mrs.  Charles 
Warner,  Mrs.  Charles  Durfee,  Mrs. 
Robert  C.  Davis. 

Art    Department. 

The  department  was  able  to  secure 
the  services  of  Mrs.  Melvil  August 
Puech  of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of 
Design,   to  give  four  lectures: 

1 — "Modern  Landscape  Art  in  Eng- 
land and  France." 

2 — "The  Barblzon   School." 

3 — "Impre.'5sionists  in  Sculpture." 

4 — "Post   Impressionists." 

Artists  of  the  different  schools  have 
been  s-tudied  and  pampers  written  by 
mem'bers.  Current  events  In  art  have 
also  been  given  at  each  regular  meet- 
ing. Friday,  Oct.  23,  H.  Anthony  Dyer 
gave  an  exhibition  of  his  water  color 
paintings.  An  exhi'bitlon  of  etchings 
loaned  by  Tilden  Thurber  Co.,  were 
shown  at  the  same  time. 

In  November  an  informal  tea  was 
given  Mrs.  Puech  and  members  of  the 
de-partment.  December  21,  open  meet- 
ing, at  Music  hall,  Kolt  brothers. 
Shooting    the    Rapid.s      of      the    Grand 


i'anyon.  March  16,  Miss  Alice  Brayton 
gave  a  very  Interesting  talk  on  Italian 
art,  illustrated  by  fine  photogTaphs. 
April  6,  the  lecture  on  '^Post  Impres- 
sionists" closed  the  series  of  lectures. 
MRS.  ABBOTT  E.  'SU\DE, 

Chairman. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are: 
Chairman— -Mrs.  Abbott  E.  Slade. 
Socrotary  and   Treasurer — Miss  Har- 
riet Durfee, 

Executive  Committee — Mrs,  J.  B. 
Richards,  Miss  'Candace  Cook,  Mrs. 
Leeds  Burcliard. 

Literature  Department. 
The  report  of  the  literature  depart- 
ment, presented  by  Mrs.  P.  E.  Tripp,  i» 
as  follows: 

The  subject  for  the  literature  de- 
partment for  the  year  was  "Modern 
Poetry."  Seven  meetings  were  held. 
At  four  of  these  lectures  were  given 
■by  Miss  Alice  Spaulding  of  Boston.  At  j 
the  other  three,  readings  were  given  { 
to  illustrate  the  lectures.  The  subjects 
were  as  follows: 

1 — Ijecture,      "Alfred      Noyes,"      Miss  i 
Spaulding.  j 

2 — 'Reading  from  the  poems  of  Al- 
fred Noyes,  Miss  Helen  H.  Irons.  i 

3 — Lecture,  "Masefield  and  Other 
Realistic  Poets,"   Miss   Spaulding. 

4 — 'Reading  from  Masefield,  Robert 
C.  Davis. 

5 — (Lecture, 
ing. 

6— 'Reading 
W.  Day. 

7 — Lecture, 
Spaulding. 

There  were  52  mem'bers  in  the  de- 
partment. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are 
as  follows: 

Chair'man— Miss  'M.   L.   Bufflnton. 
Secretary — Miss  Helen  H.  Irons. 
Treasurc?r— Mrs.  James  WalUs. 
Additional  members  of  the  commit- 
tee:   Miss  C.  S.     Brayton,  Mrs.  John  S. 
Burley. 


"Tagore,"  Miss  Spauld- 
from  Tagore,  John  B. 
"Poetic    Drama,"      Miss 
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BoiE"  House  anT'^enate  >viii  meel  to- 
morrow for  the  first  Saturday  4a«ssia|i  of. 
the  year.  The  decision  to  hold  'a  ^ttir- 
day  session  was  made  to  fit  in  with 
plans  for  prorogation  late  next  week. 

Gov.  Walsh(  has  signed  fhe  3 6 -page 
bill  to  simplify  the  revision  of  city 
charters  as  recommended  by  the  special 
recess  committee  on  city  charters.  The 
bill,  described  briefly,  provides  that  cities 
desirous  of  changing  their  form  of 
government  may,  without  recourse  to' 
the  Legislature,  select  one  of  the  follow- 
ing four  plans :  \ 

1.  A  mayor  and  small  city  council,' 
elected  at  large. 

2.  A  mayor  and  large  city  council,  the 
latter  elected  partly  by  districts  and] 
partly  at  large.  • 

3.  The  commission  form  of  govern- 
ment. 

4.  A  mayor,  four  councillors  and  a 
"city  manager." 

With  regard  to  the  last  plan  the  bill 
defines  the  duties  of  the  city  manager 
as  follows : 

"The  city  manager  shall  (1)  be  the 
administrative  head  of  the  city  govern- 
ment; (2)  see  that  within  the  city  the 
laws  of  the  state  and  the  ordinances, 
resolutions  and  regulations  of  the  coun- 
cil are  faithfully  executed;  (3)  attend 
all  meetings  of  the  council,  and  recom- 
mend for  adoption  such  measures  as  he 
shall  deem  expedient;  (4)  make  report:^ 
lo  the  council  from  time  to  time  upon 
the,  affairs  of  the  city,  keep  the  council 
fully  advised  of  the  city's  financial  con- 
dition and  its  future  financial  needs ; 
(5)  appoint  and  remove  all  heads  of 
departments,  superintendents  and  other 
employes  of  the  city." 

The  state  commission  for  the  blind, 
in  its  annual  report,  has  the  following 
to  say  concerning  the  question  of  re- 
lief : 

"Experience  has  convinced  the  com- 
mission that  the  blind  of  the  common- 
wealth being,  fortunately,  comparatively 
few  in  number,  adequate  provision  for' 
all  their  needs  should  not  involve  an 
alarming  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the 
state,  unless  some  unlimited,  uncon- 
trolled plan  of  mere  almsgiving  should 
be  adopted.  Tn  its  opinion,  after  a 
close  study  of  numbers  and  conditions, 
there  is  nothing  to  fear  in  proceeding  to 
make  adequate  provision  for  the  blind 
of  Massachusetts,  provided  this  Is  dbilf 
with  a/*'«ii*l*it»Wmiedge  of  conditions  and 
#.  wise  use  of  existing  resources. 


~  "The  difficulties  In  the  way  aFe^not  sol 
much  those  of  cost  as  tliose  arising: 
from  lack  of  understanding  of  the  facts 
—both  on  the  part  of  the  blind  as  a 
group  and  of  the  public— and  from  the 
unavoidably  slow  growth  of  special  in- 
dustries that  can  be  made  of  permanent 
economic  value  to  the  blind.  At  present 
the  relief  problem  is  an  accumulated 
one,  because  action  regarding  it  has 
been  so  long  postponed;  but  it  is  a 
problem  which  should  grow  smaller  in 
each  generation,  as  Industries  suited  to 
those  without  sight  are  more  fully  or- 
ganized, as  education  for  the  adult  blind! 
is  developed,  and  as  the  campaign  for; 
preventing  unnecessary  blindness  begins 
to  have  its  effect. 

"An  adequate  plan  of  relief  should, 
without  doubt,  inclv  «^: 

"1.  For  those  who  are  capable  of 
partial  industrial  return:  , 

"(a)  Extension  of  industrial  aid. 

"(b)  An  occupational  institution  for 
men, 

"(c)  Development  of  home  teaching 
w-ith  reference  to  fuller  occupation  for, 
persons  in  almshouses  and  other  insti- 
tutions. , 

"2.  For  those  capable  of  no  return 
and  .  for  families  suffering  through 
blindness  of  breadwinner:  , 

"(a)  A  special  plan  for  regular  relief 
upon  recommendation  of  the  commission 
for  the  blind,  through  existing  relief 
authorities. 

"(b)  Extension  of  private  resources' for 
relief,   both  institutional  and  outside. 

"Definite  and  satisfactory  recommen- 
dations on  these  points  cannot  well  bei 
made  without  special  study  by  agents' 
who  liave  experience  in  relief  problems, 
and  without  close  inspection  of  the  ac- 
tual working  of  such  forms  of  relief  in 
other  states.'' 
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4NNUAL  MEETING 
OF  WOMAN'S  CLUB 


Election  of  Officers— Educational  Committee 
Reports  Conditions  Very  Good  at  Moving 
Picture  Houses— Pejjice  Resolution  Adopted 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  New 
Bedford  Woman's  club  was  held  in 
the  William  street  headquarters  laj*t 
evening,  when  despite  the  rain  storm, 
nearly  a  hundred  members  improved 
the  opportunity  to  participate  In  the 
election  of  ofRoers  and  to  listen  to  a 
i*aft  of  reports  submitted  by  the  re- 
tiring   officers. 

Laat  night's  election  was  of  addi- 
tional interest  In  that  the  Woman's 
club  elected  as  its  president,  Mrs.  Ada 
W.  Tllling-hast,  first  president  of  the 
club,  who  was  honored  by  being  elect- 
ed for  the  third  time  In  the  history  of 
the  organization.  Illness  prevented 
Mrs.  Tillinghast  from  being  prese-nt 
at  the  meeting  but  she  received  a 
flattering  vote,  that  was  tantamount 
to    unanimity. 

The  counting  of  the  ballots  occu- 
pied a  long  time  and  the  result  of  the 
balloting,  which  never  was  in  doubt, 
was  not  made  known  until  after  ten 
o'clock.  All  the  candidates  endorsed 
by  the  nominating  committee  were 
elected. 

The  meeting  Was  presided  over  by 
President  Misij  Mabel  Lu   Potter,  who 


IwaB'^aTert" '  '5Vj d  businesslike  In 
methodft.  Under  her  able  direction,  the 
■j-ouiine  of  report  reading  was  quickly 
i«one  through  and  the  meeting  had 
Time  to  endorse  peace  resolutions,  as 
well  as  vote  appropriations,  before 
the  report  of  the  tellers  was  received. 
The  various  reports  which  were  of 
a  ifratifyins  nature,  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. All  were  interesting,  particu- 
larly the  report  of  the  educational 
conimittee,  which  told  of  the  sys- 
tematic visit  of  committee  members 
to  the  moving  picture  houses  of  this, 
city.  Tweh'e  out  of  the  fourteen  I 
"movie"  theatres  were  visited  and  the 
committee  found  the  conditions  gov- 
erning- the  playhouses  very  good.  Also 
that  many  of  the  films  shown  were 
of  an  educational  value. 

Work  Among  the  Blind. 

'■J"'he  committee  heldu^mnlt  meet- 
ing of  the  year  in  September  and  or- 
gtinized  with  Mrs.  King,  chairman, 
and  secre.tar^%  Mi-^.  Ida  Pope;  treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Hopkins;  Mrs.  H.  K.  Nye, 
Miss  Green  and   Mies  Ida  McAfee. 

Plans  for  the  ■sninter  work  was  dis- 
cussed and  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  enlarge  the  committee  and  Miss 
E!thel  P'^rance  and  later  Mrs.  Charles 
S.  Ashley,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Marion  Dex- 
ter were  added. 

These  ladies  have  proved  very  help- 
ful, especially  in  connection  with  the 
5'library  work.  The  increase  of  mem- 
l^era  to  the  reading  circle  requiring 
■more  guides  and  it  is  with  a  great 
deal  of  pride  T  can  repoii:  that  68 
people  have  responded  to  our  call, 
some  with  automobile  and  carriage 
and   others  walking  or  street  cars. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  2  9 
meetings  has  been  13,  making  a*total 
attendance  of  8  7  7. 

Tn  this  work  we  ha,ve  been  assisted 
by  the  Camp  FMre  Girls. 

We  have  at  present  13  blind  people 
from  New  Badford  registered  in  the 
\'arious  schools.  One  young  lady, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Forrest,  is  to  gradu- 
ate In  June  from  Perkins  Institute. 
She  has  endea.red  herself  to  her  teach- 
ers and  all  with  whom  she  has  come 
in  contact  by  her  gentle  loving  ways. 
One  of  the  young  men  is  learning 
piano  tuning  and  It  is  hoped,  when 
he  has  finished  his  coutt?©  he  may 
find  ample  work  here  in  his  home 
city.  The  other  children  from  the 
High  school  down  to  the  nui'ser^^  for 
the  blind  babies,  are  all  doing  well 
and  are  a  credit  to  New  Bedford..  No 
one  today  will  any  longer  question 
that  a  blind  man  is  capable  of  carry- 
ing on  a  profession  and  of  gaining 
honorably  through  work.  his  llvli- 
hood.  


With  this  oblect  in  vi»w  it  is  most 

desirable  that  all  blind  children 
should  enter  special  schools  for  th© 
blind  at  an  e«,rly  a^e.  And  it  is  to 
that  end  that  the  committefv  desire 
to  assist  e^ery  blind  child  and  ask 
for  the  co-operation  of  friends  of 
isuch  children,  that  the  child  may  re- 
ceive an  education  in  order  to  lead  a 
helpful  normal  life.  But  it  is  not 
alone  In  the  education  that  our  work 
has  extended,  it  has  been  our  aim  to 
lighten  the  burden,  render  assistance 
and  bring"  more  sunshine  to  those  who 
.sit  in  darkness.  Every  year  the  work 
Is  broadening:  and  every  year  greater 
interest    is    being-    taken    in    the    work 

re  are  trying-  so  earnestly  to  perform. 
Th©  thanks  of  the  committee  are 
ptended  to  th©  Children's  Aid  Rociety, 
jwho  have  for  two  summers  ca-red  for 
one  of  our  blind  girls  and  to  tha 
Country  "Week  for  the  pleasant  out- 
ings made  possible  by  the  gift  of  car 
tickets  and  have  not  forg-otten  us  this 
year  and  have  made  it  possible  a  va- 
cation for  one  of  our  young  ladies. 
We  have  again  been  favored  with  an 
invitation  fcr  one  of  our  girls  to  \aBit 
the  Woolson  Hou.<*e  in  Cambrldg-©. 
Mise  Riok  is  to  be  a  gruest  for  a  week, 
i:  would  extend  th©  thanks  of  the 
committee  to  th©  various  churches 
and  friends  who  have  so  g-eneroiusly 
furnished  tickets  for  the  S^Tnphony 
concerts,  recitals,  lectures,  etc..  and 
to  th©  doctors  who  have  given  their 
service;  the  merchants  and  friends 
who  have  so  g-enerously  lent  their  aid. 
It  would  Indeed  be  a  very  difficult 
matter  to  thank  the  people  at  larg-© 
who  have  by  their  help,  manifested 
their  interest  In  our  work.  Last  j 
October  a  lady  sent  me  a  check  for 
ton  dollars  to  be  usied  in  my  own  way,  I 
as  I  saw  the  need  among  the  blind 
people.  She  was  much  interested  in 
the  way  I  had  apportioned  it,  and 
this  week  I  again  received  a  g-ift  from 
her  bounty  to  be  used  as  she  wrote, 
"in  my  work,  blessed  work,  among  tjie 
blind"  and  added,  "May  it  do  as  much 
good  as  my  la^t  gift."  I  refer  to  the 
donor,  Mrs.  Ellen  R.  Hathawac-^.  And 
T  wish  personally  to  thank  the  mefm- 
bers  of  my  committee  for  their  con- 
lidfence  In  me.  and  the  members  of 
the  club  who  have  g-iven  their  i^up- 
port  without  which  we  could  not  have 
made  such  a  successful  year. 
Mrs.  Edwin  R.  King, 

Chairman. 
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Committee       Reports       at 

Meeting  of  Women's 

Club 


That  the  general  character  of  the 
motion  pictures  exhibited  in  the 
"movie"  theatres  of  New  Bedford  is 
satisfactory  both  from  moral  and  edu- 
cational viewpoints,  was  the  report 
made  to  the  New  Bedford  Woman's 
club  at  its  annual  meeting  last  night 
by  the  educational  committee  of  the 
club,  which  inspected  the  pictures  at 
12  of  the  14  local  theatres  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  state  federation  of  wo- 
men's club  which  has  been  collecting 
statistics  to  aid  in  the  passage  of  a 
law  for  the  licensing  of  films  before 
they  are  exhibited  in   this  state. 

The  report  of  the  educational  com- 
mittee was  one  of  many  important  re- 
ports submitted  to  the  members  of 
the  club  last  night  and  meeting  was 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  enthusi- 
astic held  in  the  history  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

Much  interest  was  manifested  in  the 
election  of  the  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  as  some  opposition  developed  to 
the  nomination  committee's  recom- 
mendation of  Mrs.  Ida  W.  Tillinghast 
for  president  for  a  third  term. 

The  opposition  was  not  directed 
against  Mrs.  Tillinghast  personally  but 
against  the  third  term  idea.  Mrs. 
Tillinghast    has    served    two    terms    in 


the    president's    cFair    and    no    oib&A 

members    has    served    as    head   of    the^ 

club  longer  than  that.  , 

Elected   58  to   21. 

She  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  68  to 
21  and  all  the  other  nominees  recom- 
mended by  the  nomination  committee 
were  elected. 

Mrs.  Mabel  L.  Potter,  who  served  as 
president  of  the  club  during  the  past 
year  presided  at  the  meeting  last  night 
and  rendered  a  lengthy  and  interest- 
ing report  of  her  administration  dur- 
ing the  year. 

An  extended  report  was  made  by 
Mrs.  Edwin  R.  King  on  the  work  that 
has  been  done  during  the  year  among 
the  blind.  The  report  said  in  part: 

We  have  at  present  13  .J^llnd  people 
from  New  Bedford  registered  in  the 
various  schools.  One  young  woman, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Forrest,  is  to  gradu- 
ate in  June  from  Perkins  Institute.  She 
has  endeared  herself  to  her  teachers 
and  all  with  whom  she  has  come  in 
contact  by  her  gentle  loving  ways. 

One  of  the  young  men  is  learning 
piano  tuning  and  it  is  hoped,  when 
he  has  finished  his  course  he  may 
find  ample  work  here  in  his  home  city. 
\  The  other  children  from  the  High 
school  down  to  the  nursery  for  the 
blind  babies,  are  all  doing  well  and  are 
a  credit  to  New  Bedford.  No  one  today 
will  any  longer  question  that  a  blind 
man  is  capable  of  carrying  on  a  pro- 
fession and  of  gaining  honorably 
through  work  ,  his  livelihood. 
Work    Broadening. 

With  this  object  In  view  it  is  mos* 
desirable  that  all  blind  children  snouh 
enter  special  schools  for  the  blind  a 
an  early  age.  And  it  is  to  that  en< 
that  the  committee  desire  to  assist  ev 
ery  blind  child  and  ask  for  the  co-op 
eration  of  friends  of  such  children.tha 
the  child  may  receive  an  education  li 
order  to  lead  a  helpful  normal  life 
But  it  is  not  alone  in  the  educatioj 
that  our  work  has  extended,  it  ha; 
been  our  aim  to  lighten  the  burden 
render  assistance  and  bring  more  sun 
shine  to  those  who  sit  in  darkness.  Ev 
ery  year  the  work  is  broadening  an( 
every  year  greater  Interest  is  beinj 
taken  in  the  work  we  are  trying  s< 
earnestly    to    perform. 

The  thanks  of  the  committee  ar« 
extended  to  the  Children's  Aid  society 
who  have  for  two  summers  cared  fo; 
one      of      our    blind    girls    and    to    th< 


Country  Week  for  the  pleasant  ou|| 
ing  made  possible  by  the  gift  of  ca' 
tickets  and  have  not  forgotten  us  thi 
year  and  have  made  it  possibe  a  va 
cation  for  one  of  our  young  women. 
We  liave  again  been  favored  with  an 
invitation  for  one  of  our  girls  to  visit 
nhe  Woolson  House  in  Cambridge, 
Miss  Rick  is  to  be  a  guest  for  a  week. 
I  would  extend  the  thanks  of  the 
committee  to  the  various  churches  and 
friends  who  have  so  generously  fur- 
nished tickets  for  the  Sympnony  con- 
certs, recitals,  lectures,  etc.,  and  ro 
the  doctors  who  have  given  their  ser- 
vice; the  merchants  and  friends  who 
have  so  generously  lent  their  aid.  It 
would  Indeed  be  a  very  difficult  mats- 
ter  to  thank  the  people  at  large  who 
have  by  their  help,  manifested  their 
Interest  In  our  work. 

Other  reports  were  made  by  Edith 
B.  GifEord,  corresponding  secretary, 
Carrie  N.  D.  Potter,  chairman  of  the 
conservation  committee;  Alice  W. 
H?unt,  chairman  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee; Mrs.  Caroline  H.  Wilson 
chairman  of  the  public  health  com- 
mittee and  Alice  W.  Hanna,  Mabell© 
W.  Bassette  and  Alice  W.  Hunt  foi- 
the  special  committee  on  new  location 
of  the  club  quarters. 


Bo  stow,     >Vla,ss.,     Ke-rc^LdU. 
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WALSH  HLLS  W 
STATE  OmCES 


Names  ^bner  L  Braley  to  Dis- 
trict Court,  Dukes  County 
—Other  Appointments. 


Close  on  a  dozen  appointments  of 
various  sorts  were  decided  on  iDy  Gov. 
Walsh  yesterday,  and  will  be  transmitted 
to  the  executive  council  on  Tuesday 
next.  The  following  nominations  were 
filed  with  Executive  Clerk  Hamlin  to 
hold  for  the  council  meeting. 

Simeon  B.  Hotchkiss,  Gloucester, 
clerk   district   court   eastern    Essex. 

T.  James  Gallagher,  Watertown,  clerk 
second   district   court  eastern   Middlesex. 
J.    Russel    Marble,    Worcester,    trustee 
3eneral    Insurance    Guarantee    Fund. 

Abner  L.  Braley,  Edgartown,  special 
ustlce   district   court    Dukes   county. 

Alonzo  R.  Weed,  Newton,  member  gas 
md  electric  light  commission.  Reap- 
>ointed. 

Agnes    O'R.    Taff,    Brookilne,    member 

lommlssion   for  tK^  blind.      Reappointed. 

James    M.    Morrlso'h,    Bb«ftl?ft,    member 

Boston       finance       commission.       Reap- 

)olnted. 

Thomas  C.  O'Brien,  Boston,  member 
)arcle   board.    Reappointed. 

Carl  Dreyfus,  Boston,  trustee  Mass. 
raining    schools.      Reappointed. 

Worthlngton  W.  Miner,  Ware,  medl- 
;al  examiner  Hampshire  county.  Reap- 
Jointed. 


So  stow,    yy\a.ss.,    Q>xdL\/<z^^tl  &  ^-r 
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Talk  of  Today 


EDUCATING  THE   BLIND. 


By    J.    P.    Muni-oe,    Chairman    of    the    Mass. 

Commission  for  the  Blind. 
1  Ever  since  the  founding-  of  the 
■Perkins  Institution  and  Mass.  School 
for  the  Blind  in  1829,  this  Common- 
wealth has  been  foremost  in  educat- 
ing blind  boys  and  girls.  Until  re- 
cently, however,  the  adult  blind  have 
been  industriously  a  neglected  group, 
kSave  for  the  work  carried  on  since 
1-1900  by  four  teachers  employed  by 
the  State  to  instruct  the  blind  in  their 
homes. 

This  neglect  resulted  in  an  accumu- 
lated problem  of  idleness  among  those 
blind  persons  unable  to  fend  for  them- 
selves or  seized  by  blindness  in  mid- 
dle life,  and  it  was  to  deal  with  this 
problem  that  about  ten  years  ago  the 
Association  for  Promoting  the  Inter- 
ests of  the  Adult  Blind  began  a  sys- 
tematic campaign  for  the  creation  of, 
a  State  Commission.  As  a  result  of 
their  efforts,  an  unpaid  Commission  i 
of  five  persons  was  established  in  1906, 
and  its  experience  of  a  little  over 
eight  years  has  been  extremely  in- 
teresting. 

That  experience  has  made  the  Com-| 
mission  acquainted  with  the  problems  I 
of  more  than  8000  blind  persons,  and 
has    put    more    than    $200,000    into    the 
pockets  of  the   blind.     It  has   proved 
that  there  is  the  widest  possible  range 
of  individual  capacity  and  of  mental 
:.-make-up   in   those  deprived   of  sight,  j 
;.and  that  the  mere  fact  that  the  per- 
[eons  under  its  care  have  the  common 
handicap   of   blindness   does    not  per-  ! 
mit  of  any  single  cure-all  for  the  dif- 
ficulties   incident    to    that    handicap. 
Neither  a  shop  system  nor  a  pension 
system   nor  any  other   hard-and-fast 
plan  will  by  itself  turn  to  good  human 
account  the  lives  of  so  wide  a  varietj^ 
of  persons.     What  most  of  them  have 
in  common,  however,  is  an  eagerness 


for  occupation,  an  unusual  power  of 
concentration,  and  in  many  cases  a 
remarkable  skill  of  hand. 

These  things  do  not  as  a  rule 
counteract  the  difficulties  and  objec- 
tions surrounding  their  employment 
in  ordinary  channels,  and  in  many 
cases  the  only  chance  of  occupation 
for  blind  persons  is  through  special 
subsidized  industries  having  the  most' 
favorable  conditions  for  work  and 
F^'mitting  the  w^orker  to  receive  the 
full  return  for  his  labor. 

The  facing  of  the  complicated  facts 
of  blindness  emphasizes  the  wisdom 
of  the  form  of  organization  chosen 
by  those  who  drew  up  the  act  un- 
der v.'hich  the  work  has  been  devel- 
oped. The  central  bureau  of  informa- 
tion, employment  and  industrial  aid, 
which  first  of  all  seeks  work  for  the 
blind  in  competition  with  the  seeing 
and,  only  after  failing  to  find  suitable 
work  in  the  normal  channels,  pro- 
vides emploj-ment  in  special  shops, 
insists  upon  the  fundamental  impor- 
tance of  individual  treatment  for 
each  individual. 

With  an  appropriation  increasing 
from  $40,000  to  only  $67,000  in  eight 
years,  it  has  been  possible  to  initiate 
and  develop  the  central  bureau  of  in- 
formation, industrial  aid  and  employ- 
ment already  referred  to;  to  maintain 
a  register  of  the  blind;  to  carry  on 
State-wide  field  work  and  a  campaign 
for  prevention  of  blindness  and  con- 
servation of  eyesight;  to  make  a  spe- 
cial study  of  defective  eyesight  prob- 
lems that  is  resulting  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  "fepecial  classes  in  the  pub- 
lic schools;  and  to  bring  about  a  five- 
fold increase  in  the  earnings  of  the 
blind.  The  results  are  of  economic 
value,  but  the  work  is  of  preeminent 
service  in  conserving,  under  great 
handicap,   good   human   qualities. 

The  Commission  has  established  two 
workshops  for  men  and  one  for 
women  in  Cambridge,  and  workshops 
for  men  in  Pittsfield,  Worcester, 
Lowell  and  Fall  River.  It  has  taken 
over  the  supervision  of  the  home 
work  initiated  in  1900  by  the  alumnae 
of  the  Perkins  institution,  and  has 
slowly  but  steadily  increased  tHe 
earnings  of  the  men  and  women  thus 
employed.  This  it  does  mainly 
through  its  salesroom,  formerly  on 
Boylston   st.,    but    now    located    at    3 


^ 
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Tark  St.,  and  through  special  sales 
carried  on  for  several  summers  at 
Manchester-by-the-Sea,  at  various 
hotels  elsewhere,  and  in  connection 
with  Avomen's  clubs  and  similar  or- 
ganizations. Moreover,  as  the  trustee 
of  funds  privately  given,  it  has  co- 
operated in  the  maintaining  of  the 
James  A.  Woolson  House,  a  social 
centre  for  blind  women,  and  hcts  given 
recreational  opportunities  to  a  great 
numbjer  of  blind  persons  in  a  wide 
variety  of   ways.  ^ 

Time  has  proved  that  the  most, 
promising  and  important  type  of 
work  for  the  blind  is  on  the  side  of 
prevention.  The  children  who  through 
medical-social  field  work  have  been^ 
brought  in  touch  with  the  hospitals 
in  time  to  have  their  sight  saved  or 
restored,  and  have  so  been  given 
their  rightful  place  among  normal 
school  children,  are  among  the  most 
substantial  returns  to  the  State  for 
its  investment  in  this  form  of.  work. 
The  practical  possibilities  of  restor- 
ing sight  through  cataract  operations 
alone,  both  in  the  case  of  children 
and  of  adults  with  eyes  otherwise 
normal,  is  not  generally  appreciated;, 
and,  as  stated  by  the  Commission  in- 
its  seventh  annual  report,  "by  edu- 
cation of  the  public  and  by  strict  en-, 
forcement  of  prophylactic  measures,: 
a  large  percentage  of  eye  disable- 
ment and  of  blindness  can  be  pre- 
vented; by  vigorous  co-operation 
aiTiong  all  the  agencies  concerned, 
much  of  the  defective  vision  due  to, 
incipient  disease,  to  working  under 
conditions  of  improper  lighting,  toi 
overstrain,  to  lack  of  glasses,  and  to; 
other  like  causes,  may  be  done  awayi 
with." 

One  of  the  most  interesting  things 
in  the  experience  of  the  Commission 
is  the  part  which  the  blind  themselves 
have  in  it.  The  independent  and  suc- 
cessful blind,  fortunate  in  natural  en- 
dowments, and  in  a  position  to  carry 
out  their  own  plans,  give  hearty  in- 
terest and  support  to  activities  af- 
fecting the  group  as  a  whole,  whether 
as  volunteer  workers  or  on  the  staff 
as  blind  workers  for  the  blind.  The 
superintendent  of  training  and  em- 
ployment for  men,  the  foremen  of 
local  shops,  are  all  blind  workers,  and 
this  year  a  blind  student  at  the  School 


for  Social  Workers  has  been  in  train- 
ing at  the  central  office'  of  the  Com- 
inission  for  the  Blind,  an  important 
step  towards  providing-  '  adequately 
trained  blind  workers  for  the  blind. 


Mrs.  William  W.  larc  nas  offered  the 
use  of  her  residence,  "Cragwold,"  on  Sea 
View  avenue,  I'.each  Bluff,  for  a  sale  of 
handicraft  of  the  blind  on  Wednesday, 
July  21,   from   two  un^til  five  o'clock. 


Bosii^oYv,   Wla^ss.,   "Post.. 


'  "Cragwotd,"  picturesquely  located  on  Sea  View  avenue.  Beach  Bluff 
Mass.,  Is  the  summer  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Walter  Taff  of  Brook- 
line.  Among  the  philanthropies  earnestly  promoted  by  Mrs.  Taff  is  aid  for 
the  blind.  Her  affiliation  as  a  member  of  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  be- 
gets the  deepest  sympathy  and  assistance  of  this  tireless  leader.  On  Wed- 
nesday, July  21,  at  "Cragwold,"  the  handicraft  of  the  bliiv^  wiiM«B»^i^  sale 
from  2  until  5  o'clock.  A  large  contingent  of  the  nortfi'  snore  and  south 
sliore  summer  colonies  will  combine  their  patronage  with  many  from  Bos- 
ton and  Brookline  for  this  appealing  class  of  citizens,  and  the  sum  realized 
will  reach  the  generous  proportions  which  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Taff  deserve. 


^^^l^ 


10  LEp  TRADE 

Joseph  E.  Crocker,  Sightless! 

For  Five  Years,  Begins 

His  Apprenticeship. 

Joseph  E.  Crocker,  aged  62,  of  5 
Leavitt  place,  who  has  been  totally 
blind  the  past  five  years,  Monday  be- 
gan a  course  of  Instruction  at  the 
State  Willow  Work  factory  for  the 
Blind,  Massachusetts  avenue,  Boston. 
Mr.  Crocker,  at  an  age  when  most 
men  are  thinking  of  giving  up  work, 
enters  upon  his  apprenticeship  with 
courage,  patience  and  a  determination 
to  succeed.  • 

Since  losing  his  sight  he  has  madej 
a  valiant  struggle  to  gain  a  livelihood  i 
for  himself  and  wife.  He  has  sold ! 
papers  on  street  corners  in  the  busi- 1 
ness  section  and  has  lately  been  a' 
vendor  of  candy,  much  of  which  was 
made  by  his  wife. 

For  some  time  he  has  been  anxious 
to  branch  out  into  an  occupation 
which  would  insure  a  more  steady 
and  adequate  income.  The  opportun- 
ity came  .  with  the  opening  of  the 
willow  work  factory  about  three 
weeks  ago. 

It  was  his  ability  in  learning  to 
cane  chairs  that  won  him  the  desired 
opening.  In  12  lessons,  from  Miss 
Mary  Grieve,  a  blind  teacher  from 
New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crocker  learned  to 
do  caning.  This  is  considered  remark- 
able by  General  Supervisor  Barr  of 
Boston,  who  has  supervision  of  all  the 
^State  teachers  of  the  blind.  ,^ 


When  the  willow  work  factory  open- 
ed Mr,  Crocker  was  the  only  one  of 
20  of  Miss  Grieve's  pupils  whom  she 
would  recommend. 

Mr.  Crocker  has  been  a  resident  of 
Brockton  for  more  than  40  years  and 
is  a  native  of  Nantucket.  Prior 
loss  of  his  eyesig'ht  he  had  been^ 
ployed  at  the  bench  in  one  of  the 
tories  of  the  George  E.  Keith  Co.  an? 
had  been  foreman  of  the  finishing^ 
room  of  the  Fred  Packard  and  H.  T. 
Marshall  factories.  Ten  years  ago 
he  awoke  one  morning  to  discover 
that  one  eye  was  sightless.  Slowly 
during  the  next  five  years  the  sight 
left  the  other  eye,  until  he  was  able 
to  distinguish  nothing  but  day  and 
flight  and  finally  he  became  totally 
blind.  The  trouble  was  the  result  of 
hardening  of  the  eyehalls. 


to- 
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BUHILGIRL'S 

TRAGEDY  AT 
HAPPY  END 

Missing  Pay  Envelope 

and  Tickets  Ard 

Returned 


Mary  is  blind  and  lives  somewhere 
in  Cambridge  with  her  mother,  who 
is  a  widow.  Her  name  really  is  not 
Mary,  but  Mary  is  a  good  name  and 
will  do  to  help  tell  this  story.  She 
works  at  the  Woolson  House  Shop,  in 


Cambridge,  where  she  is  one  of  the 
blind  women  weavers.  What  she 
earns  by  her  weaving  is  all  she  has 
for  herself  and  her  mother  to  live  on. 

LOSES  PAY  ENVELOPE         • 

The  other  day,  on  her  way  home 
from  work,  Mary  lost  not  only  her  pay 
envelope,  with  all  she  had  earned'  In  a 
week  of  work,  but  also  the  "country 
v/eek"  car  tickets  which  had  been  j&iven 
her  for  her  vacation.  This  was  Indeed 
a  catastrophe  for  Mary  and  her  m6ther. 

Mary's  fellow-workers  heard  of  her' 
loss  and,  knowing  what  it  meant  to  her, 
they  each  "chipped  in"  a  little  from 
their  small  earnings  to  make  up  the' 
salary  loss,  and  they  had  agreed  that 
each   would   give   her  a   car  ticket.  | 

And  then  came  the  happy  ending  to 
Mary's  tragedy.  A  small  boy,  who  also 
belongs  in  Cambridge,  suddenly  ap- 
peared with  Mary's  pay  envelope  and 
her  car  tickets  which  he  had  found  on 
the    street. 

**  Mary,  in  her  gratitude,  offered  the 
boy  a  quarter. 

"No,"  said  the  boy,  "mother  ddesn't 
let  me  take  pay  for  being  honest." 

And  you  may  have  the  assurance  of 
the  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Blind  that  this   story  is  .  true.  , 


Bostovx^.  Wta^ss.,  'R.ccoY'dL. 
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The      rommission     for     the 
pas.ses  along  this  true  story: 

One  of  the  blind  women  weavers  at| 
the  Woolson  House  Shop  in  Cam- 
bridge, who  lives  with  a  widowed 
mother  recently  lost,  on  her  way 
home,  not  only  her  pay  envelope,  but 
all  the  "Country  Week"  car  tickets 
that  had  been  given  her  for  vaca-j 
tion.  Apparently  no  trace  of  them 
could  be  found.  Her  ^ellow^- workers 
in  the  shop  had  chipped  in  out  of 
their  small  earnings  to  make  it  up, 
and  were  to  contribute  a  car  ticket 
each,  when  a  Cambridge  small  boyi 
suddenly  appeared  with  the  pay  en-' 
velope  in'Tiis  hand,  and  the  tickets  all 
safe.  -  j 

He  refused  the  quarter  offered  himi 
by  the  grateful  owner,  for  his 
"mother  doe.sn't  let  him  take  pay  for! 
being  honest."  I 


3"^tv^   3  0-   i<=(i5.      

MARY  THE  BLIND 
CAMBRIDGE  GIRL 
LOST  CAR  TICKETS 


I  The  Massachusetts  Commission 
.for  the  Blind  yesterday  .gave  out 
I  the  folloiiittpiiiliching  story  about 
Mary,  a  blind  Cambridge  girl,  liv- 
ing in  this  city  and  working  here. 
It  follows: 

Mary  is  blind  and  lives  some- 
where in  Cambridge  with  her  moth- 
er, who  is  a  widow.  Her  name  real- 
ly is  not  Mary,  but  Mary  is  a  good 
name  and  will  do  to  heln  tell  this 
story.  She  works  at  the  Woolson 
House  Shop,  in  Cambridge,  where 
she  is  one  of  the  blind  women  weav- 
ers. What  she  earns  by  her  weav- 
ing is  all  she  has  for  herself  and 
her  mother  to  live  on. 

Loses   Pay   Envelope. 

The  other  day,  on  her  way  home 
from  work,  Mary  lost  not  only  her 
pay  envelope,  with  al]  she  had 
earned  in  a  week  of  work,  but  also 
the  "country  week'  car  tickets  which 
had  been  given  her  for  her  vacation. 
This  was  indeed  a  catastrophe  for 
Mary  and  her  mother. 

Mary'e  fellow-workers  heard  of 
her  loss  and,  knowing  what  it 
meant  to  her,  they  each  "chipped 
in'*  a  little  from  their  small  earn- 
ings to  make  up  the  salary  loss,  and 
they  had  agreed  that  each  would 
give  her  a  car  ticket. 
,  And  then  came  the  happy  ending 
to  Mary  's  tragedy.  A  amall  boy, 
who  (belongs  in  Cambridge,  sud- 
denly appeared  with  Mary's  pay 
envelope  and  her  car  tick€V:s  which 
he  had  found  on  the  street. 

^Mary,  in  her  gratitude,  offered 
the  boy  a   quarter. 


"No,"  said  the  t)oy,  "mother 
doesn't  let  me  take  pay  for  being 
,honest." 

'  And  you  may  have  the  assurance 
of  the  Massachusetts  commission  for 
the  blind  that  this  story  is  true. 


Jiost^ow.    YWa^ss.,  Jo\>cTYvaL^V^  . 
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Returns  Pay  Envelope  and 

Ticket  She  Had  Lost 

on  Street. 


Quite  unlike  the  usual  r\m  of  docu- 
ments sent  to  the  press  by  State  depart- 
ments Is  a  communication  from  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind  which 
reached  The  Journal  yesterday,  and 
which  tells  the  story  of  the  experlenc« 
of  a  blind  woman  weaver  at  the  Wool- 
son  House  Shop  in  Cambridge. 

She  lives  with  a  widowed  mother,  and; 
Is  dependent  upon  her  earnings.  Re- 
cently, on^her  way  home  from  the  shop, 
sh«  lost  not  only  her  pay  envelope,  but 
all  the  "country  week"  car  tickets, 
given  her  for  vacation. 

Apparently  no  trace  of  them  couM 
be  found  ajtift  her  fellow-workers  in  the 
shop  had  "chipped  in"  from  their  small 
earnings  to  make  it  up,  and  were  to 
contribute  a  car  ticket  each,  when  a 
Cambridge  small  boy  suddenly  appeared, 
with  the  pay  envelope  in  his  hand,  and 
the  tickets  all  safe. 

He  refused  the  quarter  offered  him 
by  the  grateful  owner,  for  his  "mother 
doesn't  let  him  take  pay  for  being 
honest." 


-BostTow,    "WVa^^s.,   6LdUv;e.vt!wS&T. 
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onest  Cambridge  Lad 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Advertiser:— 

The  Commission  for  the  Blind 
wishes  to  pass  along-  this  true  story. 
One  of  the  blind  women  weavers  at 
the  Woolson  House  Shop  In  Cam- 
bridge, who  lives  with  a  widowed 
mother  and  is  dependent  on  her  earn- 
ings, recently  lost,  on  her  way  home, 
not  only  her  pay  envelope,  but  all  the 
"Country  Week"  car  tickets  that  had 
been  given  her  for  vacation.  Ap- 
parently no  trace  of  them 'could  be 
found  and  her  fellow-workers  in  the 
shop  had  chipped  in  out  of  their 
small  earnings  to  make  it  up,  and 
were  to  contribute  a  car  ticket  each, 
when  a  Cambridge  small  boy  sud- 
denly appeared  with  the  pay  envel- 
ope In  his  hand,  and  the  tickets  all 
safe.  He  refused  the  quarter  offered 
him  by  the  grateful  owner,  for  his 
"mother  doesn't  let  him  take  pay  for 
being   honest."  M. 
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KO    CHARGK    l-UK    HOKESTY 


The  Commission  for  the  Blind  wishes 
to  pass  along  this  true  stoiT."  Oil*  of  the 
blind  w^omen  weavers  at  the  "Woolson 
Holism  Shop  in  Cambridge,  who  lives 
with  a  widowed  mother  and 'is  dependent 
on  her  earnings,  recently  lost  on  her  way 
home  not  only  her  pay  envelope  but  all 
the  "Country  Week"  car  tickets  that  had 
been  given  her  for  vcaation.  Apparently 
no  trace  of  them  could  be  found  and  her 
fellow-workers  in  the  shop  had  chipped 
in  out  of  their  small  earnings  to  make  ii 
up,  and  were  to  contribute  a  car-ticket 
each,  when  a  Cambridge  small  ooy  suu- 
denly  appeared  with  the  pay  envelope  in 
his  hand,  and  the  tickets  all  safe.  He  re- 
fused the  quarter  offered  him  by  the 
grateful  owner  for  his  "mother  doesn't 
let  him  take  pay  for  being  honest." 


October-    X.     1^  t5, ^ 

WOMAN'S    CLUB    WORK. 


wtxtp:r  program  planned  at 
opening  dinner. 


i^ 


Supper  Held  at  First  Baptist  Churc^i 
— Appointments  for  Year  An- 
nounced— Classes  in  Aestlietic 
Dancins  Contemplated. 


The  Woman's  club  began  its  sea- 
son last  nisht  with  an  autumn  dinner 
at  the  First  Baptist  church.  There 
was  a  business  meeting  at  which 
plans  for  the  work  of  the  season  were 
announced.  There  was  also  an  in- 
teresting program  of  music  and  talk- 
ing. Mrs.  Caroline  M.  Kaharl.  chair- 
man of  the  house  committee,  had 
charge  of  the  arrangements. 

Mrs.  Tillinghast  referred  feelingly 
to  the  members  whom  the  club  has 
lost  by  death  during  the  year. 

Continuing,  the  president  stated  that 
the  chairman  of  the  club's  public 
health  committee  did  such  good  ser- 
vice last  year  that  it  was  reported 
by  the  federation's  public  health  com- 
mittee at  the  Marion  meeting,  as  one 
of  the  best  onward  movements  of  the 
department.  Since  then  the  president 
of  the  federation  has  asked  Mrs.  Till- 
inghast to  send  her  the  name  of  the 
chairman,  and  Mrs.  Caroline  H.  WH- 
son  has  been  asked  to  serve  on  the 
public  health  committee  of  the  federa- 
tion. Mrs.  Tillinghast  herself  has  been 
asked  to  serve  upon  the  art  commit- 
tee of  the  federation. 

The  names  of  eight  applicants  for 
membership  were  read.  The  corre- 
sponding secretary  reported  the  re- 
ceipt of  eight  resignations  at  the 
annual   meeting. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  showed 
a  balance  of  $870.89;  permanent 
fund.  $453.42.  and  building  fund, 
$1839.91. 


Mrs  A.  B.  Kimball  made  a  con- 
rise  and  interesting  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  State  Federation  at 
the   June    meeting   in    Marion. 

For  the  committee  on  work  among 
the  blind.  Mrs.  Edwin  R-  King  re- 
ported that  the  work  will  be  con- 
ducted alons  the  lines  followed  dur- 
iim  the  previous  year.  She  statea 
that  the  reading  circle  at  the  library 
would  hold  its  first  meeting  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  October,  and  made 
an  appeal  for  volunteers  to  act  as 
guides  for  thfe^Jjlind  lieflJ3je.  She  ex-i 
tended  the  commlCT?1?''i"'Tfflmks  to  the 
Country  Week  society  for  the  gift  of 
car  tickets  and  for  a  trip  to  the 
country  given  one  of  the  girls.  The 
club  gave  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mrs.  King  and  the  other  members  of 
the  committee  on  work  for  the  blind, 
in  appreciation  of  the  value  of  its 
work. 
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°    KEADING  CIRCLE  FOR  BLIND    ' 


City  Library  Class  to  Bc.ncsonicd  To- 
day  for   Another   Season  ' 

The  readings  for  the  blind  people  of  this, 
[ty   and'vicinity   which-  were  started   last 

^ring  at  the  instance  of  the  city  library 
i«>uocessfully  carried  on  for  three 
inonths,  will  be  resumed  this  al'teraoon. 
jThcy  will  be  held,  as  last  year,  in  the 
pariah  house  of  South  church.  W,  C. 
Stone  will  be  the  speaker  to-day,  '  "i 

:  Last,  season's  meetings  w we  atteuded  by- 
17  blind  people  and  their  guides.  Thcy^ 
were  a  most  appreciative  audience  and 
showed  their  interest  by  asking  questions 
frequently  of  the  speaker.  A  lively  dis- 
cussion of  current  events  was  the  opening 
feature  of  each  meeting,  followed  by  the 
reading  of  choice  bits  of  prose  and  poetry 
or  the  description  of  a  travel  trip.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  last  year's  speakers: 
Charles  Karrows.  ^Irs  Charles  Barrows, 
Miss  Clara  BostAvick,  Prof  H.  M.  BowdQn, 
Ilichard  Hooker,  Mase  Southworth,  Mrs  K, 
W.  Ellis.  Rev  G.  C.  Baldwin,  Col  Stan- 
hope Blunt.  Dr  I'hilip  S.  Moxoui.  Rev  A. 
P.  Reccord  and  Rev  "William  DeBerry. 
A  musical  was  given  at  the  close  of  the 
season  by  Miss  Julia  Dickinson.  Miss 
Florence  Shortslecvc  and  Miss  Marie  Os- 
good. I 


IflllH  WEEK  AT 
u>flCy,  M.  C.  A, 

Exhibition  of  Photographs,  Literature, 
Moving  Picture  Films  and  Models, 
with  Addresses  by  Prominent  Speak- 
ers—  Project,  Started  Here,  Being 
Taken  Up  In  Other  Cities 

"Health  Week,"  a  novel  plan  to  place 
before  the  public  in  a  practical  manner 
various  phases  of  the  ever-increasing 
needs  of  attention  to  physical  develop- 
ment and  welfare,  will  open  Monday  at 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  continue  through. 
Sunday,  October  17th.  It  has  been  ar-' 
ranged  under  the  auspices  of  the  physi- 
cal department  of  the  association,  and 
nothing  has  been  spared  to  make  it  as 
complete  as  possibly. 

An  exhibition  of  photographs,  litera- 
ture, moving  pictiure  films,  and  models, 
taking  up  the  entire  first  floor  space  of 
the  association  building,  together  with 
addresses  by  prominent  speakers,  will 
make  up  the  program,  which  will  be 
open  to  the  public. 

The  exhibits  will  cover  the  work  be- 
ing done  by  the  following  organizati  )ns : 
city  of  Cambridge,  board -of  health,  jub- 
lic  safety,  new  municipal  hospital,  tuber- 
culosis hospital,  public  library  ana  play- 
grounds, Anti-Tuberculosis  association. 
Neighborhood  House,  Associated  Chari- 
ties, Young  Women's  Christian  associ- 
ation, Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co., 
State  Board  of  Health,  Boy  Scouts, 
Camp  Fire  Girls,  Scientific  Temperance 
Federation,  National  Mouth  Hygiene  as- 
sociation, Milk  and  Baby  Hygiene  asso- 
ciation, United  States  Steel  corporation, 
Life  Extension  institute  of  New  York, 
Norton  &  Co.,  Worcester,  state  execuft 
tive  committee  of  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  United  States 
government,  Avon  home  and  Cambridge 
hospital. 

Films  and  slides  will  be  shown  by  the 
following    organizations:    Anti-Tubercu- 


losis  association,  Perkins  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  National  Mouth  Hygiene,  Life 
Extension  institute;  Massachusetts  Com- 
mission of  the  Blind,  National  Associa- 
tion of  ^"TillfajTJjjJXin.  Hershey  Choco- 
late Co.,  Massachusetts  Industrial  boaid 
and  the  United  States  government. 

Monday  evening,  Mayor  Good  will  make, 
an  address,  and  there  will  be  a  special 
discussion  of  general  health  problems  by 
a  member  of  the  state  board  of  health. 
On  Tuesdaj^  evening  at  9  o'clock,  Edwin 
W.  Kent,  D.  M.  D.,  president  of  the  Den- 
tal Hygiene  council,  of  Massachusetts, 
will  speak  on  "The  Importance  of  Mouth 
Hygiene  in  Connection  with  Health 
Maintenance."  On  Wednesday,  which 
will  be  known  as  tuberculosis  day,  in  the 
evening,  Dr.  E.  A.  Darling,  of  this  city, 
will  speak. 

Thursday  afternoon,  Char'es  H.  Cross- 
man,  of  the  Hershey  Chocolate  Co.,  will 
speak.  His  talk  will  be  illustrated  by' 
films.  Dr.  Arthur  B.  Emmons,  of  Bos- 
ton, wiU  also  speak  on  "Infant  Mortali- 
ty." In  the  evening  Commissioner  Cun- 
ningham will  speak  on  "Public  Safety," 
and  Fire  Prevention  Commissioner! 
O'Keefe  on   "Fii^    Hazards.'     Tl»ere  will; 


JOHN  W.  WATERS 


ie  demonstrations  on  fire  prevention 
ilms,  etc. 

Friday  afternoon,  the  Visiting  Nurs- 
ng  association  will  provide  a  speaker, 
n  the  evening,  Dr.  Dudley  A.  Sargent 
vill  speak  on  '"The  Importance  of  Phy- 
sical Culture  in  the  Present  Mode  of 
Living."  There  will  be  a  special  demon- 
jtration  of  the  lung  motor,  and  also  of 
life  saving  by  the  life-saving  corps  of 
the  state  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Boy  Scouts. 

Saturday  afternoon,  the  subject  of 
"Cleaner  Streets"  will  be  presented  by 
special -'Speakers,  and  there  will  be  a 
demonstration  of  the  physical  work  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  On  Sunday  afternoon, 
the  closing  day,  Dr.  Mark  Richardson, 
secretary  of  the  state  board  of  health, 
will  speak  on  "Life  Extension." 

John  W.  Waters,  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is 
executive  secretary  of  the  health  week 
committee.  The  advisory  committee 
consists  of  the  following:  Joseph  L. 
Lockhart,  M.  D.,  chairman;  Miss  Mary 
L.  Birtwell,  the  Associated  Charities; 
Percy  C.  Campbell,  chairman  physical 
dept.  committee  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  Mrs.  Annie 
L,  Chesley,  secretary  First  Parish  Paine 
fund:  Merrill  E.  Champion,  M.  D.,  medi 
ical  inspector  state  board  of  health, 
Cambridge  district;  Russell  D.  Crane, 
Cambridge  Board  of  Trade;  Timothy F. 
Downey,  superintendent  of  playgrounds; 
Charlotte  K.  Gannett,  social  service  de- 
partment, Cambridge  hospital;  M.  F. 
Groden,  superintendent.  Metropolitan 
Life  insurance  Co.;  Miss  Emma  O.  Stai^>r 
nard,  the  Avon  home;  D.  Mockler,  the 
Prospect  union;  Bradford  H.  Pierce,  M. 
D.,  medical  inspector,  Cambridge  board 
of  health;  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Sanborn,  Can- 
tabrigia  club;  Miss  Flora  Benton  Smith; 
Cambridge  Y.  W.  C.  A.;  Mrs.  Mabel 
Greely  Smith,  Anti-Tuberculosis  associ- 
ation; Mrs.  R.  W.  Sutton,  president 
Woman's  auxiliary  T.  M:  C.  A.;  Miss 
lEmma  0.  Stannard,  Avon  home. 
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ANOTHER    WEEK. 
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The  time  of  the  health  exhibit  at 
the  Cambridge  Y.  M.  C.  A.  lias  been 
extended  another  week,  closing  Sim- 
'^ay,  October  24th.  The  exhibits, 
thirty  in  number,  are  situated  on  the 
Prst  floor  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building, 
820  MasL-achusetts  avenue.  Upon  en- 
tering the  lobby  on  one  side  of  the 
door  there  is  an  exhibit  of  the  Com- 
mission  of   the    Blind    of    Massachii- 

setts,  shcaattUtejBtt^  products 
m  willow  basketry  and  rugs,  also 
there  is  a  man  on  duty  from  7  to  10 
each  evening,  making  baskets.  The 
other  side  of  the  entrance  the  "Clean 
Up  and  Paint  Up  Committee"  of  the 
Cambridge  Board  of  Trade  have  an  ex- 
hibit, together  with  the  Street  Clean- 
ing Department  of  the  City  of  Cam- 
bridge. The  Cambridge  Public  Libra; 
'ry  have  on  exhibit  sixty-three  books 
which  have  been  the  center  of  a  good 
deal  of  interest  ^long  the  line  of  physi- 
cal culture,  health  and  safety  first. 

The  front  reading  room  is  divided 
by  the  exhibit  of  the.  local  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
showing  the  different  departments 
that  have  to  do  with  the  up-building 
of  health  of  young  men.  In  the  other 
half  of  the  reading  room,  the  local 
Board  of  Health  have  a  very  large  ex- 
hibit, showing  the  methods  of  the 
modified  milk  station  and  that  of  the 
bacteriology  department  of  the  Board 
of  Health.  The  State  Board  of  Health 
felso  have  eleven  large  pannels,  giving 
very  valuable  information  along,  the 
different  lines  of  work. 

The  Cambridge  Hospital  and  the 
Public  Playgrounds  are  represented 
by  cards  and  pictures,  also  the  plans 
for  the  Tuberculosis  and  new  Munici- 
pal Hospital  are  on  exhibition.  In  the 
Woolson  Library  the  following  or- 
ganizations are  represented  by  charts 
and  pictures:  The  Avon  Home,  Cam- 
bridge Neighborhood  House,  Cam- 
bridge Visiting  Nurses'  Association, 
Cambridge  Anti-Tuberculosis  Associa- 


tion,  the  Cambridge  Associated  Chari- 
ties, and  the  Cambridge  Housing  Asso- 
ciation. In  this  room  also  is  a  very 
nteresting  set  of  cliarts  from  the 
Children's  Bureau  of  Washington. 

The  exhibit  can  be  seen  all  next 
veek.  The  speaker  for  Sunday  after- 
noon, October  24th,  will  be  Mark 
Richardson,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  who  will 
speak  upon  the  theme,  "Life  Exten- 
sion." This  will  be  open  to  both  men 
and  women,  as  well  as  the  entire  ex- 
hibit. 
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PUBLIC  BEQUESTS  MADE. 


Apollo  Club  of  Boston  and  the  Y.  W. 

C.  A.  to   Receive   $500   Each   From 

Arthur  Reed  Estate. 

DEDHAM,  Oct  27-Tlje  will  of  Arthur 
Reed  of  Brookline,  filed  today,  makes 
several  public  bequests.  The  Apollo 
Club  of  Boston  and  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association  will  recei,j^e  $500 
each,  as  will  also  Rev  John  Goddard  of 
Newtonville. 

All  personal  property  and  $5000  is  given 
to  his  widow,  Mrs  Mary  Hunt  Reed.  A 
trust  fund  of  the  residue  will  be  created 
for  her  and  a  son,  Arthur  Minot  Reed, 
until  the  latter  reaches  the  age  of  25. 

If  she  dies  before  her  son  reaches  26 
years,  then  the  trust  will  remain  and 
the  trustees  will  pay  him  a  sufficient  in- 
come until  such  time,  after  which  he 
will  receive  three-quarters  of  the  estate 
and  the  other  quarter  will  be  divided 
between  the  Boston  Society  of  the  Iv^ew 
Jerusalem  Church,  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association,  Massachusetts  So- 
ciety for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals,  the  Massachusetts  Association 
for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  the 
Blind,  the  American  Humane  and  Edu- 
catifiaj*Jk.^ociety  and  the  New  England 
Watch  and  Ward  Society. 

If  the  widow  is  still  living  when  the 
son  becomes  25  she  will  receive  the  in- 
come from  three-quarters  of  the  estate 
and  he  will  get  the  income  from  one- 
quarter.  The  public  bequests  are  not  to 
be  given  until  after  the  widow  dies. 
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THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  28,  1915 

BEQUEST   FOR  APOLLO   CLUB 

Arthur  Reed  of  Brookline  Also  Provided 
Numerous  Public  Bequests 


Several  public  bequests  are  contained 
in  the  will  of  Arthur  Reed  of  Brookline, 
filed  at  Dedham.  The  Apollo  Club  of 
Dedham,  the  Apollo  Club  of  Boston  re- 
ceiving $500,  the  Young  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association  $200,  and  Rev.  John 
Goddard    of   Newtonville    $|00. 

All  personal  propertj'  and  $5000  is 
g-iven  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Mary  Hunt 
Reed.  A  trust  fund  of  the  residue  will 
be  created  for  her  and  a  son,  Arthur 
Minot  Reed,  until  the  latter  reaches  the 
ag-e  of  twenty-flve.  If  she  dies  before 
(her  son  reaches  twenty-five  years,  then 
the  trust  will  remain  and  the  trustees 
will  pay  him  a  sufficient  income  until 
such  time,  after  which  he  will  receive 
three-quarters  of  the  estate,  and  the 
other  quarter  will  be  divided  among  the 
Boston  Society  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
Church,  Young  Women's  Christian  As- 
sociation, Massachusetts  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  the 
Massachusetts  Associiation  for  the  Pro- 
moting the  Interests  of  the  Blind,  the 
American  Humane  and  ducation  Society 
and  the  New  England  Watch  and  Ward 
Society. 

If  the  widow  is  still  living  when  the 
son  becomes  twenty-five  she  will  re- 
ceive the  income  from  three-quarters  of 
the  estate,  and  he  will  get  the  income 
from  one-quarter.  The  public  bequests 
lare  not  to  be  given  until  after  the  widow 
dies. 


w. 


Bostow^,     WUa^ss.,    "Post. 

TOM'  CONNOLLY 
GETSJUDGESfflP 


Governor  Walsh  yesterday  appointed 
his  secretary,  Thomas  H.  Connolly,  to 
the  position  of  judge  of  the  Brighton 
District  Court  and  Charles  F.  W.  Ar- 
cher, of  Salem,  a  well-known  news- 
paperman, to  the  position  of  deputy 
commissioner  of  State  aid  and  pen- 
sions. 

The  Governor  also  reappointed  the 
following:  Dr.  W.  O,  Faxon,  of  Stough- 
ton,  medical  examiner  of  Norfolk 
county;  Alfred  S.  Pinkerton,  of  Wor- 
cester, trustee  of  Massachusetts  hos- 
pital schools;  George  A.  Powers,  M. 
D.,  of  Worcester,  trustee  of  the  State 
library;  Mrs.  Agnes  C.  Taff,  of  Brook- 
line,  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  for  *"*'!  "Rlirrl 

The  Council  voted  to  lay  over  until 
■next  week  the  question  of  confirming 
the  nomination  of  Judge  Edward  B. 
O'Brien,  of  Lynn,  for  the  vacancy  on 
the  Industrial  Accident  Board  to  suc- 
ceed David  T.  Dickinson  of  Cam- 
bridge. It  again  failed  to  take  anj 
action  on  the  reappointment  of  Rus- 
sell A.  Wood  to  the  Efficiency  and 
Economy  Board  and  on  th*  nominatiori , 
of  Thomas  L.  Buttimer  of  Hingham, 
as  trustee  of  the  Boys'  Industrial 
School. 

Prior  to  its  meeting,  the  Council  gave 
a  public  hearing  at  which  a  large 
number  of  prominent  persons  battled  it 
out  over  the  appointment  of  Judge 
O'Brien. 


iS^'ooKluvxe/,    yW,d^^S.<,     Jouo  w>S  wucX>v\^  . 


Mrs.  Agnes  O.  Taff  of  ^fiW^own' 
has  been  re-appointed  by  Governor 
Walsh  as  a  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  for  the  Blind. 


OStovu.     iTlauSS.,    ITfa.w.Sc'ruUuf. 
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WORK  OF  BLIND  TO  BE  SHOWN 


Massachusetts  Commission  Announces  Sale 
of  Handicraft  in  Hotel  Somerset  Next 
Monday 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  for  the  Blind  and  H. 
Francis  Lewis,  manager  of  the  Woolson 
House  industriies,  in  Cambridge,  there 
will  be  an  exhibition  and  sale  In  Hotel 
Somerset  next  Monday  from  10  A.  M. 
until  5  P.  M.  All  who  are  interested 
in  the  development  of  industrial  educa- 
tion for  men  and  women  deprived  of 
sight  are  invited  to  attend. 

Among  the  articles  to  be  shown  are 
hand-woven  fabrics  fashioned  1-^to  bags, 
scarfs,  runners,  children's  bibs,  hang- 
ings, hand  and  machine-stitched  towels, 
aprons,  cleaning  cloths,  knitted  and  cro- 
cheted baby  jackets,  bed  socks,  mittens, 
braided  rugs  of  new  material  and  bas- 
^ts. 


Sistom 

,€mms,alipt 

MONDAY,   DECEMBER 

6,   1915 

HANDICRAFT  OF  BLIND  WORKERS 


Beautiful    Articles    Suitable    for    Holiday 
Gifts  Shown  in  Hotel  Somerset 


Miss  H.  Frances  Lewis,  manager  of  the 
Woolson  House  industries,  a  work-shop  and 
social  centre  for  the  blind,  in  Cambridge, 
was  in  charge  of  an  exhibition  and  sale 
held  in  Hotel  Somerset  today.  The  Mas- 
sachusetts Commission  for  the  Blind  was 
also  interested  in  the  success  of  the  under- 
taking and  the  display  w'as  not  only  im- 
portant from  the  point  of  view  of  industrial 
education  but  beautiful  in  itself.  A  high 
standard  is  set  for  the  work  turned  put  by 
these  sightless  men  and  women,  and  every- 
thing offered  was  full3'  up  to  the  mark. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  blind 
women  throughout  the  State  who  work  in 
their  homes.  Some,  when  beginning,  have 
almost  no  skill,  but  they  are  encouraged  to 
do  better  and  the  evolution  from  the 
plainest  of  plain  holders,  to  fine  aprons 
shows  the  encouragement  which  they  re- 
,  ceive.  Among  the  things  displayed  were 
Nantucket  "takers,"  a  simple  but  useful 
contrivance  to  take  the  place  of  the  old- 
time  oven  cloth;  bags  for  all  sorts  of  pur- 
poses, crocheted  and  knitted  jackets,  bei 
socks,  mittens,  w^oven  hangings,  elaborate 
runners,  .table  covers  and  baskets. 

Cora  Crocker,  a  young  woman  who  is 
deaf  as  well  as  blind,  exhibited  some  hand- 
some braided  rugs,  perfectly  made  and 
alike  on  both  sides.  To  add  to  the  interest, 
there  was  a  display  of  chryanthemums 
grown  by  a  blind  florist  in  Hyde  Park. 


T\evx)   ^ e^d^o-r di  ,  yy\A.Ss.,    S-Ca.wdLaor;d^^_^ 
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WORK  FOR  BLiND. 


IIKPOKT  MADK  TO  WOMAN'S  CLUBJ 
BY  MRS.  K.  R.  KIXG. 


Whioli     Meets    l:^fc^* 


Rcjuliiig-    Class 

Week  lias  a  Mcn»»»er8liip  of  17  wiiki 
an  Average  Attcntlance  of  11 — Kf- 
J'orts  to  Pro-iliJo  lOntertaiiiment. 


At  the  quarterly  business  meetingj 
of  the  New  Bedford  Woman's  clubj 
held  yesterday  afternoon,  Mrs.  Ed- 
win 11.  KinK,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  work  for  the  blind,  sub- 
mitted the  following'  report: 

"In  the  brief  time  allotted  to  me,  icj 
would  be  impo.'^sible  to  give  in  detail 
the  numerous  calls  we  have  had,  tol 
assist  in  placing  children  in  schools} 
and  the  other  calls  upon  our  time  and 
sympathy.  I^ast  .June  my  attentioni 
was  drawn  by  Di-.  Foster  to  the  con-l 
dition  of  a  young"  man  in  this  city,| 
who  had  ])y  accident  injured  his  eye, 
while  working-  in  the  woods  in  (^an-l 
ada.  I^ater  on  he  became  sightless,  thci 
prospect  of  a  strong  youn^  man  of 
23,  facing-  the  world  to  live  out  his} 
years,  sitting  in  idleness  and  darknessj 
appealed  strongly  to  me  and  it  was] 
at  this  time  the  -committee  for  the; 
blind  in  Boston,  always  ready  to  co- 
operate with  us,  had  the  young  man 
enter  a  class  in  the  manufacturing  of 
willow  ware,  giving  him  his  board  and 
furnishing,  him  with  steady  employ- 
ment at  the  (;losc  of  his  apprentice- 
ship. It  is  needless  to  say  he  is  happy! 
in  his  work  and  is  doing  well. 

"Mr.  Green  who  is  working  for  the 
commission,  in  the  interest  of  the 
conservation  of  sight  and  classes  for 
children  of  defective  sight  visited  our 
city  in  September  aJid  two  weeks  ago 
told  me  such  a  class  had  been  formed 
in  Springfield,  the  printing  for  the 
cla.ss  being  done  by  the  boys  in  the 
vocational  schools. 
;     "Miss  .lane  Russell,   matron  for  the 

fiursery  for  blind  babies,  also  spent' 
he  day  in  our  city,  to  call  upon  the! 
parents  of  children  in  the  home.  We 
Also   visited   the    homes   o£   two   blind,' 


children  who  it  is  hoped  later  on  will 
be  placed  under  her  loving  care. 

"The  J^ibrary  Reading  Circle  for 
the  blind  has  held  meetings  ,  every 
Wednesday  afternoon  commencing  in 
October.  Miss  Ida  A.  McAfee  had 
jharge  of  the  meetings  during  October 
and  Mrs.  Hopkins  the  meetings  in 
xVoxember  and  Decembtr.  In  convey- 
ing the  members  of  the  circle  to  the 
library  nine  persons  l^a\'e  loaned  their 
automobiles,  one  lady  her  carriage 
four  afternoons.  'Eleven  ladies  have 
served  as  guides  and  the  Camp  Fire 
Girls  seven  times.  The  enrollment  of 
the  class  is  17.  A\'erage  attendance 
14.  All  who  have  shown  such  kindly 
and.  practical  assistance  we  would 
most  heartily  thank,  as  this  meet- 
ing together  once  a  week  ia  some- 
thing to  look  forward  to. 

"It  was  a  matter  of  regret  that  our 
help  of  money  from  Boston  to  pur- 
chase Symphony  tickets  was  with- 
drawn, not  from  lack  of  interest  in 
our  work  but  from  other  conditions. 
If  we  could  not  have  the  Symphony, 
we  have  reason  to  rejoice  that  our 
reading  circle  was  permitted  through 
the  courtesy  of  Miss  Prescptt  and  sev- 
eral others  to  attend  the  concert  in 
aid   of  the   Polish   people. 

"And  now  we  have  another  sur- 
prise. We  have  once  more  to  thank 
Mrs.  Otis  Pierce,  who  several  years 
ago  gave  tickets  to  Sousa  concerts, 
and  now  has  sent  20  tickets  to  the 
concert  given   by  Harry  Lauder.  ' 

"Not  only  are  we  called  upon  to 
help  the  blind,  but  at  present  the 
commission  are  trying  to  place  a  deaf 
child,  of  four  in  a  school,  where  he 
may  be  properly  trained  to  speak  and 
understand  lip  language  and  where  he 
may  progress  until  at  manhood  he 
will  be  at)le  to  take  his  place  in  the 
industrial   world. 

"The  commission  asks  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  club  and  others  interest- 
ed, that  we  may  bring  m^ore  sunshine 
and  joy  into  the  darkened  lives  of 
our  blind  friends." 


WORK  FOR  JBLINO.. 
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Report  Submitted  by  Mrs.  E 
King  at  Quarterly  Meeting  of 
Woman's  Club. 


At  the  quarterly  business  meeting 
of  the  New  Bedford  Woman's  ciub, 
held  yesterday  afternoon,  Mrs.  Ed- 
win R.  Kins",  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  work  for  the  blind,  sub- 
mitted the  followingr  report: 

"In  the  brief  time  allotted  to  me,  it 
^^  ouid  be  impossible  to  give  in  detail 
the  numerous  calls  we  have  had,  to 
assist  in  placing  children  in  schools 
and  the  other  calls  upon  our  time  and 
sympathy.  liast  June  my  attention 
■was  drawn  by  Dr.  Foster  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  young  man  in  this  city, 
who  had  by  accident  injured  his  eye, 
while  working-  in  the  woods  in  Can- 
ada. Liater  on  he  became  siglntless,  the; 
prospect  of  a  strong  young  man  of 
28,  facing  the  world  to  live  out  his 
years,  sitting  in  idleness  and  darkness 
appealed  stronrly  to  me  and  it  was 
at  this  tinae  the  commftt««  for  the 
blind  in  Boston,  always  ready  to  co- 
operate with  us,  had  the  young  man 
enter  a  cla«s  in  the  manufacturing  of 
"Tvillow  ware,  giving  him  his  board  and 
furnishing  him  with  steady  employ- 
ment at  the  close  of  his  appreontice- 
•hip.  It  is  needless  to  say  he  is  happy 
in  his  work  and  Is  doing  well. 

"Mr.  Green  who  is  working  for  the 
commission,  in  the  interest  of  the 
conserx'-ation  of  sight  and  classes  for 
children  of  defective  sight  visited  our 
city  in  September  and  two  weeks  ago 
told  me  such  a  class  had  been  formed 
in  Springfield,  the  printing  for  the 
class  being  done  by  the  boys  In  the 
vocationaJ  schools. 

"Miss  Jano  Russell,  matron  for  the 
nursery  for  blind  babies,  also  sp«nt 
the  day  in  our  city,  to  cail  upon  the 
parents  of  children  in  the  home.  We 
also  visited  the  homes  of  two  blind 
children  who  it  is  hoped  later  on  will 
be  placed  under  her  loving  care, 

"The  Library  Reading  Circle  for 
the  blind  has  held  meetings  every 
Wednesday  afternoon  commencing  in 
October.  Miss  Ida  A.  McAfee  had 
charge  of  the  meetings  during  October 


and  Mrs.  Hopkins  the  meetingrs  in 
November  and  December.  In  convey- 
ing the  members  of  the  circle  to  the 
librarj'  nine  persons  have  loaned  their 
automobUw,  ftp*  l%dy  her  c«3l*^ 
four  afternoons.  Eleven  ladies  have 
ser\'ed  as  gruides  and  the  Camp  Fire 
Girls  seven  times.  The  enrollment  of 
the  dass  is  17.  Average  attendance 
14.  All  who  have  shown  such  kindly 
and  practical  a,ssistance  we  would 
most  heartily  thank,  as  this  meet- 
ing tog-ether  once  a  week  is  some- 
thing to  look  forward  to. 

"It  was  a  mettter  of  regret  that  our 
help  of  nnoney  from  Boston  to  pui- 
chase  Sj'mphony  tickets  was  with- 
drawn, not  from  lack  of  interest  in 
our  work  but  from  other  conditions. 
It  we  could  not  have  the  Symphony, 
we  have  i-eason  to  rejoice  that  our 
reading  circle  was  permitted  through 
the  courtesy  of  Miss  Prescott  and  sev- 
eral others  to  attend  the  concert  in 
aid  of  the  Polish  people. 

"And  now  we  have  another  sur- 
prise. We  have  once  more  to  thank 
Mrs.  Otis  Pierce,  who  several  years 
ago  gave  tickets  to  Sousa  concerts, 
and  now  has  sent  20  tickets  to  the 
concert  given  by  Harry  Lauder. 

"Not  only  are  we  called  upon  to 
help  the  blind,  but  at  present  the 
commission  are  trying  to  place  a  deaf 
child,  of  four  in  a  school,  where  he 
may  be  properly  trained  to  speak  and 
understand  lip  language  and  where  he 
may  progress  until  at  manhood  he 
will  be  able  to  take  his  place  in  the 
industrial  world. 

"The  connmission  asks  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  club  and  others  interest- 
ed, that  we  may  bring  more  sunshine 
and  joy  into  the  darkened  lives  of 
ai^r  hllTifi   friends."  , 


TlexO  BedLyp^dL^  InrVaus^.,     Juw\-e>s_ 
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,  E.  R. 
SPEAKS  ON  IRK ' 
EOR  THE  BIINOI 


Quarterly   Business    Meet-] 
ing  of  Woman's 
^  ^  Club  Held 

At  the  quarterly'  business  meeting 
of  the  New  Bedford  Woman's  club, 
held  yesterday  afternoon,  Mrs.  Ed-, 
win  R.  King,  chairman  of  the  com-| 
niittee  on  work  for  the  blind,  sub- 
ttiitted  the   following    report: 

"In  the  brief  time  allotted  to  me,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  give  in  detail 
the  numerous  calls  we  have  had,  to 
aasist  in  placing  children  in  schools 
and  the  other  calls  upon  our  time  and 
sympathy.  Last  June  my  att 
Avas  drawn  by  Dr.  Foster  to  th^  c 
dition  of  a  young  man  in  this  cit' 
who  had  by  accident  injured  his  ey 
while  working  in  the  woods  in  Can 
ada.  Later  on  he  became  sightless, 
the  prospect  of  a  strong  young  man 
of  23  facing  the  world  to  live  out  his 
years,  sitting  in  idleness  and  darkness 
appealed  strongly  to  me  and  it  was 
at  this  time  the  committee  for  the 
blind  in  Boston,  always  ready  to  co- 
operate with  us.  had  the  young  man 
enter  a  class  in  the  manufacturing  of 
willow  ware,  giving  him  his  board  and 
furnishing  him  with  steady  employ- 
ment at  the  close  of  his  apprentice- 
ship. It  is  needless  to  say  he  is  happy 
in    his    work   and   is    doing   well. 

"Mr.  Green,  who  is  working  for  the 
commission,    in    the    interest      of      the 


conservation  of  sight  and  classes  for 
children  of  defective  sight,  visited  our 
city  in  September  and  two  weeks  ago 
told  me  such  a  class  had  been  formed 
in  Springfield,  the  printing  for  the 
class  being  done  by  the  hoys  in  the 
vocational  schools. 

"Miss  Jane  Russell,  matron  fi|^Jthe 
nursery  for  blind  babies,  also  speiTT 
the  day  in  our  city,  to  call  upon  the 
parents  of  children  in  the  home.  We 
also  visited  the  homes  of  two  blind 
children,  who  it  is  hoped  later  on  will 
be  placed  under  her  loving  care. 
Library  Reading  Circl^ 
"The  Library  Reading  Circle  for 
the  blind  has  held  meetings  every 
Wednesday  afternoon  commencing  in 
October.  Miss  Ida  A.  McAfee  had 
charge  of  the  meetings  during  October 
and  Mrs^  Hopkins  the  meetings  in 
November  and  December.  In  convey- 
ing the  members  of  the  circle  to  the 
library  nine  persons  have  loaned  their 
automobiles,  one  woman  her  carriage 
four  afternoons.  Eleven  women  have 
served  as  guides  and  the  Camp  Fire 
Girls  seven  times.  The  enrollment  of 
the  class  is  17.  Average  attendance 
Hi  All  who  '-::"  1'nnrn  irr^-iij^diy 
and  practical  assistance  we  j^rild 
most  heartily  thank,  as  this  meet- 
ing together  once  a  week  is  some-r 
thing   to  ^ok   forward   to. 

"It  was  a  matter  of  regret  that  our 
help  of  money  from  Boston  to  pur- 
chase Symphony  tickets  was  with- 
drawn, not  from  lack  of  interest  in 
our  work,  but  from  other  conditions. 
If  we  could  not  have  the  Symphony, 
we  have  reason  to  rejoice  that  our 
reading  circle  was  permitted  through 
the  courtesy  of  Miss  ^escott  and  sev- 
eral others  to  attend  the  concert  in 
aid  of  the  Polish  people. 

"And  now  we  have  another  surprise, 
we  have  once  more  to  thank  Mrs.  Otis 
pierce,  who  several  years  ago  gave 
tickets  to  Sousa  concerts,  and  now  has 
sent  20  tickets  to  the  concert  given  by 
Harry   Lauder. 

"Not  only  are  we  called  upon  to 
help  the  blind,  but  at  present  the 
commission  are  trying  to  place  a  deaf 
child  of  four,  in  a  school,  where  he 
may  be  properly  trained  to  speak  and 
understand  lip  language  and  where  he 
may  progress  until  at  manhood  he 
will  be  able  to  take  his  place  in  the 
industrial    world. 


■ '^     ^ 


"The  commission  asks  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  club  and  others  interest- 
ed, that  we  may  brinsr  more  sunshine 
^nd  joy  into  the  darivened  lives  of 
our   blind   friends." 


Oa^vn  b  VLcLq^e^.  TV^aLSS.,    CUrQvv,uc>L 


\      BLIND     WORKERS'    EXHIBIT 

\  Miad-^WiK-MOices  Lewis,  manager  of 
tlo  TVoolsoii  house  industries,  a  work- 
sAo!>  and  social  centre  for  the  blind,  in 
this  city,  was  in  charge  of  an  exhibition 
and  sale  held  in  Hotel  Somerset  Monday. 
The  Massachusetts  Commission  for  th^» 
Blind  w^as  also  interested  in  the  success 
x)f  the  undertaking,  and  the  display  was, 
not  onlv  important  from  the  point  of 
view  of  industrial  education,  but  beauci- 
ful  in  itself,  A  high  standard  is  set  for 
the  work  turned  out  by  these  sightl«?ss 
men  and  women,  and  everything  offenvl 
was  fully  un  to  the  mark. 
*  There  are  about  one  hundred  blind 
women  throughout  the  state  who  work  la 
their  homes.  Some,  when  be'ginuiug,  have 
almost  no  skill,  but  they  are  encouraged 
to  do  better  and  the  evolution  from  tl  o 
plainest  of  nlain  holders  to  fine  aprons 
shows  the  encouragement  which  they  re- 
ceive. Among  the  things  displayed  were 
Nantucket  "takers."  a  simple  but  useful 
contrivance  to  take  the  place  of  the  old- 
time  ovtu  cloth:  bags  for  all  sorts  of 
purposes,  crocheted  and  knitted  jackets, 
,b^d  socks,  mittens,  woven  hangings,  elab- 
orate runners,  table  covers  and  baskets. 

Cora  Crocker,  a  vouus:  woman  who  is 
deaf  as  well  as  blind,  exhibited  some 
handsome  braided  rugs,  perfectly  made 
land  alike  on  both  sides.  To  add  to  the 
interest,  there  was  a  displav  of  chrysan- 
themums  grown    bv    a    blind     florist     iJi 

Hy(1p  Fiirfe : ^ 
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3.    i^  IS 


Under  the  auspices  o^-^thw '  Wttman's 
club,  the  annual  sale  conducted  by  the 
Massachusetts  Blind  commission  will 
be  held  Monday  afternoon.  Dec;  20,  in 
Music  hall  at  2.  Two  tables  of  work 
done  by  local  blind  people  will  be  on 
sale,  one  table  containing  articles  made 
by  women  and  the  other  showing-  ma- 
terial produced  at  the  blind  shop  on 
Borden  street.  The  committee  in 
charge  solicits  patronage  for  the  worthy 
cause. 
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BJ^gnmO  HEAR  CONCERT. 

A  generoujs  lover  of  mtislc  has  mad© 
it  possible  for  the  class  of  blind  people 
hvho  meet  at  the  City  Library  once  a 
r^'-eek  to  enjoy  the  splendid  concert  of 
the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra  In  the 
Auditorium  next  Monday  evening.  No 
one  appreciates  good  music  more  than 
these  people  whose  affliction  hajs  served 
to  quicken  their  sense  of  hearing  and 
it  will  be  a  rare  treat  for  them.  They 
will  have  the  best  seats  in  the  Audi- 
torium.        ^ 


SALE  FOR  THE  BUND. 

At  this  season  of  Christmas^'^irit^  a 
fine  opportunity  is  offered  the  public 
of  helping  others  to  help  themselves. 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  Fall  River 
Woman's  club,  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  of  Work  for  the  Blind  will 
conduct  a  sale  in  Music  hall,  Mondaj', 
Dec.  20.  The  sale  will  be  held  in  the 
lower  hall  and  the  doors  will  be  opened 
to  the  public  from  1  o'clock  until  6. 
There  will  be  a  special  table  of  articles 
made  by  the  local  blind  people,  both 
men  and  women.  Hand  woven  art 
squares,  fabrics,  rugs,  knitted  goods, 
machine  and  handsewed  articles, 
housekeepers  supplies,  baskets,  brooms, 
wundermops  are  only  a  few  of  the 
many  useful  and  beautiful  articles 
Which  will  be  offered  for  sale.  It  will 
be  a  happy  feeling  that  while  purchas- 
ing your  Christmas  gifts  you  have 
^elped  someone  else. 
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Wm^  SALE  FOTRTHfE  "BLIND. 

^^he  fact  that  there  ^iMLfaft^^j,  W^  ^^ 
arlicleg  by  the  blind  of  Fall  River 
should  incite  interest  in  the  sale  which 
is  to  be  held  in  Music  Hall.  Monday 
afternoon  from  1  to  6  o'clock.  The 
smaller  hall  will  be  u.s€d  for  the  sale. 


There  will  be  a  larg-e  variety  of  arti- 
cles suitable  for  Christmas  gifts  and 
in  buying  them  at  this  sale  you  will 
be  helping:  a  people  who  are  trj'ing 
to  help  themselves.  The  work  which 
is  done  at  the  institute  for  the  blind 
in  Cambridgre  is  ver\'  wonderful  and 
is  worth  a  trip  to  the  Music  Hall  to 
see.  There  are  woven  rugs  and  fab- 
rics, knitted  goods,  machine  and  hand- 
sowed  articles  and  many  things  which 
people  with  two  good  eyes  hesitate  to 
attempt.  Buy  at  least  one  of  j-our 
Cliristmas  '.jifts  at  the  sale  for  the 
blind. 


WHAT  THE  STATE 

IS  DOING 

POR  THOSE  WHO 

BECOME  BUND 

Commission  Appointed   1  0  Years  Ago, 
the  First  of  Its  Kind  in  This  Country, 
Is  in  Touch  WitH    1  000  Blind  Persons  Each  Year 
—Devising   New  Means  of  Employment 
Only  Part  of  Its   Work-  __ 

—New  Industries  and  Special  Workshops- 
— Saving  a  Man's  Right  to  Vote. 


There  are  about  4000  blind  people  in 
Massachusetts.  How  are  they  cared  for 
—how  employed— what  vital  interest 
have  they  in  life?  The  annual  report  of 
'the  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Blind  may  be  regarded  as  a  general  an- 
swer to  the  question. 


The  planning  and  preparation  of  63^ 
hibits,  including,  as  that  of  the  Panama- 
Pacific  Exposition,  is  a  part  of  the  work 
of  the  general  superintendent,  Miss  Lucy 
Wright.  She  has  to  act  as  adviser  to 
agents  on  the  day's  work  and  on  such 
special  studies  as  that  on  defective  eye- 
sight. Her  mind  has  to  be  constantly 
on  the  alert  for  new  occupations,  two 
of  the  newest  being  the  oriental  rug 
knotting  and  the  willow  industry. 

This  particular  kind  of  effort  does  not 
end  here,  however,  for  she  then  has  to 
work  out  and  perfect  plans  whereby  the 
new  industries  may  be  added  to  the 
present  list  of  occupations.  If  a  new 
workshop  is  needed,  as  was  the  case 
last  year,  when  it  was  provided  through 
the  Association  for  the  Blind,  it  is  again 
Miss  Wright's  work  to  present  that  need 
and  to  develop  suitable  plans  for  it. 

To  be  constantly  studying  the  needs  of 
the  blind,  such  as  the  use  of  the  James 
A.  Woolson  House  as  a  social  center  for 
the  blind  women— all  these  things,  and 
many  more,  are  "up  to"  the  general 
Biiperintendent. 


Saving  a  Man's  Vote. 

A  visit  to  the  central  office  at  3  Park 
St  would  quickly  convince  one  that  the 
day's  work  of  general  superintendent  is 
not  easy  to  define.  The  office  is  a  tar- 
get for  questions  from  the  piiblic  who 
are  interested  in  the  blind,  from  the 
blind  themselves,  frohi  fellow  workers  in 
various  departments  and  fiom  the  board 
on  which  she,  works. 

On  general  questions,  inquiries  come  in 
any  year  from  as  many  and  varied 
points  as  Hawaii,  Ottawa,  Indiana, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Pennsylvania,  and 
there  is  constant  exchange  of  informa- 
,tion  between  Ohio,  New  York  and  Mas- 
isachusetts  in  this  field  of  work. 

Very  recently  a  well-known  oculist 
telephoned  that  he  wished  to  send  up 
for  advice  concerning  an  out-of-the 
State  patient  who  had  suddenly  been 
made  blind  through  a  dynamite  explo- 
sion. He  was  a  man  of  resources,  "but 
had  yet  to  learn  of  the  activities  for  the 
blind,"  the  doctor  said,  and  he  was  re- 
turning to  Ijis  home  State  the  next  day. 
What  could  be  done? 

An  automobile  was  borrowed,  and  in 
10  minutes  th^  newly  blind  vi.sitor  was 
on  his  way  to  talk  things  over  with  a 
blind  florist,  who  lost  his  sight  only 
three  years  ago,  and  who  could  be  seen 
cheerfully  at  v/ork  in  his  green  house. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  questions 
once  came  by  long-distance  telephone 
from  a  blind  man  who  wanted  to  vote 
and  found  himself  challenged  by  a  town 
authority.  The  doubting  official  was  put 
on  the  line  and  convinced  that  the  blind 
man  in  question  (a  college  graduate) 
could  meet  the  requirement  of  the  con- 
stitution by  touch  if  necessary,  and  he 
agreed  the  law  didn't  require  you  to 
read  it  with  your  eyes.  The  blind  man 
in  question  has  since  served  on  the 
public  boards  of  his  town. 


First  in  Its  Field. 

The    Massachusetts 


Commission     for 
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the  Blind  is  an  unpaid  board  of  five! 
members,  two  women  and  three  men, 
appointed  by  the  Governor.  One  rriember 
is  blind.  They  work  under  a  special  act 
of  the  Legislature.  When  this  act  was 
sii^ned  by  the  late  Gov  Guild,  on  May  11, 
1906,  it  created  the  first  permanent  State 
Commission  for  the  blind  in  the  United 
States.  Since  the  other  permanent  com-' 
mis.'Jions  have  been  created  in  New 
York,  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  and  boards 
with  kindred  duties  in  Indiana,  and 
other  States.  > 

This  act  was  especially  planned  to 
recognize  the  need  for  industrial  train- 
ing and  employment  of  blind  people, 
especiallj'  those  becoming  blind  after  the 
age  of  20.  Ten  years  ago  this  group  was 
an  almost  unrecognized  part  of  the 
blind  population.  The  emphasis  in  work 
for  the  blind  had  previously  been  put  al- 
most entirely  upon  education.  ] 

There  are  in  Massachusetts  about  4000 
blind  people.  Of  these  500  are  under  20 
years  of  age,  1500  between  the  ages  of 
20  and  60,  and  2000  over  60  years  of  age. 
Seventy  percent  of  all  have  lost  their 
sight  since  the  age  of  20,  so  it  will  be 
seen  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
problem  of  blindness  is  inevitably  an 
adult  problem. 

The  commission  employs  a  paid  staff 
of  32  workers,  of  whom  11  are  blind.  All 
other  blind  persons  with  whom  the  com- 
mission is  in  personal  touch  may  be 
grouped  as  either  volunteer  blind  work- 
ers for  the  blind  or  as  beneficiaries.  In 
any  given  year,  the  commission  has  to 
do  with  more  than  1000  blind  people,  of 
whom  120  are  now  regularly  employed 
in  special  shops  for  the  blind. 


Special  Shops  Employ  120. 

The  story  of  the  growth  of  these  spe- 
cial industries  is  an  interesting  chapter 
in  itself.  The  labor  to  be  employed  con- 
sists of  men  and  women  of  varying  de- 
grees of  skill  and  entirely  different  ex- 
perience in  life.  Often  these  people  are 
newly  blind,  discouraged  and  laboring 
ui;der  difficulties— sometimes  people  who 
previously  i.ollo«\-ed  occupations  utterly 
impossible  without  sight.  Ten  years  ago 
Massachusetts  had  15  to  18  blind  men 
cnly  in  a  opecial  shop  connected  with 
the  Perkins  School,  while  todav  we  have 
120  blind  p8rson!^  regularly  employed  in 
a  chain  of  seven  special  workshops. 
.  There  has  been  a  fivefold  increase  iu 
returns  to  '.he  blind  through  these  spe- 
cial shops  and  the  sale.sroofn  for  the 
bhnd  m  the  first  eight  years.  In  that 
time  more  than  5200,000  has  gone  directly 
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Eighty  or  more  workers  in  theii  homes 
l^.rgely  women  who  have  been  t«,io-h^t^, 
tne  State  Home  teacheJs  consfg^f  wnH 
and    take    orders    through '°?fe^ceSt°rai 


rCiflce  salesroom  for  knitting,  hand  se«'- 
jing-    and    other    Vv-ork,      Men    contribute 

bits  ot  carpentry  and  basketry  of  a  high 

crder. 

Workers'   Interesting   Duties. 

The  day's  work  of  the  day  workers 
who  go  out  from  this  central  oflRee 
would  make  an  interesting  story  in  it- 
self. One  worker  does  the  follow-up 
work  for  the  children  with  seriously  de- 
fective eyesight  in  the  special  class  in 
th2  Boston  public  schools.  Another, 
with  training  as  a  medical  social  work- 
er, gives  special  counsel  and  help  in 
cases  where  sickness  or  active  eye 
troiible  is  involved.  Another  works  on 
the  very  different  problem  of  finding 
employment  for  blind  persons  iTi  com- 
petition with  the  sighted.  Still  another 
devG  es  his  time  to  nonmedical  work  foi* 
\pves  ition  of  blindness  and  conserva- 
tion f  eyesight,  working  in  various, 
cities- of  the  State. 

Miss  Wright  has  had  experience  in 
woi  -  for  the  blind  for  more  than  11 
years.  For  a  year  before  the  permanent 
I  commission  was  established  she  served' 
as  field  worker  f«r  the  investigating 
commission,  and  went  to  see  600  or' 
more  blind  people  in  their  homes.  For 
five  years  she  acted  as  superintendent 
of  the  central  office  and  field  worker. 
When  Mr  Charles  F.  F.  Campbell  re- 
signed in  1910,  to  help  initiate  similai- 
work  in  other  States,  Miss  Wright  was 
made  general  superintendent. 

«he  was  oorn  in  Massachusetts  and 
is  a  graduate  of  Wellesley,  class  of  1900. 
She  had  several  years  of  social  work 
before  coming  into  this  field.  She  con- 
si  iers  the  most  important  developments 
in  work  for  the  blind  in  the  last  10 
years  to  be,  first,  the  recognition  of  pre- 
vention for  blindness  and  conservation 
of  eyesight  as  the  foundation  of-  all 
v.-rk  of  this  kind;  second,  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  necessity  of  occupation  for 
the  blind,  even  at  an  expense,  for  th© 
sake  of  their  health  and  sanity.  Miss 
Wright  gives  almost  as  important  a 
place  to  recreation. 


Just  Like  Other  Folks. 

Among  the  things  which  Miss  Wright 
feels  she  has  especially  learned  from 
the  blind  themselves  is  the  necessity  of 
trusting  other  senses  as  well  as  that 
ol  sight.  Indeed,  one  of  the  most  won- 
derful things  in  this  work  is  the  ex- 
tent to  which  other  senses  may  be 
trusted— a  fact  not  fully  realized  in  the 
education  and  lives  of  most  of  us. 

A  special  word  which  Miss  Wright 
woiiid  like  to  see  passed  along  is  that 
of  treating  the  blind  exactly  as  though 
they  could  see,  and  not  as  though  their 
minds  worked  in  a  different  manner  and 
their  interests  were  different  from  those 
of  the  sighted. 

"This  is  evidently  very  hard  to  re- 
member," she  says,  "even  for  the  fam- 
ilies of  those  who  are  blind." 
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The    blind    really   want,    like   any   one 

j  else,    to    walk   and    talk,    and    sinf   and 

I  dance,  and  work  and  play;  even  ir  they 

I  must,  to  quote  their  own  comment,  also 

"learn  how  to  be  blind"  in  certain  ways. 

The    newly    blind    often    are    far    from 

jcnowlng    the    possibilities    of    going    on 

hving  actively  and  effectively  under  the 

handicap  of  blindness. 

One  of  the  blind  workets  on  the  staff 
of  the  commission,  who  lost  his  sight  at 
the  age  of  10,  tells  how  his  grandfather 
never  accustomed  himself,  as  long  as  he 
lived,    to    the    fact    that    his    grandson 
could   think   and .  choose   as   actively  as 
'  before  he  lost  his  sight.    He  persisted  in 
I  askmg     the      boy's     mother      "whether 
'  Charlie  would  have  apple  pie,"   instead 
of  asking  the   boy   himself.     This   same 
worker  tells   how,   when    he   was   a   boy 
at  school,   a  visitor  called  her  husbanii 
;  to  come  and  see  the  little  boys  washing 
their   own    hands,    as   though   this    were 
not  one  of  the  things  that  could  be  per- 
fectly well  done  in  the  dark. 


Hardest  Lesson  to  Learn. 

"One  of  the  happiest  bits  of  sunshine 
found  in  such  a  position  as  mine,"  con- 
cluded Miss  Wright,  "is  the  chance  it 
gives  to  witness  the  generosity  of  other 
people  to  the  blind,  and  the  courage  of 
the  blind  themselves.  It  is  reassuring: 
to  your  faith  in  human  character  and  in 
democracy. 

"The  hardest  lesson  for  the  blind  is 
the  dependence  that  can't  be  helped,  and 
the  hardest  thing  for  the  sight  worker 
tor  the  blind  is  not  to  be  able  to  find  a 
way  to  help  out  a  'bread-and-butter' 
need. 

"Sales,  special  industries,  chances  f©r 
work  in  competition  with  the  seeing,  re- 
sources for  recreation,  all  need  to  be 
doubled  for  the  blind  in  Massachusetts. 
If  as  much  is  done  in  the  next  10  years 
as  has  been  done  in  the  past  10  years, 
there  is  a  chance  for  our  State  to  have 
as  adequate  resources  for  the  adult 
blind  as,  with  the  Nursery  for  Blind 
Babies,  Perkins  Institution  and  the 
promise  of  public  school  classes  for  chil- 
dren with  seriously  defective  sight,  she 
now  has  for  blind  and  semi-blind 
youth." 
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1e.  W.  Holme¥r  of  th^e  state  commis- 
syn  for  the«4i^iiiidMd/va>a  here  on  Tues- 
day in  consultation  wity  Fred  A.  Smith 
regarding  the  possible  purchase  o':  the 
property  known  as  the  White  place  , in 
|Woods  Village  for  a  home  for  the 
blind.  Mr.  Holmes,  v/ho  is  blind, 
[came  here  with  an  attendant  and  both 
went  to  Woods  Village  with  Mr.  Smith. 
The  A-arious  points  about  the  place 
were  explained  to  Mr.  Holmes  and  he 
left  for  home  quite  pleased  with  the 
place.  .The  property  consists  of  forty 
acres  of  good  land,  a  house  of  twenty- 
[seven  rooms,  a  basket  shop  and  a  first- 
class  water  privilege.  The  place  was 
occupied  by  the  late  Edwin  White  for 
many  years  and  is  now  owned  by  T^. 
W.  Phelps,  of  Ayer,  and  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Smith,  a  local  real  es- 
^^^o    it     f nr    mJi— t— m — 
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Favor  Col^>ny  for  Blind. 

The  Massachusetts  Commission  for 
the  Blind,  in  its  report  filed  in  the 
House,  recovamend;,  an  appropriation 
of  $15,000  for  the  establishment  of 
an  occupational  colony  for  the  blind. 
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BUYS  IN  SOUTH  BOSTON. 
James  E.  Coveney  has  sold  for  Samu- 
el W.  Johnson  the  one-familv  frame 
dwelling,  69  Thomas  pk,  corner  of  G  st. 
South  Boston,  con*ahiing  15  rooms  and 
improvements.  There  are  8800  square  feet 
of  land.  The  whole  is  taxed  for  $7800.  The 
purchasers  are  the  Association  for  Pro- 
moting the  Interest  to  the  Adult  .Blind, 
who    buy    for    occupaney., 


Bostow^,    VWa^ss.,    J 
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NEW  PROJECT  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Social  Centre  for  Men  to  Be  Opened  by 

Massachusetts  Association 


A  long-<3esired  plan  for  a  social  centra 
for  men  who  are  blind  has  been  made  pos-  j 
sible  by  the  receipt  of  funds  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Association  for  Promoting  the  In- 
terests of  the  Blind,  the  annual  meeting: 
of  which  was  held  yesterday  in  Perkins 
Hall,  264  Boylston  street.  The  house,  It 
was  announced,  will  be  partly  self-support- 
ing, but  added  funds  for  its  yearly  expense's 
will  be  a  necessary  part  of  the  association's 
new  budget.  A  house  and  a  resident  leader 
have  already  been  secured. 

Few  people  realize  the  important  steps 
in  work  for  the  blind  in  this  State  which 
have  been  taken  by  this  organization. 

It  brought  about  the  establishment  of  a 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind  after  a 
campaign  of  publicity  and  important  pre- 
liminary experiments  in  special  industries 
for  the  blind. 

It  initiated  and  supported  the  movement 
for  prevention  of  blindness  until  the  Stats 
was  ready  to  take  over  that  work. 

It  has  for  several  years  supported  and 
then  aided  in  the  support  of  the  Outlook 
for  the  Blind,  the  only  magazine  published 
In  ink  print  in  the  United  States  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  blind. 

It  has  developed  and  maintained  the 
James  A.  Woolson  House  as  a  social  centre 
for  blind  women,  and  makes  itself  respon- 
sible for  the  continuation  of  this  work. 

It  has  maintained  for  some  years  a  loan 
and  aid  fund  for  the  blind,  especially  de- 
signed to  meet  exceptional  cases. 

It  has,  during  the  past  year,  given  finan- 
cial support  to  the  willow  industry,  under 
the  Commission  for  the  Blind,  the  State 
having  made  insufficient  appropriation  for 
this  purpose. 

The  officers  of  the  association  are: 
James  Arnold  Lowell,  president;  Edward  E. 
Allen,  secretary;  Mary  Morton  Kehew,  treasurer, 
and  the  organization  may  be  reached  by  address- 
ing any  one  of  these  members  or  by  addressing: 
Saumuel  F.  Hubbard,  20  Parmenter  street,  or  Miss 
Annette  P.  Rogers,  5  Joy  street,  of  the  executive 
committee. 
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SOCIAL  CENTER  FOR  BLIND. 


House  for  Men  to  Be  Opened  %y, 
Massachusetts  Association  for  Pro- 
moting  Interests  of  the  Blind. 

At  the  annual  meeting-  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Association  for  Promoting  the 
Interests  of  the  Blind,  held  yesterday 
In  Perkins  Hall,  264  Boylston  st,  it  was 
announced  that  sufficient  funds  are 
available  to  begin  to  carry  out  the  long- 
desired  plan  for  a  social  center  for  blind 
men.  A  house  and  resident  leader  have 
already  been  secured. 

The  house  will  be  partly  self-support- 
ing, but  added  funds  for  its  yearly  ex- 
penses will  be  a  necessary  part  of  the 
association's  new  budget. 

During  the  past  year  the  association 
hap  given  support  to  the  willow  industry 
under  the  Commission  for  the  Blind,  as 
the  State's  appropriation  was  insuffi- 
cient. It  has,  too,  continued  to  main- 
tain the  Jfmes  A,  Woolson  House  as  a 
social  center  for  blind  women  and  to 
maintain  its  loan  and  aid  fund  for  the 
bhi.d. 

The  officers  are  James  Arnold  Lrowell, 
president;  Edward  E.  Allen,  secretary; 
Mary  Morton  Kehew,  treasurer. 
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!  Jennie  L.  Johnson  has  Iftinsferred 
to  the  Massachusetts  Association  for 
Promotinff  the  Interests  of  the  AJQult 
Blind,  the  frame  property  at  6J) 
lllgimA^Dk.,  South  Boston,  corner  of 
Gst^rW^x  valuation  is  $7800.  The 
lot  contains  8800  sq.  ft.  The  new 
owners  have  bought  for  occupancy. 
James  E.  Coveney  was  tlie  broker. 


Eosto>\^.  V)^au€»s.,    Qu^JLVe-rtuse^y . 


BLtsD  MEN  WILL  SOON 
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*    HAVE  A  SOCIAL  CENTRE 


MassacJiusetis  Association  Is  Broadening  Its   Wofk  in 
Behal)  o)  Unjoriunate  Men  and  Women 

In  announcing  the  opening  of  a  social  centre  for  blind  men  in 
the  near  future  the  ^Massachusetts  Association  for  Promoting  the 
Interests  of  the  Blind  shows  that  it  is  still  a  leader  in  the  work  for 
^he  Mind  people  of  the  State,  as  it  has  been  for  many  years.  The 
bpenW|^"W'W^  new  social  centre  means  the  fulfillment  of  a  long- 
cherished  plan,  and  it  has  been  made  possible  through  the  funds 
which  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  association. 

It  is  expected  that  the  social  center 
!V\ill  be  partly  self-sustaining,  biit  the 
responsibility  for  the  necessary  funds 
is  being  taken  by  the  association  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  annual  budget. 
The  house  and  a  well-qualified  resi- 
dent leader  have  already  been  se- 
fcured,  so  that  the  details  for  the 
opening  are  nearly,  completed. 

The  Massachusetts  Association  for 
!Promoting  the  Interests  of  the  Blind 
has  been  a  persistent  leader  in  min- 
istering to  the  welfare  of  the  blind  in 
this  State  to  such  an  extent  that  its 
various  activities  are  not  so  widely 
known  as  they  might  be. 

The  State  Commission  for  the  Blind 
ife  working  today  primarily  as  a  re- 
yiult  of  the  activities  of  the  associa- 
tion. It  conducted  a  campaign  of 
publicity  to  interest  the  public  in  the 
project  and  in  addition  carried  on  a 
number  of  experiments  in  special  in- 
cSustrics  for  the  blind  before  the 
Commission  was  finally  established. 

Another  important  activity  first 
begun  by  the  association  was  the 
work  looking  toward  the  prevention 
of  blindness,  as  well  as  provision  for 
the  unfortunates  already  affiicted. 
Here  again  the  association  main- 
tained the  work  until  the  State  was 
ready  to  assume  its  responsibility. 

The  State  Commission  for  the  Blind 
is  at  present  maintaining  a  willow 
jindustry,  but  last  year  the  Common- 


I  wealth  failed  to  make  sufficient  ap- 
jjroprlations  for  this  work,  and  the 
association  came  to  the  aid  of  the 
I  industry  with  financial  support. 

The  James  A.  Woolson  House, 
■v\hich  serves  as  a  social  centre  for 
blind  women,  owes  its  establishment 
and  maintenance  to  the  association, 
which  also  assumes  the  responsibility 
for  the  continuation  of  the  work  at 
this  centre. 

Of  spt'Cial  benefit  to  many  particu- 
lar cases  in  the  past  has  been  the 
loan  and  aid  fund  that  is  maintained 
primarily  for  use  in  exceptional  cases. 
Then  one  may  note  the  support  of 
the  "Outlook  for  the  Blind,"  the  only 
magazine  published  in  ink  print  in 
the  United  States  in  the  interest  of 
the  blind.  For  years  the  association 
carried  the  entire  support  of  this 
magazine  and  now  aids  in  its  support. 
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Society  Has  Done  Much 
For  Blind  Unfortunates 

To  thiyji^/^^  The  Boston  JournaJ: 

I  want  to  call  attention  to  a  meeting 
held   yesterday,   of  which  many  people 
may  not  have  known,  the  annual  meet- 
ing   of    the    Massachusetts    Association 
for     Promoting     the     Interests     of     the 
Blind.     It    was   Interesting   in    Itself    as 
a  meeting,  but  the  points  I  should  like 
especially    to    pass    along    as    meriting : 
public    attention    are:      The    record    of' 
this     generous    organization,     which     is' 
made  up  entirely  of  volunteers,  and  has 
no  paid  executive,   and  the  news  of  Its 
latest  venture  in  opening  a  social   cen- 
ter for   blind   men. 

Few  people  realize  the  important  steps 
In  work  for  the  blind  In  this  State  \\hlch 
have  been  taken  by  this  organization. 

It  brought  about  the  establishment 
of  a  State  Commission  for  the  Blind 
after  a  campaign  of  publicity  »nd  Im- 
portant preliminary  experiments  In  spe- 
cial  industries   for   the   blind. 

It  Initiated  and  supported  the  move- 
ment for  prevention  of  blindness  until 
the  State  was  ready  to  take  over  that 
work. 

It  has  for  several  years  supported 
and    then    aided   in   the    support    of    the 


"Outlook  for  the  Blind,"  the  only  mag- 
azine published  In  Ink  print  in  th« 
United  States  In  the  Interests  of  the 
blind. 

It  has  developed  and  maintained  the 
James  A.  Woolaon  House  as  a  social  I 
center  for  blind  women,  and  makes  it- ! 
6elf  responsible  for  the  continuation  of 
this  work. 

It   has   maintained   for   some   years    n 
loan  and   aid   fund  for  the   blind,   espc 
clally     designed     to     meet     exception... 
cases. 

It  has,  during  the  past  year,  glvei^ 
financial  support  to  the  willow  Industry, 
under  the  Commission  for  the  Blind,  the 
State  having  made  Insufficient  appro*  I 
priatlon  for  this  purpose. 

To  stand  ready  and  willing  to  Bup-  \ 
plement  the  work  of  others,  and  to ' 
bear  the  expense  and  uncertainty  of 
experiments,  seems  to  me  to  be  a  con- 
tribution to  society  that  should  not 
pass  unnoted,  so  I  take  pleasure  In 
calling  attention  to  this  modest  but 
substantial  society,  and  In  urging  gen- 
erous public  support  for  Us  work  when 
its  annual  appeaj^  Is  pre^^ently   niade. 

Sufficient  funds  are  already  available 
to  begin  to  carry  out  the  long-desired 
plan  for  a  social  center  for  men.  A 
house  and  resident  leader  have  been  se- 
cured. The  house  will  be  partly  self- 
supporting,  but  added  funds  for  its 
yearly  expenses  will  be  a  necessary 
part  of  the  association's  new  budget— 
and  this  will  be.  perhaps,  the  most 
pressing  budget  of  needs  the  association 
has  had  occasion  to  put  forth  for  some 
years. 

The  officers  of  the  association  are: 
James  Arnold  I^owell,  president;  Ed- 
ward E.  Allen,  secretary;  Mary  Morton 
Kehew.  treasurer.  The  organization 
may  be  reached  by  addressing  any  one 
of  these  members  or  by  addressing 
Samuel  F.  Hubbard,  20  Parmenter 
street,  or  Miss  Annette  P.  Rogers,  5 
Joy  street,  of  the  executive  committee. 
CHARLES  F.   BRADJ^EY. 

90   Mt.    Vernon    street,    Boston,    Jan. 
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CAMBRIDGE. 

The  Harvard  Alliance,  an  organiza- 
tion to  assist  the  blind,  held  a  meeting 
in  Essex  Hall,  Prospect  at,  last  night, 
to  discuss  the  bill  noW  before  the  Leg- 
islature relating  to  an  occupational  col- 
ony for  the  blind.  The  meeting  went 
on  record  in  favor  of  the  proposed  leg- 
islation, which  wljl  authorize  the  ex- 
penditure of  $15,000  for  the  first  year  a 
operations. 


U  A.vw^vu^g-e/ ,  yy\auSS.,  CW-rpyv^udft^. 


IN   INTEREST  OF  BLIND 


An  informal  meetinj 
pices  of  the  Harvard  alliance  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  action  upon  pending  Jegis- 
lation  for  the  interests  of  the  bliad  .^va^ 
held  at  Essex  hall,  Monday  evening. 
Councillor  George  F.  Mullett  presided. 
Among  the  speakers  were  Charles  W. 
I  Holmes,  superintendent  of  training  and 
I  employment  for  men,  Massachusetts  c- th- 
mifjsion  for  the  blind;  Senator  James 
W,  Bean;  Elwyn  C.  Smith,  in- 
structor at  the  Perkins  institution  and 
Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind;  Lil- 
lian R.  Garside.  state  home  teacher  for 
the  blind;  Arthur  F.  Sullivan,  social 
worker;  Miss  Lucy  Wright,  general  su- 
perintendent, Massachusetts  comndssiou 
for  the  blind;  Francis  Bard  well,  inspec- 
tor of  almshouses,  state  board  of  char- 
ities. The  Luetz  trio  rendered  selections 
and  Miss  Eleanor  Luetz  gave  a  'cello 
solo.  The  committee  in  charge  consisted 
of  George  fW,  Wellington,  Harry  W. 
Monson,  William  J.  McKeever  and  Ebeu 
Stickney. 

The  meeting  went  on  record  as  favor- 
ing the  bill,  now  before  the  legislature, 
providing  for  an  occupational  colony  for 
blind  men. 


ho^Ai^ll.  YV^A^ss.,    TJ^z.Le- 
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PENSIONS  FOR  BUND 

BilHV^bstitute  an  Occupational 

Colony  for  an  Annuity  of  $200 

a  Year  Not  Favored  Here 


A  project  to  spend  $15,000  for  the 
establishment  of  aa  occupational  col- 
ony for  the  blind,  fathered  by  the. 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  tliej 
Blind,,,  is  not  entirely  approved  by] 
Lowell  blind  men,  and  others  who 
are  following  the  development  of  the 
scheme. 

There  is  a  bill  In  th©  legislature 
which  provides  for  a  pension  of  $200 
annually  to  every  blind  person  who 
has  to  support  himself.  Local  blind 
men  favor  this,  but  not  the  occupa- 
tional  colony  "bill. 

The  bill  for  th»  occupational  col- 
ony, sponsored  by  the  commission,  is' 
believed  by  the  Lowell  blind  men  to 
be  an  effort  to  defeat  the  pension' 
ibill.  Be  that  as  it  may,  both  bills  I 
are  of  great  interest  to  the  blind  of 
Lowell  as  well  as  those  of  tne  en- 
tire   state. 

^"^4»urpoB«  ot   Occnpational   Colony 

Charles  "W.  Holmes,  superintendent 
pf  training  and  employment  for  men, 
has  taken  such  an  interest  in  the 
jroposed  occupational  colony  pro- 
pet,  that  he  has  addressed  the  Low- 
ill  blind  men  and  has  set  the  matter 
efore  them  in  a  light  that  clearly 
ets  forth  the  purposes  of  the  scheme. 

He   say.««: 

"An  occupational  colony  Is  needed, 
ot  to  replace,  but  to  supplement  ex- 
stlng  shops.  It  will  provide  both 
n  adequate  centre  for  industrial 
raining  for  men,  and  regular  instl- 
■<ioiial  occupation  for  certain  groups. 


I 


'he  Commission  is  fully  aware,  of 
curse,  of  the  disadvantages  of  in- 
tltutlonal  life;  but  long  experience 
ompels  the  conclusion  that  such  an 
ocupational  co'lony  as  it  proposes  is 
ssential  to  meet  certain  needs  that, 
%  its  opinion,  can  be  met  in  no  oth- 
r    way,  ^>^^ 

"Such  a  colony  is  needed.^<<frst,  for 
[training  purposes,  both  to  relieve  the 
established,  non-resident,  shops  and 
to  provide  a  residential  centre  Where 
time  and  supervision  may  be  given 
more  freely  than  in  a"  shop,  to"  the 
special  needs  of  the  individual.  It  is 
needed,  In  the  second  place,  in  order 
to  provide  for  certain  men  who 
would  be  either  happier  or  safer  in 
such  an  institution  than  in  the  com- 
munity. It  Is  needed,  in  the  third 
place,  for  that  type'of  unskilled  man 
who  cannot  earn  his  living  in  a  non- 
resident shop  but  who  can  be  made 
useful  and  to  a  degree  self-supporting 
in   such   a  place. 

"It  should  be  made  clear  at  the 
start  that  residence  in  this  proposed 
icolony  is  to  be  wh^jli-y  voluntary.  It 
is  to  serve  a  double  purpose,  of  a 
{i;raining  institution,  where  men  maj'^ 
be  tried  out  in  order  to  discover  what 
they  are  best  fitted  for,  and  of  a  true 
colony  where  certain  of  them  may  be 
given  continuous  employment  as  long- 
as  they  are  able  and  willing  to  do 
th^ir  share.  The  colony,  therefore, 
is  designed  to  accommodate  a  chang- 
ing group,  the  more  self-reliant  men 
being  transferred  to  outside  employ- 
ment as  they  show  themselves  pre- 
pared, those  entirely  incapable  or 
those  unwilling  to  do  their  share  be- 
ing dismissed  or  transferred  to  other 
institutions,  and  the  few  who  need 
special  help  and  supervision  remain- 
ing in  more  or  less  permament  resid- 
jence. 
[  Blind   Men  May  Farm 

"Experience  has  demonstrated  that 
blind  men  may,  under  suitable  di- 
vision of  labor,  take  a  successful 
^art  In  farming,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  provide  also  for  persons  not 
wholly  blind,  but  with  such  serious 
defective  eyesight  as  to  make  it 
practically  impossible  for  ^hem  to 
.work  in  competition  with  the  seeing. 
[The  other  industries  provided  will  b6 
as  far  as  possible  diversified,  in  or- 
der to  meet  the  needs  of  men  of  vary- 
ing ability.  The  number  resident  in 
the  colony  at  any  one  time  should 
not  exceed  30.  It  is  intended  to 
make  the  occupational  colony  an  ac- 
^tive,  cheerful  place,  in  which  every- 
one  "keeps  up  his  end,"  and  in  which 


the     co-operative     principle-    shall     be 
as   fully V as   possible   carried    out. 

"The  Commission  submits  herewith 
an  act  designed  to  meet  this  need, 
which  may  also  be  regarded  as  one 
part  of  the  plan  which  It  believes  to 
be  the  wise  alternative  to  pensions 
for   the   needy   blind. 

Bill   Calls   For  91^,000 

ection  1.  The  Massachusetts 
Commission  for  the  Blind  is 
hereby  authorized  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, to  acquire  purchase,  rent  or| 
lease  suitable  land  and  'buildings 
and  to  construct  upon  any  land  so 
purchased  by  thern  and  to  main- 
tain thereon  suitable  buildings  fori 
an  occupational  colony  for  blind| 
men,  and  to  provide  for  the  equip- 
ment and  furnishing  of  said  build- 
ings. The  Commission  shall  have 
authority  to  establish  continue  and 
maintain  thereon  an  occupational 
colony  or  colonies  for  blind  men; 
to  make  all  contracts  and  employ 
all  agents  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  may .  fix  the  salaries  of  all 
persons  necessary  to  the  propej?  ad^i 
ministration  of  the  altairs  of  the| 
said   coloily. 

Section  2.  The  occupatiional  colony 
created  by  this  act  shall  have  as  its 
purpose  the  industrial  training  of 
blind  men  in  suitable  occupations, 
their  temporary  or  permanent  em- 
ployment at  such  occupations  and 
the  furnishing  of  suitable  residence 
and  support  for  them,  wherever  ex- 
pedient, while  connected  with  said 
colony. 

Section  3.  For  the  purpose  of 
meeting  expenses  incurred  underi 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  there 
shall  be  appropriated  from  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
sum  of  $15,000  for  the  operations  of 
the    first   year. 

Section  4.  This  act  shall  take 
effect   upon    Its   passage.  ._ 


-Oostovy ,  yv\auss.>     '^T'a.vvsc'v-ul^'t- 


The  several  bills  for  renewing-  party  en- 
rolment are  expected  to  call  forth  inter- 
esting- statements  on  how  Democrats  have 
entered,  even  dominated  Republican  pri- 
maries since  party  enrolment  was 
abolished.  Bills  that  will  be  heard  Fri- 
day  include   those   on    submitting   nomina- 

j  tlon  papers  to  reg-istrars  for  verification, 
on   place  on   official   ballots    of   the   names 

I  in  cities,  to  extend  the  secrecy  of  the 
Australian  ballot  to  the  blind,  to  define 
the  "public  policy"  act  m^fifi^learly,  for 
a    commission    on    local    suffrage    and    for 

I  representation    of   minority   parties    at   the 

I  polls. 
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It  was  voted  to  adrfll  these  petitions: 
Of  the  Fall  River  Rial  Estate  Associa- 
tion for  extension  of  ve  term  of  it&  ex- 
istence 50  years  from  May  1,  1917,  and 
for  increase  of  its  x;apl,tal  stock  to 
$700,000;  of  David  Snedd'en,  Commis- 
sioner of  Education,  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts Commission  for  the  Blin? 
give  instruction  to  the 
homes;  of  the  West  Springfield  Select- 
men tha,t  the  Civil  Service  law  be  ex- 
tended tQ,  ,tli§  town's  Fire  Department. 


the  Blind  majL. 
blTHQ'""91rTiTei^ 


SoSiTow,  yY\a-&s.,  Ch>"»6ti>Av\    5^>teY\c^  TYlonvtbjr. 


xu  was  voted  to-ammrTTOSrTpfgmJWis: 
Of  the  Fall  River  Real  Estate  As^ia- 
tion  for  extension  of  the  term  of  iik  ex- 
istence 50  years  from  May  1,  1917,  and 
for  increase  of  its  capital  stock  to 
$700,000;  of  David  Sneeden,  commission- 
er of  education,  that  the  Massachusetts 
commission  for  the  blind  may  give  in- 
struction to  the  blind  at  their  homes; 
of  the  West  SpriiTf Tieia  selectmen  that 
the  civil  service  law  be  extended  to  the 
town's  fire  department.  'iT^""^m)im 


BostoYi^,    WAa^ss..  "Poet:. 
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The  committee  on  fuies  Vot^i8^*fT<?nt]- 
mit  for  consideration  the  bills  provTO- 
ing  for  the  extension  of  the  civil  eer- 
vice  rules  to  the  members  of  the  Spring- 
field fire  department,  and  for  the  in- 
struction of  blind  persons  In  \thelr 
homes..  •••■*  \ 


Eostow.    >yLauSS>>    He-rauldU 

BLIND  VOTERS  ASK  FOR  ^^   1 
ECTION  AT  POLLS 


Four  sightless  men  appeared  before 
the  committee  on  election  laws  yester-i 
day  and  asked  for  legislation  to  protect 
blind  voters  against  imscrupulous  elec-j 
tion  wardens  who  violate  the  secrecy  oi 
their  ballots  by  telling  how  they  vote.     ; 

They  argued  for  a  bill  to  allow  f 
blind  voter  to  designate,  himself,  a  mar 
to  mark  his  ballot.  At  present  electloi^ 
offlcern  do  the  marklAfe'.  j 

Story  after  story  was  told  of  how  elec 
tion  officers  caused  blind  voters  mortifl| 
cation  by  Informing  people  how  thej 
yot«d. 


BostTovx^.  WtA^ss.,    ^rauwScT-uj^t:. 


_ 

FIRE    TERRIFIES     BLIXD     MEN 

TiTenty  Arc  Assisted  from  'Workroom 
of  Mnssaelinsetts  Coinmission  for  tlie< 
Blind  in  Cnmbrid^eport  I 

Twenty  blind  men  at  work  in  a  room 
of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Blind  on  the  second  floor  of  17A  Brook- 
line  street,  Cambridgeport,  were  terri- 
fied this  morning  by  smoke  from  a  fire 
in  the  shop  on  the  lower  floor.  The 
panic-stricken  men  were  assisted  to  the 
street   by   firemen   and   policemen. 

The  fire  was  in  the  basement  and  rear 
of  the  first  floor,  occupied  by  the  Nor- 
wood Pamdlett  Company,  plumbing  sup- 
plies. The  cause  is  not  known;  the  dam- 
age  was   slight. 
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THventy  blind  men  were  helped  to 
the  street  when  fire  broke  out  in  the 
building-  where  they  were  at  work  in 
Ckmbridgeport  toda>-. 

The  fire  broke  out  in  the  basement 
of  a  plumbing-  supplies  shop — that  of 
the  Norwood-Rundlett  Company — and 
worked  up  into  the  shop  itself,  mak- 
ing a  tremendous  amount  of  smoke. 

On  the  second  floor  of  the  building 
the  twenty  blind  men  were  at  work, 
making  baskets,  brooms  and  the  like. 
They  come  to  the  building  every  day, 
and  work  under  the  direction  of  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Blind. 

The  dense  smoke  poured  up  the 
stairs  and  into  the  room,  and  the  help- 
less men  were  thrown  into  a  tempo- 
rary panic. 

Patrolman  Andrew  Conlin,  the  fire- 
men and  a  number  of  volunteers  made 
their  w^y  up  the  stairs  and  led  the 
blind  men  to  the  street. 

The  fire  was  quickly  drowned,  with 
slight  damage. 


CeuW\brudLq!;-g>,  VV\au^s.,   S't^aLw-c^a^^dU. 


T«,  bnr-wcau-rY     15.^*^ 


\[^- 


HOW  SOME  OF  THE 
5000  MASSACHUSETTS 
BLIND  GET  A  LIVING 


^' 


iSyJ^jj^persons  are  not  aware  thatj 
there  are  almost  5000  blind  persons  inj 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  and  many 
of  them  are  without  near  relativea 
and  have  to  rely  upon  themselves  for 
a  livlihood.  Some  of  them  may  be 
seen  on  the  streets  singing  or  selling- 
various  small  articles.  But  these  are 
only  a  very  few  out  of  the  total 
number. 

What  are  the  others  doing? 
A  visit  to  the  Cambridge  shops  of 
the,  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
blind  will  show  you  how  a  large 
number  of  them  are  employed.  You 
will  find  them  busily  engaged  making! 
brooms,  mattresses,  basket  and  wil- 
low work,  handsome  rugs  of  various 
patterns,  house  and  store  mops,  chair 
caning  embroidery,  lace,  fine  linen 
and    many    other    useful    articles. 

The  Massachusetts  Commission  for; 
the  Blind  is  not  a  corporation  or 
company  controlled  by  certain  men 
)ut  a  state  institution  under  state 
control.  As  many  persons  as  possible 
ire  taken  care  of  ahd  plans  are  con- 
stantly   being    made    to    help    more. 

Very  likely  you  give  a  few  pennies 
to  a  beggar  on  the  street  once  in 
J. while.  Why  not  go  farther  and  help 
;he  state  to  take  care  of  them  by 
purchasing  your  household  needs  from 
5hops  where  these  men  are  employed. 
vVhen  you  want  a  broom,  a  mop  or  a 
•ug,  don't  buy  from  a  private  com- 
pany but  help  the  5,000  blind  persons 
n  this  state  by  using  their  goods 
ought  from  CambrMtrA  ||^a|■^^,o.,^-c 
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Cambridge  and  CJielsea  were  visited  last  night  and  early  today 
by  fires  which  did  much  damage.  One  in  Cambridge  for  a  time 
threatened  to  tie  np  the  city's  fire  alarm  sj^stem,  and  badly  dam- 
aged the  Municipal  Building  in  Brattle  sq.,  near  Harvard  sq.,  in 
Syhich  it  waa  located. 

BKnd  men  were  assisted  to  places  of  safety  at  a  fire  at  llA 
'Brookline  st,  Cajnbridgc.  at  8  a.m.  The  fire  was  in  a  two-storj? 
•:bmlding,  the  fii'st  floor  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  Norwood  & 
riRomdlett  Co.,  plumbing  supplies,  and  the  second  by  20  blind  men, 
m  charge  of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind.  "T^e  fire 
started  in  the  basement,  and  the  damage  ^ra^LiBfliitily  by  smoke. 
/^Police  Officer  Andrew  Conlan  aud  Fireman  Charles  Olson,  as-' 
i>?istcd  by  volunteers,  assisted  the  blind  men  to  places  of  safety. 

The  fire  in  Chelsea  did  some  $18,000  damage  to  the  one-story« 
*brick  block  350-356  Broadway,  and  the  State  Police  have  been 
fi;equested  to  assist  iu  an  investigation  of  this  blaze. 


FIRE  PANIC  AMONG^ 
20  BLIND  PERSONS 

Blaze  at  170  Brookline  St 
in  Cambridge. 

Score  of  Sightless  in  a  WorJtroom 
Subdued  and  Guided  to  Safety. 


ShorUy  after  8  this  morning-  fire  was 
discovered  in  the  two-stoi->'^  brick  build- 
ing at  170  Brooliline  st,  Cambridge,  oc- 
cupied by  Norwood  &  Rundlett,  plumb- 
ers. 

Tlic  blaze  started  in  the  basement,  and 
working  upward  the  upper  stories  were 
filled   with   smoke.     On  the  second   floor 


T!i<rT!Hfli5W!lili!f*^ommi8aion  for  the, 
Blind  has  a  workshop,  and  at  the  time 
2U  blind  persons  were  working  at  their: 
benches.  .  ■ 

The  smoke  filled  the  workroom  anrd" 
frightened  the  occupants  so  ths.t  theyi 
were  practically  uncontrollable.  Patrol-J 
man  Andrew  Oonlan,  fireman  Charlea 
Olson  and  a  number  of  volunteers  who! 
ruslied  into  the  building  were  finally 
successful  in  quieting  the  score  of  per- 
sons so  that  they  could  be  safely  re- 
moved from  the  building. 

The  loss  from  fire  was  slight,  the 
smoke  and  water  damaging  the  interior" 
of  the  building  to  some  extent.  J 
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RESCUE  OF  BLIND  MEN 


'i: 
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imd  to  Safety  From  Second 
%t  Burning  Building  at 
bridge  | 

Tw^enty  blind  men  who  were  makingi 
brooms  on  the  second  floor  of  a  build- 
it  Cambridge  were  rescued  yester- 
day i|y  firemen  during  a  fire  which 
stajrtgk  in  the  basemen*  occupied  by 
the  jFforwood-Rundlett  plumbers  and 
ciukjKly  spread  upward.  All  were  led 
dflj^n  in  safety.  The  men  were  em- 
ld^>ed  under  the  direction  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts commission  for  the  blind. 
Dense  volumes  of  smoke  filled  their 
room,  but  attendants  gave  the  alarm 
promptly.  The  monetary  damage  was 
small. 
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oiind  Men  Ask  Ballot 

JMmWeA 


lw  Chang^. 

Representatives  of  the'^B^H^  Wel- 
fare League  have  made  an  appeal  to 
the  Committee  on  Election  Laws  that 
the  secrecy  of  the  Australian  ballot 
he  extended  to  them.  Timothy  J. 
Donoghue,  himself  blind  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  bar,  was  the  petitioner  for 
the  bill. 


Under  tFie  present  system  the  blind 
men  are  led  to  the  booths  by  an 
inspector.  This  man  marks  the  bal- 
lot and  then  indor^^es  it  sitterwards. 
They  claim  that  even  if  this  inspector 
preserve  the  secrecy  of  the  balirjt,  the 
fact  that  he  indorses  it  makes  it  very 
evident  whose  ballot  it  is.  Mr,  Don- 
oghue  cited  the  Pennsylvania  law, 
which  allows  the  blind  citizen  to 
choose  any  registered  voter  to  mark 
his  ballot  for  him.  The  petitioner  de- 
sires a  broader  law  so  that  tlie  blind 
man  may  take  his  confidential  friend 
with  him,  whether  or  no  that  friend 
be  a  voter. 

George  W.  Jones,  another  blind 
man,  told  of  being  insulted  because  her 
had  voted  a  certain  way  and  persons 
disliked  his  choice.  He  said  that  be- 
cause of  these  insults  himself  and 
many  other  blind  men  gave  up  their 
right  of  sufirage. 
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OccupationalColony 
Is  Opposed  by  Lund 

FAVORS  MEASURE  TO 
PROVIDE  PENSION 


Hearings  to  Be  Wednesday  at 
Boston 


Per^ions  afflicted  with  blindness  are 
0,gainst  a  bill  which  comes  up  for  a 
|iea'.'iiig  Wednesday  forenoon  in  the  State- 
house,  Boston^  proposed  by  Massachu- 
setts commission  for  the  blind,  for  the 
erecting  and  maintaining  of  an  ocupa- 
tional  colony,  according  to  Henry  Lund, 
432    Harding   street. 

Mr.  Lund  says  persons  afflicted  with 
blindness  throughout  Massachusetts 
have  been  urging  their  representatives 
to  vote  against  It,  on  the  ground  that  it 
will  tend  to  take  away  their  personal 
liberties   and   vend   to   pauperize   them. 


Mr.  Lund  stated  the  bill  the  blind  peo- 
ple -vant  Is  that  accompanying  the  pe- j 
tltion  of  George  H.  Jackson,  which  iS; 
due  in  the  senate  Wednesday  forenoon  j 
and  which  will  provide  pensions  for  the; 
needy    blind.  j 

This  bill  to  provide  pensions  for  the' 
needy  blind  would  give  to  any  person 
declared  blind,  over  the  age  of  21  years, 

TTho   is   not   an  inmate 

Of  any  charitable  or  penal  institution 
in  Massachusetts  and  who  is  not  earn- 
ing l(»ss  than  $3oa  a  year,  a  pension  or 
benefit  of  $150  a  year.  This  sum,  ac- 
cording to  the  bill,  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
county  in  which  the  afflicted  person  re- 
sides, under  the  provision  that  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  Massachusetts  five 
years. 

Mr  Lund  to  The  Telegram  yesterday 
said  t'''at  all  persons  afflicted  with  blind- 
nses  ihat  he  knows  of  are  opposed  to 
the    occupational    colony    for    blind    men. 

BlinJ  persons,  he  said,  should  send  a 
letter  stating  their  views  to  Bert  Hicke3", 
699  Bennington  street,  East  Boston,  by 
Tuesday.  Mr.  Hickey,  who  is  a  class- 
mate of  Mr.  Lund's,  is  leading  a  fight 
among  blind  people  in  Massachusetts  for 
the  passage  of  the  pension  fund  act  In- 
stead of  the  occupational  colony  for 
blind    men. 

Mr.  Lund  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
Charles  W.  riolmes,  superintendent  in 
Boston  of  workshops  for  the  blind,  which 
reads:— 

"An  occupational  colony  Is  needed,  not 
to  replace,  but  to  supplement  existing 
shops.  It  will  provide  both  an  adequate 
center  for  industrial  training  for  men 
and  regular  institutional  occupation  foir 
certain   groups. 

"The  commission  is  fully  aware,  of 
course,    of    the    disadvantages    of 

institutional  life; 

but  -ong  experince  compels  the  con- 
clusion that  such  an  occupational  colony 
ag  it  proposes  is  essential  to  meet  cer- 
tain needs  that,  in  its  opinion,  can  be 
met   'n   no   other  way. 

"Such  a  colony  is  needed,  first,  for 
traini  ig  purposes,  both  to  relieve  the 
established,  non-resident  shops  and  to 
provide  a  residential  center  where  time 
and  supervision  may  be  given  more  free- 
ly than  in  a  shop,  to  the  special  needs 
of   an  individual. 

"It  js  needed,  in  the  second  place,  in 
order  to  provide  for  certain  men  who 
either  would  be  happier  or  safer  in  such 
an  institution  than  in  the  community. 
It  is  needed,  in  the  third  place,  for  that 
type  of  unskilled  man  who  cannot  earn 
his  Mving  in  a  non-resident  shop,  but 
who  can  be  made  useful  and  to  a  de- 
gree   self-supporting   in    such    a   place. 

"It  ishould  be  made  clear  at  the  start 
that  residence  In  this  proposed  colony 
is  to  be  wholly  voluntary.  It  is  to  serve 
a  double  purpose,  of  a  training  institu- 
tion, where  men  may  be  tried  out  in 
order  to  discover  what  they  are  best 
fitted  for,  and  of  a  true  colony  where 
certan  of  them  may  be  given  contin- 
"9H?  «iT^Ployment  as  long  as  they  are 
wlllinK  to  do  their  share 


"The  colony,  therefore,  is  designed  to 
accommodate  a  changing  group,  the 
more    self-reliant   men    being    transferred 

to  ontsldc  employment 

as  they  show  themselves  prepared,  those 
entirely  incapable  of  those  unwilling  to  do 
their  share  being  dismissed  or  transferred 
to  other  Institutions,  and  the  few  who 
need  special  help  and  supei^ision  remain- 
ing in  more  or  less  permanent   residence. 

"Experience  has  demonstrated  that, 
blind  men  may,  under  suitable  division  Qf 
labor,  take  a  s.uccessful  part  in  farming, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  provide  also  for 
persons  not  wholly  blind,  but  with  such 
serious  defective  eyesight  as  to  make  it 
practically  impossible  for  them  in  compe- 
tition  with   the   seeing. 

"The  other  industries  provided  will  be 
as  far  as  possible  diversitied,  in  order  to 
meet  the  needs  of  men  of  varying  ability. 
The  number  of  residents  in  the  colony  at 
any  one  time  should  not  exceed  30. 

"It  is  intended  to  make  the  occupational 
colony  an  active,  cheerful  place,  in  which 
every  cne,  keeps  up  his  end,  and  in  which 
the  cooperative  principle  shall  be  as  fully 
as    possible    carried    out. 

"The  commission  herewith  submits  an 
act  designed  to  meet  this  end,  which  may 
also  be  regarded  as  one  part  of  the  plan 
which  it  believes  to  be  tne  wise  alterna- 
tive  to   pensions   for   the   needy    blind." 

Mr.  I.und  said:  "This  letter  states  that 
the  number  of  persons  in  this  proposed 
occupational  colony  should  not  exceed  30. 
There  are  4000  persons  afflicted  with 

blindness   in   Massachusetts 


I  believe,  in  common  with  many  other 
blind  persons,  that  this  colony  would  cost 
more  to  the  state  in  the  end  than  the 
pension  for  needy  blind. 

"This  plan  of  a  colony  would  be  but  a 
stumbling  block  to  us  blind  people.  All 
that  should  be  admitted  won't  be  able  to, 
with  the  result,  that  we  will  be  no  better 
off  in  the  end  than  we  are  now. 

"I  have  talked  with  as  many  blind  per- 
sons in  Worcester  that  I  have  been  able 
to  meet.  They  are  all  opposed  to  this 
plan  of  the  commission.  None  of  themi 
can  see  where  there  will  be  any  great, 
benefit  to  them.  | 

"It  undoubtedly  will  happen,  in  fthel 
event  of  the  passage  of  this  colony  bill, 
that  persons  that  need  to  be  in  an  institu- 
tion of  this  kind  can't  get  in.  It  also 
means  that  there  will  be  an  ever-chang- 
ing group  at  the  colony.  In  the  event  of 
a  person  being  admitted  he  may  be  kept 
a  few  months,   and   then   discharged." 

Mr.  Lund  was  born  in  Worcester,  of 
Norwegian  parents,  and  has  lived  in 
Worcester  all  his  life.  His  father  is  dead 
fend  he  lives  with  his  mother,  Mrs.  Karen 
Lund,  at  432  Harding  street.  He  can  dis- 
tinguish between  light  and  dark. 

He  graduated  from  the  Perkins  institute 
for  the  blind,  Boston,  in  1909,  where  he 
learned  in  various  ways  to  make  his  liv- 
ing. He  is  able  to  use  a  typewriter  by  the 
touch  system. 

He  has  talked  with  as  many  blind  per- 
sons    in    Worcester   as    he    could    get     in 


touch  with.  Mf.  Ijund  said  the  following 
were  all  opposed  to  the  occupational  col- 
ony plan: — 

Alphonse  Ffyrberg,  41  Kingsbury  street; 
Charles  Hammarstrom,  14  Whipple 
street;  Axel  Carlson,  9  Kosta  street:  John 
Christenson,  Sterling;  Mr.  Kallstrom, 
Granite  street;  William  Rawson,  West- 
boro:  Michael  Rosenthal,  7  Columbia 
street;  Charles  C.  Wilson.  13  Tremont 
street;  John  Kane,  Plymouth  street:  Ed- 
win and  Mary  Curran,  4  Wilson  street. 
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BLIND  MAN  RUNS  A  FARM 


Tells     How     Others     Similarly     Afflicted 
Would  Benefit  by  Occupational  Colony 

The  Social  Welfare  Committee  listened  to 
arguments  on  several  bills  affecting  the 
blind.  Room  460  was  filled  largely  with 
sightless  men  and  women  whose  interests 
are  to  be  benefited  by  House  bill  57,  seek- 
ing to  provide  an  occupational  colony,  for 
which  $15,000  is  asked,  and  Senate  bill  230, 
to  provide  pensions  for  the  needy  blind. 

Those  who  favored  one  measure  were  op- 
posed to  the  other,  and  it  developed  during 
the  hearing  that  the  Blind  Welfare  Union 
has  been  formed,  the  purpose  ol!  v/hich  is 
to  do  for  its  members  what  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  for  the  Blind  has  been 
unable  or  is  not  willing  to  do.  Several  of- 
ficers of  the  union  criticised  the  commis- 
sion for  confining  its  education  of  the  sight- 
loss  within  such  a  narrow  field,  the  argu- 
ment being  that  there  were  many  occupa- 
tions involving  the  use  of  the  brain  rather 
than  the  fingers  wherein  blind  persons  could 
fmd  a  field  of  usefulness. 

The  scheme  of  an  occupational  colony  for 
the  blind,  which  really  is  to  be  a  farm, 
found  many  advocates.  It  also  found  many 
opposed  to  the  plan. 

Robinson  Pierce  of  South  Easton  has 
been  blind  for  ten  years  and  for  nine  of 
these  he  has  been  successfully  conducting  a 
poultry  farm  of  550  hens,  caring  for  ten 
,  ows,  cleaning,  feeding  and  harnessing 
h.orses,  running  a  gasolene  engine  and  mak- 
ing repairs  on  it,  and  picking  cherries  and 
apples.  When  Edward  H.  Williams  of 
Uo'ikland  arose  to  corroborate  Mr.  Pierce's 
testimony,  he  said  that  the  latter  had  not 
told  one-half  of  what  he  was  able  to  do  on 
\^^H    farm.      Mr.    Williams    said    that    Mr. 


Pierce  once  had  been  of  great  service  to 
him  in  making  surveys  throughout  the 
State.  "As  a  blind  farmer,  Mr.  Pierce  has 
been  a  great  success,"  declared  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. ^    ^        ,. 

The  bill  in  question  is  fathered  by  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind 
and  one  of  the  first  speakers  was  Charles 
W.  Holmes,  superintendent  for  the  com- 
mission, who  is  himself  blind.  Mr.  Holmes 
explained  what  it  was  proposed  to  do  in 
the  colony.  He  said  that  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  people  in  the  State  who  had  hecome 
blind  In  adult  life  and,  even  though  they 
may  have  been  inijtructed  along  certain 
Jines,  they  are  not  so  self-supporting  as 
they  might  be  could  they  be  induced  to  in- 
terest themselves  in  farm  work.  This,  too, 
would  prove  a  field  for  those  of  limited 
capacity.  Emphasis  was  placed  on  the  fact  | 
that  this  was  to  be  a  home  and  not  an  I 
asylum. 

Francis  Bard  well,  an  inspector  of  alms- 
houses for  the  State  Board  of  Charity, 
favored  the  colony  idea,  as  it  would  take 
out  of  the  almshouses  a  group  who  might 
find  farm  life  congenial. 

Representative  Thomas  J.  Giblin  opposed 
the  proposition.  He  was  heartily  in  favor 
of  the  State  pensioning  its  blind.  Others 
who  favored  the  pension  idea  were  Senator 
George  H.  Jackson,  Representative  Edward 
I.  Kelley,  Neal  Devlin  and  Timothy  J.  Dono- 
hue,  who  is  secretary  of  the  Blind  Welfare 
Union.  : 


lAiiviiLuua  NVOMi  bv  mm 


T^GOOD     HOMES     EXPOSITION 
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Le  Sightless  Can  Do  in 
Handicrafts  to  Be  an  Interesting 
Feature 

One  of  the  niorst  interesting  exhibits 
t  the  coming  Good  Homes  exposition 
all  be  that  of  tlie  Massachusetts 
ommission  for  the  blind.  This  ex- 
ibit  is  sure  constantlyxo  attract  and 
lold  the  attention  of  crowds  of  peo- i 
»le,  for  there  is  a  curious  fascination! 
ibout  watching  the  activities  of  thesej 
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sightless  workers,  whose  wonderful- 
y  clever  fingers  supply  the  place  of 
5yes.  Moreover,  there  is  a  peculiar 
appropriateness  in  having  such  a  dis- 
play at  the  Good  Homes  exposition, 
"or  these  accomplished  blind  folk 
make  innumerable  little  conveniences 
("or  the  home. 

The  range  of  woj'k  they  are  able 
to  accomplish  is  in  itself  marveloris. 
Not  onlj"  are  the  blind  women  pro- 
ficient in  hand  and  machine  sewing, 
but  in  crocheting,  in  hand-loom  weav- 
ing, in  knitting,  ia  the  braiding  of 
rugs  and  mats  and  in  basketry.  The 
men,  on  the  other  hand,  attain  equal- 
ly' good  results  in  chair  caning,  reed 
work  and  cabinet  v/ork.  Those  who 
have  not  been  familiar  v/ith  the  meth- 
ods of  procedure  of  the  commission 
for  the  blind,  those  who  have  never 
seen  the.se  clever  blind  men  and  Avom- 
en  at  their  daily  tasks,  will  have  a 
genuine  revelation  in  store  when  they 
discover  what  strides  have  been  made 
in  the  education  of  the  blind  in  the 
past    few    j^ears. 

The  problem  of  self-support  for  the 
blind  man  or  woman  has  been  simpli- 
fied im.measureably  through  a  sysv 
tem  of  instruction  which  has  taught 
them  to  inake  these  many  easily  mar- 
ketable articles  of  household  utility. 
Indeed  it  is  perhaps  the  practical  na- 
ture of  the  work  they  undertake  that 
is  its  chief  recommendation,  and  that 
will  make  their  contribution  to  the 
displays  in  the  Good  Homes  exposi- 
tion a  valuable  o]ie.  Many  a  house- 
wife will  '-eceive  a  valuable  hint  from 
the  articles  that  make  up  their  ex- 
hibit, for  the  blind  v»'-omen  make 
aprons  of  every  conceivable  type, 
broom  bags,  clothespin  bags,  jelly 
bags,  kitchen  utility  bags,  toilet  bags, 
dish  towels,  bath  towels,  roller  towels, 
cleaning  cloths  of  all  sorts,  floor  pro- 
tectors, iron  holders,  sweeping  sheets 
and  what  not.  Their  knitted  wares 
include  babies'  blankets,  carriage  blan- 
kets, sweaters  and  jackets,  leggings 
and  gloves,  bean  bags  and  reins  for 
l^ltafe  little  tots,  bed  socks,  outdoor 
slewing  caps,  mufflers  and  a  dozen 
anJ'one  things  that  enhance  comfort, 
a^well  as  drainers,  lettuce  driers. 
«[sh  cloths  and  so  on. 

The  men,  on  the  other  hand,  make 
fruit  and  flower  baskets,  lunch  bas- 
kets, trays,  footstools,  medicine  bas- 
kets, shirtwaist  boxes  and  innumer- 
able other  things  that  are  quite  as 
essential  in  the  tastefully-furnished 
house.  Their  exhibit  at  the  Good 
Homes  exposition  accordingly  will  be 
appropriate   and    po])ular. 
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fLIND  OPPOSE  STATE  FARM 
^^T^/^yrr  HEARING  by  committee 

Sightless  Farmer  Argues  for  Occupational  Institution  and  Draws 
Forth  Protests  Against  Proposition  With  *'Poorhouse"  Taint 

How  a  blind  man  cared  for  550  hens,  milked  and  cared  for  IC 
cows,  cJiopped  wood,  hauled  Avater  and  did  all  the  other  chores  was 
graphically  described  to  the  committee  on  social  welfare  by  Robin- 
sou  Pierce,  the  courageous  sightless  farmer,  himself. 

Pierce  favored  an  occupational  farm  under  the  auspices  of-tlie 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind,  but  in  this  met  with  strong 
opi)osition  from  a  large  group  of  blind  men  banded  together  as  the 
Blind  AVelfare  Union. 

Tlie  latter  group  spoke  of  themselves  as  the  "independent 
blind"  and  offered  instead  of  an  occupational  blind  farm  a  system 
of  pensioning  blind  persotis  wiio  did  not  earn  more  than  one  dollar 
a  day. 

The  room  was  full  of  blind  from  all  parts  of  the  city.  Led  l^ 
some  friend  or  making  their  painful  way  alone,  they  came  to  thl| 
State  House  in  deadly  earnest  on  either  side  of  the  question  and' 
battled  with  the  ability  of  the  sighted. 

TJiere  early  developed  in  the  hearing  the  real  inside  story  of 
the  fight  against  the  seemingly  worthy  idea  of  a  farm  for  the  blind 
to  learn  self-supporting  trades.  It  was  a  desperate  fight  against 
the  ''instituti'in,"  the  poor  house  taint,  by  men  of  keen  mental 
a))ility,  of  youth  and  of  self-respect.  In  the  farm  they  saw  the  first 
step  towards  the  horrible  movement  of  ''over  the  hill  to  the  poor 
house"  for  the  bliod. 

But  on   the  other  hand   there  \vere| 

several  blind  people  to  favor  the  bill; 

for   the    farm    and    this    caused    Sen-' 

Jackson     to    remark    that    no    blind 

person    would    oppose    another    blind 

person  in  anything-  that  might  be  forJ 

his  good,  if  it  were  not  for  coercion] 

of    some    sort,       Timothy     Donahue,! 

blind,  enlarged  on  this  and  explained  I 

the    gulf    between    the    "independent! 

blind"  and  the  "institutionized  blind.") 

For  the  money  to  be  used  for  a  farm! 

it  was  shown   that  pensions  of  $3  aj 

week    could    be    paid    lo    the    needy] 

blind.  I 


.Robinson  Pierce,  tile  biind  Hniicr, 
Was  introduced  by  Chairman  James 
P.  Monroe  as  in  favor  of  the  farm 
idea,  and  his  remarkable  recital  of 
his  abilities  on  a  farm  excited  the 
admiration  of  all  persons. 

After  the  commission  for  the  blind 
had  finished  its  case  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  Lillian  Garside,  a  blind  teacher 
of  the  blind,  and  Charles  W.  Holmes, 
also  a  blind  instructor,  a  call  for  the 
opposition  was  made. 

Immediately  several  of  the  blind 
jumped  to  their  feet  and  started  to 
speak,  straining  to  sense  whether  at- 
tention was  dirked  to  them  or  not 
and  making:  uncertain,  pitiful  ges- 
tures as  they  sougrht  to  direct  them- 
selves. 

i  Bert  Hickey  of  South  Boston,  blind 
since  he  was  10,  but  a  wideawa,}<:e  per- 
son in  all  other  respects  opposed  the 
occupational  farm  bill  strenuously. 
He  told  how  he  with  another  sightless 
companion  had  spent  all  Sunday 
wallfing  about  South  Boston  getting 
[names  for  a  petition  opposing  the 
Ifarm  idea  and  in  behalf  of  pensions. 
{|jjta|yi||^yug|A^ersons  refused  to  sign, 
and  tlTese  ne  found  were  connected 
with  the  Perkins  Institute  or  the 
State  Commission. 

'  Instead  of  a  farm  what  was  needed, 
I  he  claimed,  was  a  system  of  more  in- 
telligent advertising,  better  selling  for 
the  products  of  the  workshops  of  the 
blind.  Better  instructors  he  would 
have  also,  for  the  blind,  and  instead 
of  a  man  trained  in  music  he  would 
have  one  trained  in  practical  trade. 

"If  the  idea  of  this  occupational 
farm  is  to  merely  find  out  what  can 
be  done  in  this  line  of  aid  I  am  con- 
vinced that  it  will  soon  be  an  alms- 
house." 

Hop.  Edward  I.  Kelly  of  East  Bos- 
ton, a  boyhood  chum  of  Hickey,  op- 
posed the  bill  and  recorded  Sen. 
Beck  of  Chelsea  against  it. 

Miss  Olive  Davis,  a  gentle  little 
woman  of  the  lavender  and  old  lace 
type,  opposed  the  bill  and  gave  the 
committee  an  interesting  description 
of  the  things  that  she  could  do  on  a. 
farm.  "But  I  just  did  them  and  I 
did  not  have  to  have  anyone  instruct 
me,''  she  said  proudly.  There  was  no 
need   of  the   farm,    she   thought. 

"I  am  just  as  willing  to  go  to  the 
'poorhou.se  in  Wakefield— and  it  is 
right  near  my  house  as  the  farm.  I 
am  sure  I  would  be  treated  just  as 
well." 


Wendell  P.  Thore,  speaking:  in 
favor  of  the  pension  for  the  blind 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Illi- 
nois was  putting"  in  operation  soon  a 
laAv  similar  to  that  which  is  now 
sought  by  the  blind  of  this  state. 

Timothy  J.  Donahue,  the  famous 
blind  lawyer,  regretted  the  alignment 
between  the  blind  that  he  represented 
—the  independent  blind— and  the  oth- 
ers in  fihe  institution  or  under  the 
care  of  the  commission. 

Rep.  Giblin  of  East  Boston,  who  hai 
several  blind  persons  in  his  district, 
made  a  strong  plea  against  the  occu- 
pational farm.  He  begged  that  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  not  lend  it- 
self to  a  proposition  for  pauperizing 
the  blind.  It  would  soon  be  known  as 
a  poor  farm,  he  pointed  out.  The 
blind  wore  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves. an(][  with  the  assistance  of 
a  few  dollars  weekly  would  never  be- 
come state  charges.  There  are  less 
blind  beggars  in  Boston  than  any- 
where. 

On  the  other  hand  strong  argu- 
ments were  put  forward  for  the 
establishment  of  a  farm  for  the  blind 
by  the  commdssion.  James  P.  Mun- 
roe,  the  chairman,  pointed  out  hat 
it  was  a  place  to  train  the  newly 
blind  or  the  other  blind  and  learn 
for  what  trade  they  were  qualified. 
It  gave  them  comfortable  housing  and 
a  few  dollars  to  support  themselves. 
Those  of  the  blind  Vv'ho  might  be  sub- 
ject to  temptation  were  better  off  in 
such  a  place.  The  farm  can  soon  be 
made  self-supporting. 
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BLIND  ARE  DIVIDED  AS  TO 
.—*!B«IODS_OF_  ASSISTANCE 

Teachers     Oppose  Proposition     fd^ 
Farm    Colony.  f 

M*n7  victims  of  blindness  made  their 
annual  pilgrimage  to  the  State  House 
yesterday  to  ask  the  good  offices  of  the 
state  for  betterment  of  their  circum- 
stances, and  for  the  first  time  appeared: 
before  the  committee  on  social  welfare 
sharply  divided  as  to  how  the  problem 
should  be  worked  out. 


I  Robinson  Pierce,  whose  blindness  has 
Ijtiot  prevented  him  from  looking  after 
550  hens,  10  cows  and  attending  to  all 
incidental  chores,  urged  the  establish- 
ment of  a  farm  colony  for  the  blind 
under  the  direction  of  the  state  commis- 
sion for  the  blind. 

This  plan  met  with  vigorous  opposi- 
tion from  representatives  of  the  Blind 
Welfare  Union,  largely  because  they 
feared  such  an  Institution  would  prove 
a  "poorhouse"  for  the  blind  and  they 
were  desperately  striving  to  avoid  pau- 
perism. Their  plan  was  for  a  pension  of 
$3  a  week  for  every  blind  adult  not 
able  to  earn  $1  a  day  and  in  need  of 
l&uch  support 

I  Pierce  presented  the  case  for  the  farm 
colony  and  declared  It  would  make  the 
blind  who  took  part  self-supporting. 

The  opposition  was  represented  by 
Lillian  Garside  and  Cha.rles  W.  Holmes, 
[blind  teachers. 
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L 
STATE  FARM 


Afflicted    Persons    Oppose 

Project  Before  Social . 

Welfare  Committee. 


From  sightless  eye  sockets  that  seeme<l 
charged  with  the  fear  of  their  possessors 
becoming  wards  of  the  State  should 
the  House  bill  providing  for  the  founda- 
tion of  an  occupational  colony  for  the 
blind  go  into  effect,  many  of  the' blind 
folic  of  the  Commonwealth  appeared  be- 
fore the  social  welfare  committee  yes- 
terday morning  to  plead  for  what  tl\ey; 


declared  to  be  the  maintenance  of  their 
independence.  They  claimed  that  should 
thej'  be  institutionalized,  as  would,  hap- 
pen if  the  bill  becomes  law,  they  will 
be  but  one  step  removed  from  the  poor- 
house. 

There  were  other  blind  persons  pres- 
ent, however,  who  declared  that  a  &tato 
farm  for  those  who  cannot  see  would 
be  the  very  best  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem. Robinson  Pierce  of  South  Eastort 
was  one  of  these.  He  favored  an  opcu-^ 
pational  farm  under  the  auspices  of. tha 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
To  prove  that  blind  men  may  becoftief 
successful  farmers  he  used  himself  s^at 
evidence.  ^■.% 

Active  at  Farming  Labors 

lie  told  of  how  he  cared  for  550  hens, 
milked  and  cared  for  10  cows,  chopped 
wood,  ran  a  gasoline  engine  and  picked 
apples  and  cherries  during  spare  time, 
with  an  intensity  that  caused  wonder 
to  grow  into  admiration  among  his 
similarly  afflicted  brothers,  most  of 
whom  appreciate  the  ability,  required 
to  do  any  one  of  these  things.  In  this 
work  he  asserts  he  has  been  com- 
pletelj-  successful,  and  had  witnesses  to 
prove  it. 

Charles  "V^''.  Holms,  superintendent  of 
the  commi.=sion,  and  himself  blind,  ex- 
plained that  there  are  a  number  of 
adults  in  the  State  who  are  not  self- 
supporting;  the  farm  he  offered  as  a 
remedy.  He  emphasized  that  the  pro- 
posed colony  would  be  a  home  and  not 
an  asylum. 

Members  of  the  Blind  Welfare  Union 
registered  themselves  as  being  utterly 
opposed  to  the  project.  Bert  Hickey 
of  South  Boston,  who  has  the  successful 
use  of  all  his  other  senses,  strongly 
objected,  saying  that  better  advertising 
of  the  wares  of  the  v.orkshops  for  the 
blind  and  more  intelligent  instruction- 
practical  arts  to  replace  music  and  the 
like— would  bring  about  the  desired  re- 
sults. He  proposed  a  pension  bill  for 
all  blind  persons  who  cannot  earn  over 
$300  a  year. 

"If  the  idea  of  this  occupational  farm 
is  merely  to  find  out  what  can  be  done 
in  this  line  of  aid,  I  am  convinced  that 
it  will  soon  be  an  almshouse,"  he  said. 

Woman  Objects  to  Proposal 
Miss  Olive  Davis,  a  calm,  sweet  little 
woman,  who  seemed  as  if  all  her  suf- 
fering had  only  made  her  more  gentle, 
declared  pathetically  that  she  was  just 
as  willing  to  go  to  the  poorhouse  in 
Wakefield  as  to  the  proposed  farm. 


Representative  Thomas  J.  Giblin  of 
East  Boston  spoke  against  the  occu- 
pational farm  and  said  tha  tthe  pen- 
sioning plan  was  much  more  desirable. 
Others  favoring  the  pension  idea  were 
Senator  George  H.  Jackson,  Representa- 
tive Edward  I.  Kelley,  Neal  Devlin  and 
Timothy  J.  Donoghue,  secretary  of  the 
Blind  Welfare  Union. 


The  Christian  Register 
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The  Tuckerman  SchooL 


Opportunities  for  helpfulness  which  lie 
near  at  hand  w^ere  strongly  suggested  by  the 
talk  given  by  oMiss  Katherine  Stokes  of 
Bulfinch  Place  Church  on  the  i8th.  The 
difhculty  of  describing  in  detail  the  work  of 
any  assistant  has  been  mentioned  before. 
When  such  work  is  without  bounds  of  place  or 
time,  or  of  color,  race,  or  creed,  the  explana- 
tion must  indeed  be  inadequate.  A  particu- 
lar piece  of  work  which  is  in  the  large  scheme 
at  Bulfinch  Place  is  the  Charlotte  House  at 
North  Andover,  which  is  used  as  a  summer 
vacation  house,  directed  by  Miss  Stokes  and 
a  committee  of  the  large  Eliot  Circle  of  that 
church.  The  opportunity  this  house  offers 
for  rest  and  refreshment  to  many  people 
during  the  summer  is  heartily  appreciated. 

In  a  recent  Friday  morning  lecture  ISIiss 
Johnson  discussed  the  ceremonials  of  temple 
worship  as  a  related  subject  in  the  life  of 
Jesus.  Much  has  been  written  of  this,  and 
there  is  necessary  ignorance  and  misunder- 
standing connected  with  the  subject.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  the  symbolism  and  cere- 
monies which  featured  so  largely  in  the 
earlier  life  of  the  Hebrews  also  marked  the 
sect  of  the  Pharisees  later.  The  strict  ad- 
herent of  the  Pharisaic  law  could  not  easily 
understand  the  simple  teaching  of  Jesus. 

Miss  Lucy  Wright  in  her  address  on  the 
17th  described  the  work  which  is  being 
done  by  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for 
the  Blind  and  by  the  Association  for  the 
Promotion  of  the  Interests  of  the  Blind. 
The  industries  which  are  being  found  possible 
for  the  blind  help  to  place  them  more  and 
more  in  competition  with  those  who  have 
sight. 


MEASURE  K 
FOR  BUND 
OPPOSED 

Several  Favor  Pension 

Bill  Instead  of  the 

*'CoIony  Plan" 


Charges  of  incompetency  and  ne- 
glect of  duty  were  made  against  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
BHnd,  at  a  hearing  before  the  social 
welfare  committee  of  the  Legislature, 
at  the  State  House  yesterday  by  op- 
ponents of  the  commission's  bill  to  es- 
tablish an  occupational  colony  for 
blind  men.  The  hearing  room  was 
crowded. 

MEASURE   OPPOSED 

Members  of  the  Blind  Welfare  Union 
united  in  opposing  the  measure,  speak- 
ei's  charging  that  th©  bill  had  been  has- 
tily framed  to  defeat  another  bill  pro- 
viding' pensions  for  the  needy  blind. 

Chainnan  James  Munroe  of  the  com- 
mission, and  Charles  W.  Holmes,  a^ 
member,  outlined  the  plan  for  a  $15,0001 
appropiiation  to  raaintain  a  farm  on 
which  the  blind  or  nearly  blind  could 
be  trained  to  till  the  soil,  raise  cattle 
and  poultry  and  leam  industrial  work. 
Francis  Bardwell,  inspector  of  alms- 
houses for  the  State  Board  of  Charities, 
said  there  are  135  blind  people  in  poor- 
houses  who  would  benefit  under  the  bill. 

Robinson  Pierce,  a  blind  farmer  of 
Rockland,   told   how   he  runs   his   farm,  i 


I  tends  his  cattle  and  hens  and  even  re- 
pairs his  own  gas  engine.  Others  who 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  were  Miss 
Lillian  Garside,  a  blind  teacher  em- 
ployed by  the  commission,  George  E. 
Osgood  of  Hudson  and  Edward  E. 
Kelsey. 

Senator  George  H.  Jackson  of  Lynn, 
fraraer  of  the  blind  pension  bill,  led 
the  opposition,  declaring  the  proper 
schooling  of  the  blind  should  be  carried 
ion  througji  home  Avork. 
!  Washington  A.  Coles,  a  blind  enter- 
itainer,  declared  the  money  could  be 
better  used  to  start  a  publicity  cam- 
paign to  inform  the  pubUc  at  what 
work  the  blind  could  be  employed.  Each 
speaker  opposing  the  colony  bill  fa- 
vored the  pension  bill.  Representative 
Thomas  Giblln  of  East  Boston,  Repie- 
sentative  George  iKearney,  W.  G.  Hines 
and  Edward  Cassity  all  opposed  the 
colony  bill.  , 

Assistant  Corporation  Counsel  Devlin 
opposed  the  pension  bill,  saying  Boston 
would  have  to  pay  an  unfair  amount 
under  the  county  levy  plan. 

Miss  Lucy  Wright  spoke  for  the  com- 
mission. »Sho  declared  the  pension  bill 
would  mean  the  pauperizing  of  the 
blind,  while  the  commission  plans  to 
help  them  to  secure  work  for  them- 
selves. 
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DIFFER  OVER  LAWS  FOR  BLINCL. 

State  Boards  Unable  to  Agree  Over 
Several  Measures  for  Relief. 

Four  bills  affecting  the  status  of  the 
blind  in  this  State  were  given  a  hearing 
yesterday  before  the  Committee  on  So- 
cial Welfare.  Fully  50  blind  persons 
attended   this    hearing. 

The  bill  for  pensions  for  the  needy 
blind  was  opposed  by  the  State  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  and  favored  by 
members  of  the  State  Blind  Welfare 
League.  The  former  favored  a  bill  pro- 
viding an  educational  colony  for  the 
blind,  opposed  by  the  advocates  of  the 
other  bill. 

A  bill  to  appropriate  $6000  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  adult  blind  In  their 
homes  was  suported  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education  and  there  was  no 
opBQSition.  -- ^— — — liM^ 
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Urges  Pensions  * 

\  A       for  Needy  Blind 

Sen^xSftorge  H. 
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who  lis   not  an 


»rge  i±.  Jacl«son  of  Lynn  ap-| 
peared  before  the  legislative  commit-i' 
tee  on  social  welfare  today  in  advo-j 
cacy  of  his  bill  which  would  provide! 
pensions  for  the  needy  blind  of  this! 
State  and,  while  he  had  the  floor,  hej 
opposed  another  bill  which  was  beinff 
considered  which  provides  for  the  es-i 
tablishment  of  an  occupational  QOd- 
ony  for  blind  men,  this  bill  ihavinff 
been  proposed  by  t>€  State  commis- 
sion for  the  blind, 

The  Jackson  bill 
person  over 'the  a 
Is  declared  blind, 
inmate  of  any  charitable  oil  penal  in- 
stitution in  the  State,  an*  who  is 
earning  less  than  $300  per  a«num,  a^id 
Who  has  a  bona-flde  residence  in  thi^ 
State,  s:hall  receive  from -the- coxmty 
in  whidh  they  reside  a  pension  of  $150 
per  annum. 

In  advocating  this  bill  Senator 
Jackson  told  the  committee  that  the 
proper  place  to  care  for  the  blind 
is  In  fhe  home  and  not  in  an  institu- 
tion. He  said  that  the  bill  which 
provi/3es  for  the  establishment  of  an 
occupational  colony  for  blind  men  will 
call  for  an  expenditure  of  $15,000  the 
first  year  and  more  later  on,  and 
while  this  amount  woul'l  take  care  of 
only  30  men  at  the  colony,  It  would 
pay  the  pensions  of  100  blind  of  the 
Stat'e  and  that  the  blind  people  would 
be  much  better  satisfied.  He  said  that 
the  number  of  blind  people  in  this 
'State  tJhat  would  be  eligible  to  this 
pension  is  relatively  small,  and  he, 
termed  the  colony  plan  as  "a  means 
to  an  erwJ,"  stating  that  It  is  being 
inaugurated  simply  for  the  ultimate 
erection  of  more  colonies.  "I  don't 
believe  there  is  a  better  plan  than 
the  pension  system,"  he  said;  "I  am 
absolutely  opposed  to  non-contribu- 
tory pensions,  but  I  believe  that  tWs 
is  the  cheaper  manner  to  care  for  th© 


blind  people.  They  are  the  most 
stricken  class  of  people  in  the  Snh||^ 
and  I  think  that  we  "sfhould  foUov 
some  of  the  other  States  which  hav( 
adopted  pension  plans  for  the  blind.' 
Senator  Jackson  was  supported  bj 
several  representatives  of  the  Bllnc 
Welfare  union,  which  was  representee 
by  Timotny  J.  Donoghue.  Mr.  D-ono- 
ghue,  w'ho  is  blind,  said  that  his  or- 
ganization is  composed  of  the  active 
blin/1  people  of  t<he  'State.  He  said 
that  the  peculiar  thing  about  this 
matter  is  that  the  active  blind  are  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  fence  from  the 
^tate  commission  for  the  blind  and 
the  blind  people  who  come  under  their 
I  control.  He  added,  however,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  many  of  the  blind  wjujt 
favor  the  occupational  colony  and  o^ 
pose  fhe  pension  system  are  made  to 
do  so  by  the  representatives  of  the 
State  commission,  and  stated  that  the 
occupational  colony  bill  is  introduced 
to  kill    the   pension   plan. 

Opposition  to  the  pension  bill  was 
voiced  by  Miss  Lucy  Wrigiit,  general 
superintendent  for  the  State  commis- 
sion for  the  blind,  and  by  James  P. 
Munroe,  chairman  of  the  commission. 
Their  arguments  were  that  the  pension 
systems  for  the  blind  in  other  States 
h'ad  not  worked  successfully  and  had 
pau-  ired  ♦he  blind  people  there.  They 
stat«-a  that  considerable  difficulty  goes 
with  the  estta-blishment  of  such  a  pen- 
sion system  and  that  before  the  system 
should  be  established  in  this  State  a 
careful  study  of  the  situation  should  be 
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FARM  COLONY  B^:: 
BILL   OPPOSED 


Members  of  tjie  Blind  ^y.^l|jaie  Union, 
Inc.,  oppo.sed  a  bmolTR^staie  commis- 
sion for  the  blind  providing  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  $15,U00  for  establishing 
a  farm  for  the  blind  at  a  public  hearing 


piven  by  the  social  Welfar^eornimTtee 
of  the  Legislature  at  the  State  House 
Wednesday.  Members  of  the  commission 
were  opposed  to  a  bill  favored  by  the 
union  asking  that  pensions  be  provided 
for  all  blind  people  who  earn  not  over 
$300  a  year. 

It  was  charged  that  the  farm  colony 
bill  had  been  framed  to  defeat  the  pen- 
sion measure.  The  representatives  of 
the  union  side  declared  their  opposition 
to  the  farm  was  based  on  a  desire  to 
avoid  semblance  of  pauperism.  Senator 
George  H.  Jackson  of  Lynn  led  the  case 
for  the  union. 

Washington  A.  Coles,  entertainer; 
Robinson  Pierce,  farmer;  Representa- 
tives E.  L  Kelly  and  Thomas  Giblin  of 
East  Boston  and  Representative  George^ 
Kearney.  W.  G.  Hines  and  Edward  Cas- 
sitv  all  opposed  the  colony  bill. 

Assistant  Corporation  Counsel  Devlin 
opposed  the  pensiofi  bill,  saying  Boston 
would  have  to  pay  an  .unfair  amount 
ujDLder  the  county  levy  plan. 
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Half  a  hundred  blind  men  and 
women  appeared  before  the  com- 
IHliiititiie  on  social  welfare  Wednesday 
on  bills  affecting  the  status  of  the 
blind  in  Massachusetts.  On  the  bill 
which  would  provide  pensions  for  the 
needy  blind  in  the  state,  the  state 
commission  for  the  blind  went  on 
record  as  directly  opposed  to  the 
measure. 

The  committee  also  gave  a  hearing 
on  a  bill  which  provides  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  $600()  for  the  instruct- 
ion of  the  adult  blind  at  their  homes. 
This  bill  is^'UyUtl»ntm"'*tor  by  Dr 
David  Snedden  of  the  state  board  of 
education,  and  was  favored  by  Wal- 
ter I.  Hamilton,  agent  for  the  state 
board.  Mr.  Hamilton  was  formerly  a 
teacher  in  the  Rockland  schools 
There  was  no  opposition  to  the  bill. 
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Half  a  hundred  blind  men  and  wo- 
men app eared /Kjef ore  the  committee 
on  social  ^[£1©^  \J/^ednesday  on  bills 
affecting  th?--& 
Massachusetts, 
would  provide  pe 
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directly   opposed    to    the   measure. 

The  committee  also  gave  a  hearing 
on"  a  bin  which  provides  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  $6ooo  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  adult  blind  at  their  homes 
This  bitrts  petitioned  for  by  Dr.  Dav- 
id Snedden  of  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation, and  was  favored  by  Walter  I. 
Hamilton,  agent  for  the  state  board. 
Mf.  Hamilton  was  formerly  a  teacher 
in  the  Rockland  schools.  There  was 
no  opposition  to  the  biU. 
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Lowell   Blind      Interieiited. 

Charg'es    of    InclllW^fetency    and    ne- 
g-lect   of   duty   were   made  ag'alnst  the 
Massachusetts      Comniisston      for    the 
Blind   at   a    hearing   before   the    social 
welfare   committee   of    the    legislature 
the    past    week    by    opponents      of   tho 
commission's    bill    to   establish   an    oc- 
cupational   colony    for   the   blind    miCn. 
This    bill    Is    opposed      by    many    blind 
men    of   Lowell,    as      was   indicated    in 
The   Telogram    recently      In   an   article 
joverlng   the  proposed   bill.    Tho   blind 
nen   favor   a   pension     'bill   and  claim 
hat   the    occupational   bill   was   hastl- 
y  drawn   by   the  commission   in   order 
o    defeat    the    pension    measure.    The 
ommlssion    believes,    apparently    that 
he      pension      bill    if    passed,      would 
lean  the   abolishing     of  the  commis- 
ion   Itself. -  - 


j3osiroru>     ^a^SS.i    T^€^oovdu 


V-€.b-r^ax-rv/    '^^.   l^JJ^ 


Blind 
Director  to  Be 
Head  Resident 
i  Social  Centr 
tlie  Blind 
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By  Katherlne  Brooks 

On  the  stage  an  actor  was  imper- 
sonating: a  blind  man.     To  a  won- 
dering boy,   he     told     how,   lacking 
sight,     he~    "saw"     with  his   other 
senses — taste,  touch,  smell. 

"I    see    with    my    ears,"    said    he. 
"When  I  sit  by  the  gate  of  the  city  i 
I  can  tell  whether  it  is  a  beggar,  a  I 
merchant  or  a  great  noble  walking 
by." 

The  boy  was  incredulous. 

"You  can  do  it  yourself,"  said  the 
blind   man.      "Shut   your   eyes." 

And  then  he  walked  past  the  child 
with   a   shuffling  gait. 

"A  beggar!"  cried  the  boy. 

The  blind  man  walked  again,  with 
a  slow  and   stately  tread. 

"A  great  noble!"  cried  the  boy. 
"I  could  see  him  in  my  mind,  al- 
though my  eyes  were  closed." 

"Yoy  can  see  with  your  ears  of 
you  only  try,"  said  the  blind  man. 

And  all  the  while  this  scene  was 
going  on,  there  was  a  group  of  blind 
men  in  the  auditorium  "seeing"  it 
with  their  ears.  They  were  the 
members  of  the  orchestra,  who  j 
played  at  the  matinee  of  the  Port- 1 
manteau  Theatre  a  little  while  ago,  i 


;  and  who  listened  to  this  scene  with 
extraordinary  interest.  They  often 
"see"  shows  in  this  way,  but  sel- 
dom anything  that  comes  so  near 
home.      Most   people   think    of     the 

"sighted"  as  teaching  the  blind;  but 
there  is  much  that  the  blind  can 
teach  the  sighted,  as  those  who  min- 
gle with  them  know. 

Overlooks  the  Harbor 

Massachusetts  has  many  enter- 
,  prises  on  foot  in  the  interests  of  the 
blind— a  State  school  in  the  Per- 
kins Institution,  which  gives  the 
equivalent  of  a  high  school  educa- 
.tion;  a  State  Commission,  with 
many  fields,  Including  a  depart- 
ment on  employment;  workshops 
where  blind  workers  are  trained  in 
manual  arts;  shops  where  their 
products  are  sold;  and  many  other 
activities;  but  there  was  room  for 
another  very  important  service,  and 
it  will  be  inaugurated  in  the  course 
of  another  month  or  so.  This  is  a 
social  center,  established  for  tiie 
blind,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
blind  leader,  a  man  who  has  al- 
I  ready  acquired  prestige  for  quali- 
ties of  leadership  in  other  fields. 
His  name  is  Richard  J.  C.  Barnard, 
director  of  the  orchestra,  who  will 
be  head  resident  of  the  new  centre,' 
on  Thomas  park.  South  Boston,  as 
soon  as  the  building  is  ready  for 
dedication  to  its  new  work.  It  will 
be  a  place  where  these  brave  and 
cheerful  people  may  meet  for  recrea- 
tion as  well  as  work,  and  for  the 
stimulus  of  companionship  that 
even  the  "sighted"  feel  so  keenly, 
and  is  doubly  precious  to  the  blind. 
The  house  is  near  the  cars,  over- 
looks the  harbor,  is  well  equipped 
with  parlors,  a  smoking  room, 
piazza,  porches,  sleeping  rooms,  ^ 
garden  and  shade  trees.  '; 

Here  the  various  club  activities 
will  find  a  home,  and  the  orchestra, 
of  which  Mr.  Barnard  is  leader,  a 
place  for  regular  rehearsals. 

It  was  founded  in  1904,  and  still 
retains  three  of  its  charter  members. 

The  present  drummer  is  a  "sight- 
ed" man,  but  all  the  other  members 
are  blind;  although  many  people 
hear  them  play  without  realizing 
the  fact. 

To  see  a  group  of  musicians  play- 
ins_without  a  baton  to  lead  them 
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is  not  so  very  remarkable,  when 
the  group  is  small — you  might  not 
notice  that.  To  see  them  play 
without  notes,  while  unusual,  is 
still  not  preposterous— you  might 
notice  that .  und  think  perhaps  it 
was  a  show  piece  they  were  play- 
ing. But  when  they  have  played 
through  a  whole  afternoon's  pro-' 
gram,  with  no  sign  of  notes  and  no 
halt  or  hitch;  especially  when  they 
have  called  attention  to  themselves, 
not  only  by  the  excellence  of  their* 
performance,  but  by  the  ensemble 
singing  of  the  entire  group,  you  be- 
gin to  wonder  how  they  do  it.  You 
realize  that  it  is  a  feat  of  memor- 
izing. 

"Walked  Miles  to  His  Lesson 


The  orchestra  includes,  besides  its 
.director,  who  is  the  pianist,  An- 
I  tonio  Martone,  violinist;  Francis 
Terardi,  'cellist;  Frank  Sticher, 
clarinetist;  Charles  Sticfier,  cornet- 
ist,  and  Herbert  Cullen,  drummer 
(not  blind).  It.  is  called  the  Cos- 
mopolitan Concert "  company,  and 
wlien  first  founded,  was  even  more 
cosmopolitan  than  it  is  today.  All 
the  blind  members  are  graduates  of 
the  Perkins  Institution,  and  the 
first  three — Barnard,  Martone  and 
lerardi— have  studied  at  the  N.  E. 
Conservatory  of  Music.  lerardi, 
indeed,  not  having  money  enough  to 
pay  his  car  fares  to  and  fro,  walked 
from-  South  Boston  to  the  Con- 
servatory for  his  lessons  and  back 
again,  alone,  throughout  his  entire 
course.  He  tells  you  about  it  with 
the  utmost  cheerfulness,  as  he  will 
tell  you  about  the  other  things  he 
has  done  to  make  a  livihg,  such  as 
selling  papers  and  blacking  boots. 

"Certainly  a  blind  man  can  black 
boots,"  he  says,  "just  as  well  as 
anybody,  else.  I  could  almost  al- 
ways tell  the  difference  between 
black  and  russet,  by  the  feeling. 
There's,  a  difference  in  the  rough- 
ness of  the  leather." 

He  blacks  no  more  shoes  now, 
however,  for  his  business  is  piano 
tuning  and  playing  his  'cello.  An- 
tonio is  engaged  to  a  very  pretty 
little  Canadian  girl,  and  hopes  to 
be  married  in  the  spi'ing.  . 

The  problem  of  teaching  musical 
notation  to  those  who  cannot  see 
the  staff  is  no  small  one.  They  have 
to  do  all  their  reading  by  the  Braille 


system,  and  there  is  no  musical 
notation  in  Braille.  Instead,  the 
musical  terms  have  to  be  expressed 
In  terms  of  their  ordinary  reading 
— all  except  the  staff,  which  they 
are  taught  to  visualize  before  they 
besin  the  study  of  notes.  *     ' 

They  learn  the  staff  by  feeling-, 
and  they  learp,  say,  that  middle  G 
is  on  the  tirst  line  under  the  staff. 
From  that  point  on,  all  ..their  notes 
are  expressed  in  this  way,  E  rs  on 
the  lowest  line  of  the  staff;  B  on 
the  middle  line;  high  C  on  the  sec- 
ond line  above,  and  so  on.  They 
must  learn  where  the  note  belongs, 
and  then  place  it  in  their  minds, 
and  finally  on  their  instruments. 
Everything  they  play  must  be 
memorized,  first  In.  solo  perform- 
ance, and  then  in  ensemble. 
Learn  Music  IVitliout  K^otes 

The  pianist  must  learn  the  two 
hands  separately,  playing  with  one 
while  he  reads  his  Braille  with  the 
other;  and  then  he  must  learn  to 
put  the  two  parts  together.  No 
easy  task,  but  one  undertaken  with 
love  and  pleasure;  and  how  much 
worth  while,  one  needs  only  to 
watch  their  faces  as  they  play,  to 
know. 

When  a  new  piece  is  to  be 
learned,  a  transcriber  reads  the  no- 
tation aloud,  and  the  players  take 
it  down  on  their  Braille  writers. 
These  are  machines  built  like  type- 
writing machines,  but  with  only  six 
keys.  Each  key  has  a  symbol,  and 
these  symbols  are  put  together  after 
the  manner  of  a  telegraphic  code. 
For  one  term,  a  dot  is  used;  and  a 
single  key  pressed  down;  for  an- 
other, perhaps  three  keys  are 
pressed  down  at  once.  The  different 
combinations  make  up  the  alphabet 
of  termil,  and  in  these  terms  they 
record  both  their  music  and  their 
spoken  language.  A  dot  or  some 
other  symbol  before  each  note  sig- 
nifies its  position  on  the  staff,  and 
thus  the  process  is  simplified,  just 
as  the  process  of  dictation  with 
which  we  are  all  familiar,  is  simpli- 
fied by  stenography. 

There  are  many  expert  typists 
among  the  blind,  who  operate  or- 
dmary  typewriting  machines,  and 
earn  money  as  stenographers 
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BlilND     ASK     APPOIIVTMBIVT 

Petition  Governor  McCall  Re^ardin^ 
Personnel  of  Commission  in  Charge 
of  Their  Affairs 

Governor  McCall  has  received  a  petition 
signed  by  George  W.  Jones  of  Boston  and 
one  hundred  other  blind  men  and  women, 
urging  the  need  of  majority  representa- 
tion of  active  blind  persons  upon  the  Mas- 
sachusett^Commisison  for  the  Blind. 
I  Three  fi&.sons  are  given  in  the  petition 
for  a  larger  representation  of  ~  blind'  per- 
sons  on   the  commission,   as   follows: 

First— The  niembers  of  the  commission, 
being  busy,  sighted  persons  in  active  life 
with  the  exception  of  one  blind  woman  of 
m«ans,  must  of  necessity  delegate  the  work 
of  the  blind  to  subordinates. 

Second— With  the  exception  of  one  m*>m- 
ber,  who  is  a  trained  teacher  of  the  blind 
.there  is  no  member  at  present  in  active 
touch  with  the  efforts  of  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  blind  who  are  struggling  for  an  ex- 
istence in  the  Commonwealth. 

Third—As  the  function  of  the  commis- 
sion has  narrowed  down  to  that  of  an  ad- 
visory board,  the  work  of  a  commissioner 
could  be  fully  as  well  done  by  a  blind  per- 
son of  experience  in  the  affairs  of  ordinarv 
I  business  and  who  from  actual  experience 
[also  knows  the  needs  of  the  blind. 
'  The  petition  prays  that  all  future  ap- 
pointments  to  the  commission  be  made 
from  the  ranks  of  the  blind  and  that  ths 
power  of  the  appointment  be  so  exercised 
as  to  make  the  commission  a  practical 
rather  than  a  theoretical   body. 
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BLIND  ASK  APPOINTMENT.  "1 

Petition  Gov  McCall  Regarding 
Personnel  of  Commission  in  Charge 
of  Their  Affairs. 

Gov  McCall  yesterday  received  a  peti- 
tion signed  by  George  W.  Jones  of  Bos- 
ton and  100  other  blind  men  and  wom- 
en, urging  the  need  of  majority  repre- 
sentation of  active  blind  persons  upon 
the  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Blind. 


Three  reasons  are  given  in  tlie  petition 
for  a  lart^er  repie^ntation  of  blind  per- 
sons on   the  conimission,   as  follows: 

"First— The  members  of  the  commis- 
aion.  beins  busy,  sighted  persons  in  ac- 
tive life,  with  the,exception  of  one  blind 
woman  of  means,  must  of  necessity 
delegate  the  Work  of  the  blind  to  sub- 
ordinates. 

"Second— With  the  exception  of  one 
member,  who  is  a  trained  teacher  of  the 
blind,  there  is  no  member  at  present  in 
active  touch  with  the  efforts  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  blind  who  are  strug- 
gling for  an  existence  in  the  Common- 
wealth. ^     , 

"Third— As  the  function  of  the  com- 
mission has  narrowed  down  to  that  of 
an  advisory  board,  the  work  of  a  com- 
missioner could  be  fully  as  well  done 
bv  a  blind  person  of  experience  in  the 
affairs  of  ordinary  business  and  who 
from  ;i"t'''l  '^^i^'^'nence  also  knows  the 
needs  of  i;he  blind." 

The  petiiion  piays  that  all  future  ap- 
pointments to  the  commission  be  made 
from  the  ranks  of  the  blind  and  that 
the  power  of  the  appointment  be  so  ex- 
ercised as  to  make  the  commission  a 
practical  rather  than  a  theoretical  body. 


TLtoLlo-tcv-g  ,    VV\a^$5.,    Y\^\Ar& 


TEACHING  THE  ADULT  BLIND 

Tbe*8tate  board  of  educatioTTTTHS^ 
l)iir'iii  the  legislatui^e  asking  for  an 
appropriation,  of  $6000  for  the  in-j 
struction  of  the  adult  blind  in  their 
liomes.  This  is  a  new  departure  and 
Is  part  of  th^' university  extension 
moveiiient  so  strongly  advocated  by 
former  Governor  David  I.  Walsh.  Un- 
der the  terms  of  petition  introduced 
by  Dr.  David  Snedden,  commissioner 
of  education,  the  matter  is  taken  out 
Of  the  hands  of  the  state  board  of 
ecTucation  and  pllaced  in  the  hands  of 
the  state  commission  for  the  blind. 
The  bill  v/,as  given  a  hearing  before 
the  legislative  committee  on  social 
welfare  and  no  opposition  was  pres- 
ented. 


Bosto-Ku,   iTAa^^^   .   SxLJ^t-tuSe-r-. 


Blind  Musical  Director 
to   Be   Head  Resident 
of   Social   Center 
for   tfie   Blind 

On  the  stage  an  actor  was  imper- 
1  sonating-  a  blind  man.     To  a  won- 
I  dering  boy,  he.    told     how,   lacking 
[  sight,     he     "saw"     with  his  other 
senses— taste,  touch,  smell. 

"I    see   with    my    ears,"    said    he. 
"When  I  sit  by  the  gate  of  the  city 
I  can  tell  whether  it  is  a  beggar,  a 
merchant  or  a  great  noble  walking 
by."      . 
The  boy  v.-as  incredulous. 
"You  can  dp  it  yourself,"  said  the 
'  blind   man.     "Shut  your   eyes." 
I     And  then  he  walked  past  the  child 
with  a   shuffling  gait.     "^ 
1     "A  beggar!"  cried  the  boj-. 
I     The  blind  man  walked  again,  witli 
!  a  slow  and  stately  tread. 

"A  great  noblcl"  cried  the  boy. 
"I  could  see  .  him  in  my  mind,  al- 
though my  eyes  were  closed." 

"You  can  see.v.'ith  your  qars  if 
you  only  try,"  said  the  blind  man. 
And  all  the  while  this  scene  was 
I  going  on,  there  was  a  group  of  blind 
men  in  the  auditorium  "seeing"  it 
;  with   their   ears.       Tliey     were   the 
members     of    the    orchestra,     who 
played  at  the  matinee  of  the  Port- 
manteau Theatre  a  little  while  ago, 
and  who  listened  to  this  scene  with 
,  extraordinary  interest.     They  often 
"see"   shows  in  this  way,  but  sel- 
i  dom  anything  that  comes  so  near 
j  home.     Most  people  think   of     the 
"sighted"  as  teaching  the  blind;  but 
there   is  much   thi^t  the  blind   can 
!  teach  the  sighted,  as  those  who  min- 
gle with  them  know. 
I  Overlooks  the  Harbor 

1     Massa,chusetts    has    many    enter- 


prises  on  foot  in  the  interests  of  the 
blind— a  State  school  in  the  Per- 
kins Institution,  which  gives  the 
equivalent  of  a  high  school  educa- 
tion; a  State  Commission,  with 
many  fields,  including  a  depart- 
ment on  employment;  workshops 
where  blind  workers  are  trained  in 
manual  arts;  shops  where  their 
products  are  sold;  and  many  other 
activities;  but  there  was  room  for 
another  S-ery  important  service,  and 
it  will  be  inauguriated  in  the  course 
of  another  month  or  so.  This  is  a 
social  center,  established  for  the 
blind,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
blind  leader,  a  man  who  has  al- 
ready acquired  prestige  for  quali- 
ties of  leadership  in  other  fields. 
His  name  is  Richard  J.  G.  Barnard, 
director  of  the  orchestra,  who  will 
be  head  resident  of  the  new  centre, 
on  Thomas  park.  South  Boston,  as 
soon  as  the  building  is  ready;  for 
dedication  to  its  new  work.  It  will 
be  a  place  where  these  brave  and 
cheerful  people  may  meet  for  recrea- 
tion as  well  as  work,  and  for  the 
stimulus  of  companionship  that 
even  the  "sighted"  feel  so  keenly, 
and  is  doubly  precious  to  the  blind. 
The  house  is  near  the  cars,  over- 
looks the  harbor,  is  well  equipped 
with  parlois,  a  smoking  room, 
piazza,  porches,  sleeping  rooms,  a 
garden  and  shade  trees. 

Here  the  various  club  activities 
will  find  a  home,  and  the  orchestra, 
of  which  Mr.  Barnard  is  leader,  a 
place  for  regular  rehearsals. 

It  was  founded  in  1904,  and  still 
retains  throe  of  its  charter  members. 

The  prcFjnt  0 rummer  is  a  "sight- 
ed" man,  but  all  the  other  members 
are  blind;  although  many  people 
hear  them  play  without  realizing 
the  fact. 

To  see  a  group  of  musicians  play- 
ing without  a  batoa  to  lead  them 
is  not  so  very  remarkable,  when 
the  group  is  small— you  might  not 
notice  that.  To  see  them  play 
without  notes,  while  unusual,  is 
still  not  preposterous— you  might 
notice  that  und  think  perhaps  it 
was  a  show  piece  they  were  play- 
ing. But  when  tliey  have  played 
through  a  whole  afternoon*,*?  pro- 
gram, with  no  sign  of  notes  and  no 
^It  or  hitch;  especially  when  they 
lave  called  attention  to  themselves^; 


not  only  by  the  excellence  of  their 
performance,  but  by  the  ensemble 
singing  of  the  entire  group,  you  be- 
gin to  wonder  how  they  do  it.  You 
realizo  that  it  is  a  feat  of  memor- 
izing. 

IValked  Miles  to  His  Les.son 
The  orchestra  includes,  besides  its 
director,    who   is   the    pianist,     An- 
:    tonio    Martone,    violinist;    Francis 
I  lerardi,      'cellist;      Frank      Sticher, 
I   clarinetist;   Charles  Sticher,  cornet- 
j   ist,    and    Herbert    Cullen,    drummer 
(not   blind).     It   is   called   the   Cos- 
j    mopolitan    Concert    company,    and 
'   when  first  founded,  was  even  more 
cosmopolitan  than     it  is  today.    All 
the  blind  members  are  graduates  of 
the    Perkins    Institution,    and    the 
first    three— Barnard,    Martone    and 
lerardi— have  studied  at  the  N.   K. 
Conservatory    of    Music.        lerardi, 
indeed,  not  having  money  enough  to 
pay  his  car  fares  to  and  fro,  walked 
from    South    Boston    to     the     Con- 
servatory for  his  lessons  and  back 
again,  alone,  throughout  his  entire 
:  course.      He  tells  you  about  it  with 
'  the  utmost  cheerfulness,  as  he  will 
rteli  you  about  the  other  things  he  . 
Tias  done  to  make  a  living,  such  as 
soiling  papers  and  blacking  boots. 

"Certainly  a  blind  man  can  black 
boots,"  he  says,  "just  as  well  as 
an7/body  else.  I  could  almost  al- 
ways tell  the  difference  between 
black  and  russet,  by  the  feeling. 
There's  a  difference  in  the  rough- 
I  ness  of  the  leather." 
i  He  blacks  no  more  shoes  now, 
however,  for  his  business  is  piano 
tuning  and  playing  hi^  'cello.  An- 
tonio is  engaged  to  ai  very  pretty 
little  Canadian  girl,  and  hopes  to 
be  married  in  the  spring. 

The  problem  of  teaching  musical 
notation  to  those  who  cannot  see 
the  staff:  is  no  small  one.  They  have 
to  do  all  their  reading  by  the  Braille 
system,  and  there  is  no  musical 
notation  in  Braille,  Instead,  the 
musical  terms  have  to  be  expressed 
1  in  terms  of  their  ordinary  reading 
— all  except  the  staff,  which  they 
arc  taught  to  visualize  before  tiiey 
begin  the  study  of  notes. 

They  learn  the  staff  by  feeling, 
and  they  learn,  say,  that  middle  G 
is  on  the  first  lino  under  the  staff. 
From  that  point  on,  all  their  notes 


are  expressed  in  this  way.  E  is  on 
the  lowcRt  line  of  the  staff;  B  on 
the  middle  line;  higlv  C  on  the  sec- 
ond line  above,  and  so  on.  They 
must  learn  where  the  note  belongs, 
and  then  place  it  in  their  mmds, 
and  finally  on  their  instruments. 
Everything:  they  play  must  be 
memorized,  lirst  in  solo  perform- 
ance, and  then  in  ensemble. 
Learn  Music  'Without  ]N'ptes 

The  pianist  must  learn  the  two 
hands  separately,  playing  with  one 
v:hile  he  reads  his  Braille  with  the 
other;  and  then  he  must  learn  to 
put  the  two  parts  together.  No 
easy  task,  but  one  undertaken  with 
love  and  pleasure;  and  how  much 
worth  while,  one  needs  only  to 
watch  their  faces  as  they  play,  to 
know. 

When  a  new  piece  is  to  be 
learned,  a  transcriber  reads  the  no- 
tation aloud,  and  the  players  take 
it  down  on  their  Braille  writers. 
These  are  machines  built  like  type- 
writing' machines,  but  with  only  six 
keys.  Each  key  has  a  symbol,  and 
these  symbols  are  put  together  after 
the  manner  of  a  telegraphic  code. 
For  one  term,  a  dot  is  used;  and  a 
single  key  pressed  down;  for  an- 
other, perhaps  three  keys  are 
pressed  down  at  once.  The  different 
combinations  make  up  the  alphabet 
of  terms,  and  in  these  terms  they 
record  both  their  music  and  their 
spoken  language.  A  dot  or  some 
other  symbol  before  each  note  sig- 
nifies its  position  on  the  staff,  and 
thus  the  process  is  simplified,  just, 
as  the  process  of  dicta£ion  with 
which  we  are  all  familiar,  is  simpli- 
fied by  stenography. 

There  are  many  expert  typists 
among  the  blind,  who  operate  or- 
dinary typewriting  machines,  and 
earn  money  as  stenographers. 


Xiv^wvu,    yVVauSS.  •>    I't'ew^^ 


Pensions  for  Needy  Blind. 

When  the  legislaitive  committ«»  on  so- 
cial welfare  gave  a  hearing  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Senafar  George,  H.  Jackison  of 
Lynn  for  pensions  for  the  needy  blind, 
several  representatives  of  the  active 
blind  associations  appeared  and  indirect- 
ly stated  that  the  State  commission  for 
i  the  blind  was  not  doing  its  best  for  the 
care  of  those  so   atflicted. 

lv>day  Qovernor  McCall  received  a 
petition  signed  by  George  W.  Jones  of 
Boston  and  100  other  blind  men  and 
women  urging  the  need  of  a  majority 
representation  of  active  blind  persons 
upon  the  Stato  conxmis&ion. 

Three  of  thts  leaffons  given  in  the  peti- 
tion for  a  larger  representation  of  blind 
persons  on  the  commission  follow: 
First,  the  members  of  the  commission 
being  busy,  sighted  persons  in  active 
life,  with  the  single  exception  of  -one 
blind  woman  of  means,  must  of  neces- 
sity delegate  the  work  of  the  bUnd 
to  subordinates.  Second,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one'  member  who  is  trained 
teacher  of  the  blind,  there  is  no  member 
at  present  in  active  touch  with  the  ef- 
forts of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  blind 
who  are  struggling  f(w^  existence  In  the 
State.  Third,  as  thje/ function  of  the 
commission  has  narrtwved  dcfwbi  to  that 
of  an  advisory  boarc^f-H^e  wtirk  of  a 
commissioner  could  b^^j^ully  as  Vrell  d'one 
by  a  blind  pei^son  of  experienle  in  the 
aff3,Irs  of  ordinary  business  and  who 
from  actual  experience  also  knows  the 
needs    of    the    blind. 

The  petition  prays  that  all  future  ap- 
pointments to  the  commission  be  made 
from  the  ranks  of  the  blind  and  that 
the  power  of  appointment  be  so  exer- 
'ftised  as  to  make  the  commission  a  prac- 
tical rather  than  a  theoretical  body. 


mii  FOR  MAJORITY 
\    REPRESENTATION 

Blind  Want  More  of  Ow'Nvim- 
)er  on  Commission 


Gov.  iNlcCall  jcstcrday  received  a 
petition  signed  by  George  W.  Jones 
of  Boston  and  100  other  blind  men 
and  women,  urging  the  need  of  a 
majority  representation  of  active 
blind  persons  upon  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  for  the  Blind,  for  three 
reasons:  — 

First,  tlie  members  of  tlic  commis- 
,sion  bciipg  busy,  sighted  .persons  in 
active  life.  Avith  the  single  exceptiou 
of  one  blind  Avoman  of  means,  must 
of  necessity  delegate  the  work  of  the 
blind  to  subordinates;  second,  with 
the  exception  of  one  member,  Avho  is 
a  trained  teacher  of  the  blind,  there 
is  no  member  at  present  in  active 
touch  with  the  efforts  of  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  blind  who  are  still 
struggling  for  existence  in  the  Com- 
monwealth; third,  as  the  function  of; 
the  commission  has  narrowed  down 
to  that  of  an  advisory  board,  the 
work  of  a  commissioner  could  be  fully 
as  Avell  done  by  a  blind  person  of  ex- 
perience in  the  affairs  of  ordinary 
business  and  who  from  actual  experi- 
ence also  knows  the  need  of  the 
blind. 


IMPORTANT  MKBTIXG  FRIMY 

When  the  Workingmen's  aseociatlon, 
branch  1,  meets  Friday  night  In  Good 
Templar  hall,  3  Ekman  street,  plana 
will  be  discussed  relative  to  drawing 
up  a  petition  which  will  be  presented 
to  the  House  of  Representa,tives  re- 
garding the  members'  wish  to  go  on 
record  as  favoring  a  bill  that  will  Im- 
prove the  condition  of  blind  and  acci- 
dentally injured  workingfflWP. 


WOULD  HAVE  ONLY  BLIND  PEOPLE! 
ON  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Lynn  Residents  Lead  Campaign  to  Fa^e  lutvie  Ap- 
pointments to  Beard  Made  Ficm  Itcce  V. ho  Are 
Sightless  and  State  Argvments  lor  llieir  PJ^n 


The  pension  for  the  blind,  which 
is  receiving  considerable  attention 
at  the  present  time*  has  been 
brought  before  Governor  McCall. 
-Qv  action  in  regard  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Commission  for   the  Blind. 

A  number  of  Lynn  people,  v,  ho 
are  deprived  of  their  sight,  are  in- 
terested in  the  njoveraent  and  thpy 
are  earnestly  endeavoring  to  bring 
about  a  movement  whereby  all 
future  appointments  to  the  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  may  be  made 
from  the  ranks  of  the  blind  and  that 
the  power  of  appointment  be  so 
exercised  as  to  make  the  commission 
a  pra(;tical  body  rather  than  a 
theoreti(al  body. 


I»kTiss  Gladys  V.  Miller  of  Williams 
Avenue  a  graduate  of  the  Perkins" 
Institute  is  one  of  the  most  active 
workers  in  the  cause.  She  is  wel\ 
kno\\n  here  in  Lynn  because  of  her 
activities  in  regard  to  the  aid  for 
the  blind.  Othtr  prominent  blind 
people  in  the  city  interested  in  the 
movement  are  Walter  B.  Robert- 
son of  Euclid  Avenue  and  Troft" 
Theodore   Du(  asse.  the  musician,      j 

The  governor  was  visited  one  day] 
Bast  AA  eek  by  100  blind  people.  ^^  ho! 
offered  the  folloA\ing-  three  reasons 
for  a  larp:cr  representation  of  blind 
people  on  the  commission. 

First — The  members  of  the  com- 
mission being  busy,  sighted-personsi 
in  active  life,  with  the  exception! 
of  one  blind  woman  bf  means,  must 
of  nee  essity  delegate  the  work  of  the 
blind  tojsubordinates. 

Second—With  the  exception  of 
one  member,  who  is  a  trained 
teacher  of  the  blind,  there  is  no 
member  at  present  in  active  touch 
with  the  efforts  of  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  blind  Avho  are  struggling-  for 
an  existence  In  the  Commonwealth. 

Third — As    the    function    of    the 
commission    has   narrowed   down   to 
that  of  an  ad^^sory  board,  the  work 
of    a    commissioner    could    bo    fully 
as    well    done    by   a.   blind   person    ofl 
experience  in  the  affairs  of  ordinary,! 
business,    and    who  from   actual   ex- 1 
perience.    also    knows    the    needs    ofl 
the   blind.  l 


ha.tl  'Ruv/et-,  TVlaL.ss.,     YlevJ- 


TVta^-Y-c^k    M  ..   [^\h. 


WOMAN'S  CLUB  EVE 


"*^^fl 


An  address  on  "Work  for  the  Blind^ 
will  be  given  before  the  Civic  Depart- 
ment at  4:15  Monday,  March  27  by 
Miss  Lucy  Wright  of  Boston,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Training  -f  .Blfrrf'  Wo- 
men in  the  Massachusetts  Commis- 
sion. 


iXioT'cestre-r,  yv\a.ss..>  Je.V,e.a;2i^ 


>Wi 


•k.     >U    i^Ko. 


IN  BEHALF  OF  MAIIffElT 

WorkfniBrinenH         Asuoclatlon     Plaim  ,  to 
Present    Bill   Before   I^egrlMlature.. 


a%so- 


At  the  meeting  of  Workingmens  asso- 
ciation branch  1,  at  3  Ekman  street,  last 
niight,  plans  were  discussed  relative  to 
drawing  up  a  petition  to  be  presented  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  regarding 
the  members  who  wish  to  go  on  record  as 
favoring  a  bill  that  will  Improve  the  con- 
dition  of.,blindand  injured  workmen. 

Member?"5f"ffffe  association  believe  little 
or  no  provision  is  made  for  these  men 
and  favor  some  action  on  the  part  of  the 
state  to  relieve  these  conditions. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  association 
some  definite  action  will  be  taken  in  re- 
gard to  drawing  up  a  petition. 


XOonrcesfer-,  YY\A,ss.y'Poe>C 


FOR   BLIND   AND   INJURED    W< 

The  Woi«l?i**ti«r''WWIWig men's  AiJmfi. 
elation,  Branch  No.  1.  last  night  firs- 
cussed  plans  for  drawing  up  j^  peti- 
tion to  bo.  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  regarding-  tlie  mem- 
bers who  wish  to  go  on  record  as  fa  ve- 
ering a  bill  Avhich  Vv^ill  improve  the 
wori<ing-  conditions  of  the  blind  .41KI 
, injured.  lyittle  or  no  provision  is  made 
at  present.  Action  will  be  taken  in 
the   next   meeting  of  the   branch. 


Bostow,   WVa-ss.,    He.-r-a^LdU . 


the  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  artiflcijU 
light,  and  vehicles,  in  hunting;  and  t^ 
bill  to  permit  tilir^d  men  to  be  assisted 
|In  voting  by  any '  friend  instead  of  by 
lap  election  officer,  as  at  present. 


Sj^rlvug^^-^ 


L&loL,   VWa^ss.,  "U. 


W  UO-)'V  . 


___m, A, Y-c u  t b>  i^\b. 

Move  to  Provide  Edocatkm 

for  Blind  in  Th&i  Homes 

The  Coramitt^^on  ^Social  Welfare 
voted  to  i*eport  the  >Tllftflered  by  State 
Commissioner  of  '*'lW|ii^atipn  David 
Snedden,  providi 
shall  expend  a  sui 
for  the  education  of 
in  their  homeg,  the  instructi^  to  be 
given  under  the  direction  of  tflfe  State 
Commission   for  the   blind. 

EUGENE  W.  MASON, 


31  "rawucation  x-zelvjiu 
ling  tliM;,the  Sta:te, 
ura  nddexC^ing  $6000 
m    of    the    ad%lt   blind 


1^  ostomy.    VyUAxSS..    !ir-»-3uw6>C'r-u^'^ 


Relieving  the  Board  of  Education  of  al 
supervision  in  matters  which  were  not 
itruly  part  of  its  province,  the  bill  re- 
borted  by  Social  Welfare,  carrying  the  an- 
nual appropriation  for  education  of  the 
adult  blind  in  their  homes,  embodies  a 
wise '  VI!'cLfl^([}  Tn  procedure.  The  increase: 
of  the  usual  appropriation  froan  $5000  to 
$6000  is  of  course  rather  trivial.  But  the 
plan  to  abolish  the  practice  of  requiring, 
the  State  Board  of  Education  to  pass  on 
all  expenses  incurred  by  the  State  Com-j 
mission  on  the  Blind,  under  this  appropria-j 
tion,  was  wisely  framed.  Always  in  the 
past  Mr.  Allen,  of  the  Perkins  Institution,  j 
has  had  entire  charge  of  the  work  carried^ 
on  for  the  education  of  adult  blind  in  their 
homes,  and  there  was  no  reason  for  con- ; 
tinuing  longer  a  supervision  which  intro- j 
duced  a  useless  conflict  of  jurisdiction.  ' 


Bostovu,    W\a^SS.>    Hg.T-a.ldL. 


of  Commissioner  of  Education  Sneddeni 
for  nil  appropriation  of  StJOO*")  for  the 
educadbn  of  tlie  adult  bUiVd  in  theiij 
home.s;  /Adversely  on  the  wffr'to  raise, 
the  schooi.  age.  •from  14  to  16.  and  od 
three  biHs  petitioned  for  by  organized! 
lahor  to  reduce  the  maximum  weekly^ 
hours  "of  labor  for  minors  and  women' 
from  54  to  4-S.  \       .^  •^ 


Bos-tTow.  W\a.ss.,  QLct/e-rtuae'r. 


FA^yOR  BILL  FOR  HOME  l\^ 
\  EDUCATION  OF  BLIND 

In  executive  session,  the  f^^lMn W4!lte 
on  Social  Welfare  voted  to  report  the 
bill  offered  by  State  Commissioner  of 
Education  David  Snedden  providing: 
that  the  State  shall  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $6000  for  the  education 
of  the  adult  blind  in  their  homes,  the 
instruction  to  be  given  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  State  Commission  for 
the  Blind. 

Leave  to  withdraw  was  voted  on 
the  followin.?  bills:  Rep.  Charles  H. 
Morrill's  bill  which  would  raise  the 
minimum  age  limit  of  minors  allowed 
to  work  from  14  to  16,  which  bill  was 
heard  yesterday,  and  three  bills  of- 
fered by  the  Women's  Trade  Union 
League,  Massachusets  State  Branch 
of  the  A.  M.  of  L.,  and  Sen.  Edward 
F.  McLaughlin,  all  of  which  would 
reduce  the  maximum  hours  of  work 
in  a  week  for  minors  and  women  from 
54  hours  to  48  hours. 


14  o  vJe^UL  ,  "VYVa^ss.,    Co-uu-r  ceiT    CwiTu 


i.evv 


Educate  Adult  Efjind. 

Members  of  the  committee  on  social 
■welfare  voted  this  afternoon  to  report 
the  bill  offered  by  David  Snedden  pro- 
viding that  the  state  shg>l\  expend  not 
more  than  $600.0  for  thel  Education  of 
the  adult  blind  in  their  hoftnes,  the  in- 
struction to  be  given  unofer  t^©  *lirec^ 
tion  of  the  state  commissk^irfff  fol  the 
blind.  The  committee  vfl<|d  to  r*)ort 
adversely  on  the  bills  to  rMse  the  Ain- 
imum  age  limit  of  minors  allowed  to 
work  from  14  to  16  years  and  to  reduce 
the  maximum  hours  of  work  for  minors 
ftlid  women  from  54  to  48  hours  a  week. 


yi^vxJ  BedLU-^o^.  Vna.'=>s.."yy\e^o\jLvx/>, 


Tn.a^-r-oi^   1^-   1^  Ko- 


to EDUCATE  ADUI/r  BM 


jW. 


Bill  Repoi'ted  to  Have  State  Expend 
$6000  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Blind  in  Their  Homes.  ^^ 

Boston,  March  15. — Menibers  »f  the 
committee  on  social  welfare  voted  this 
afternoon  to  report  the  bill  offered  by 
David  Snedden  providing  that  the 
state  shall  expend  not  more  than  $6000 
for  the  education  of  the  adult  blind 
in  their  homes,  the  instruction  to  be 
given  under  the  direction  of  the  state 
commission  of  blind.  The  committee 
voted  to  report  adversely  on  the  bills 
to  raise  the  minimum  age  limit  of  mi- 
nors allowed  to  work  from  fourteen 
to  sixteen  years  and  to  reduce  the 
maximum  hours  of  work  for  minors 
and  women  from  fifty-four  to  forty- 
eight  hours  a  week. 


^ 


il 


SostrbYu-,  "WtauS^.,  Gilobe^. 


TVla.r'c  k^  l(g>   i^ib- 


Social  Welfare  — Bill  to 'authorize  a 
small  gratuity,  not  exceeding  $1  a  month, 
or  $2  in  exceptional  cases,  to  State 
Prison  inmates  for  the  benefit  of  the 
prisoner's  family  or  of  the  prisoner  per- 
sonally, payable  from  the  prison  indus- 
tries fund  into  which  prisoners'  earnings 
are  paid;  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition 
for  further  regulation  of  the  emplojTnent 
of  minors  in  theatrical  performances;  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  instruction  of 
the  adult  blind  at  their  homes,  permit- 
ting the  Commission  for  the  EUJJBtd  au- 
thority to  provide  for  such  instruction, 
requiring  the,  commission  to  include 
this  subject  in  its  annual  estimates  and 
carrying  appropriation  of  WCO  for  the 
current  year. 


lA/or-c^c^r^.^.  YY] 


a>.S3« 


Je.b 


r- d^w\^. 


m  CARLSON  SENT  TO 
TEWKSBURY  HOSPITAL 


Axel  Carlson,  9  Kosta  street,  who 
was  admitted  to  the  Massachusetts 
general  hospital,  Boston,  two  weeks 
ag-o,  suffering  from  a  tumor  in  the 
head,  has  been  removed  to  the  state 
hospital  at  Tewksbury. 

Mrs.  Carlson  said  yesterday  the  au- 
jthorities  at  the  hospital  informed  her 
that  the  condition  of  her  husband  is 
critical. 

Mr.  Carlson  was  a  chauiTeur  for  An- 
derson Bros.,  26  Ekman  street.  He  had 
been  a  teamster  for  F.  O.  Arnold.  He 
began  to  feel  pains  in  his  head  two 
years  ago  and,  although  he  received 
treatment  from  many  doctors,  the  pain 
remained.  He  suffered  much  and  the 
result  was  he  became  blind. 

Mr.  Carlson  a  year  ago  entered  the 
school  for  th£blindin  Cambridge.  He 
"was  a  familiar  fl^'UPH'llP'li^uinsigamond, 
being  accompanied  by  his  wife  or  some 
friend  to  guide  him.  Mr.  Carlson  en- 
tered the  school  to  learn  a  trade,  so  he 
could  help  his  wife  and  child,  as  he  sai-i 
he  did  not  want  to  be  a  burden  to  his 
wife.  Mr.  Carlson  would  have  grad- 
uated with  high  honors  from  the  school 
Saturday  if  he  had  not  been  stricken. 

Mrs.  Carlson  said  yesterday  she  does 
not  understand  why  her  husband  was 
removed  from  the  Massachusetts  gen- 
eral hospital,  but  thought  it  might  be 
because  her  husband's  condition  -n'^" 
growing  worse  every  day  and  that  as 
his  case  is  regarded  as  one  that  may 
be  of  long  duration  It  was  for  the  best 
to  have  him  removed  to  the  state  in- 
stitution. 

Mrs.  Carlson  will  visit  her  husband 
today.  She  spoke  highly  of  the  hospital 
authorities,  saying  they  have  kept  her 
informed  of  her  husband's  condition 
nearly   every  day    the   past  two   weeks- 


Ijv/^vv\^    Wax-s^.  .  YVe.\xj-s 


VVV  a.-r  ok,%ii-i3_Lk^ 


PENJONSTO 

Legislative     Committee     on 

Social  Welfare  Rejects 

Jackson's  BilL 


state  House,  March  21. — The  legris- 

lative  committee  on  social  welfare  yes- 
terday reported  in  the  senate  against 
Senator  Jockson's  bill  providing  for 
pensions  for  the  needy  blinds 


S  kruvuf^j^ueUcL^.;jyyUauSS>,    l/C-yyuo 


I^PP^Bf'^RE  BLIND   A   CHANCE; 

jKportuaity  to  Eari^^vinp:,  Not  State' 
Aid,  Is  What  They  Want. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Union. 

Sir:  ffaving  read  the  article  headed 
"Wor\s  for  the  'siind  Is  Mismanaged," 
I  would  suggest  as  a  possible  remedy  the 
co-operation  of  the  people  by  giving  the 
blind  any  work  they  may  want  done 
that  blind  people  are  able  to  do. 

I  have  known  J.  N.  Marble,  whose 
statements  are  the  basis  of  the  article, 
in  a  business  way  for  the  last  six  or 
seven  years  and  can  say  that  he  is  a 
first-class  piano  tuner,  employed  as  a 
spare  tuner  by  several  of  the  leading 
piano  stores  of  this  city,  also  by  a  lim- 
ited number  of  individuals  who  know  of 
his  ability  as  a  tuner. 

There  are  other  blind  people  in  our 
city  just  as  capable  in  their  particular 
line  a.s  IMr.  Marble  is  in  his,  and  I  feol 
quite  sure  that  anyone  wishing  to  get  in 
touch    with    a    blind    person    to    do    such 


■work  as  chair  caning,  remaking  mat- 
tresses or  repairing  veranda  chairs,  could 
do  so  by  telephoning  or  sending  a  post- 
card to  Mr.  Marble  at  his  home,  1069 
State  Street. 

Give  the  blind  a  chance  to  earn  a  liv- 
ing. That  is  what  they  want,  not  State 
aid.  after  thej^  have  become  capable  of 
doing  satisfactory  work  in  some  particu' 
lar  line.  Everybody  help:  it  will  cost  no 
more  to  have  the  work  done  by  the  blind. 
SUBSCRIBER. 

Springfield,    March   22.    lyit;. 


Vayll  Ti<,\r^-r,   >VLa,s.^.,  ^e-urs- 


TVLcL^ok,  X3.  i^lb 


['  Social  Welfare — Leave  to  withdraw, 
petition  of  George  F.  A.  McDougall 
for  pension  system  for  widows  and 
dependents  of  firemen  and  policemen; 
leave  to  withdraw,  petition  of  George 
H.  Jackson,  that  pension^  be  provided 
for  the  needy  blind.  R^JWiiWStives 
Brennan  ant^MfliybiiMlN^issent;  leave  to 
withdraw,  petition  of  Frank  F.  Morse 
for  re-submitting  to  voters  act  rela- 
tive to  pensioning  of  laborers  em- 
ployed by  cities  and  towns.  Repre- 
sentatives Brennan   and  Gillis  dissent. 


F^l/l  Tluv-e.-r,  "KKla^ss..  Glojoe^ 


f  WOMAN'S    CLUB    NOTES.fT' 

Momja^  at  4:15.  the  Civic  depart- 
jpa^fTorthe  Woman's  club  will  hold  an 
important  business  meeting  at  the  club 
house.  Lucy  Wright  of  Boston,  su- 
perintendent of  Training  for  the  Blind 
of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  will 
talk   on  "Work  for  the  !^ind." 

Mrs.  George  L.  Richarcls  WUb  hostess 
at  the  club  house  yesterday  at  the  reg- 
ular weekly  tea. 


S  [^v>^w^irueLoL  >   yv^auss.^   IXv^^u 


o  -vv^  . 


YVta-v-oU^  5UT^    l^i(o. 


HKI^PING  THf:  BLIN1>. 


/ 


Says  H   Good  Word  for  Siisf 
"ss   Piano  Tuner. 

To    the    Editor   of  The    Union. 

Sir:  I  noticed  a  letter  in  the  P^orura 
the  otho.r  day  which  referred  to  some 
previous  article  1  did  not  see,  and 
mentioning  Mr.  Marble,  the  blind 
piano  tuner  of  this  city.  The  letter 
was  in  relation  to  helping  the  blind 
of   the    city  to   earn    their    own   living. 

Alay  T  be  permitted  to  say  that  Mr. 
Marble  has  tuned  our  piano,  a  new 
one  when  he  first  came  to  us,  for 
more  than  17  years.  His  work  has 
always  been  satisfactory  and  f  am 
sure  that  anyone  who  will  employ 
him  in  the  capacity  of  piano  tuner 
will    not    chang-e. 

It  is  wonderful  to  be  able  to  do 
such  exacting,  delicate  work  when  one 
i.<?  deprived  of  one's  sisht.  It  should 
be  our  pleasiare  as  well  as  our  duty 
to  do  what  we  can  \  j  aid  those  that 
cannot  see.  Many  of  us  who  now 
are  independent  would  be  entirely 
without  resource  if  <5ud('.enly  deprived 
Of  sight. 

Mr.  Marble's  per,«r-.ality  is  one  that 
never  fails  to  in\,x-ess  whoever  he 
may  come  in  cor,£act  with,  and  his 
cheeriness  and  helpful  suggestions 
are  appreciated  by  all  his  friends  and 
acquaintances,  and  it  would  be  a 
pleasure  to  me  to  feel  that  a  few 
Wrx^rds  of  mine  had  gained  him  some 
new  patrons. 

1:D1TH     GATEIS     AtiNOLD. 

Springfield   March   25.    19X6. 


Bostov^^.  WVaos^..  Tteco-v-gL. 


'  Senator  Geo.  H.  Jackson  moved  sub-' 
stitution  of  a  bill  to  provide  for  pen- 
sioning the  needy  blind.  „Jftii,«»fi  ad- 
verse committee  report.  The  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind,  the  Senator  said, 
is  organized  solely  to  keep  its  mem- 
bers and  dependents  in  office.  The 
best  place  for  a  blind  person  is  in 
the  home  of  his  relatives  and  it  Is 
cheaper  for  the  State  to  pay  pensions 
than  to  care  for  the  blind  under  the 
present  system. 


Fa^UL  T?'v. 


V€.-r.    VVla-ss. ,    y\e,u>S. 


TALKS  i  li' 
FOilUJi 


MISS    LUCY    WRIGHT    SPEAKS    BE 

FORE    CIVICS    DEPARTMENT 

OF  WOMAN'S  CLUB. 


What  Is  B9.ing  Done  by  the  State  Corn- 
mission — Five  General  Lines — Better 
Yard  Campaign  Planned  For  Sun*.  • 
mer   by   Local    Organization. 


"AVork  for  the  Blind,"  was  the  sub- 
ject of  an  address  before  the  Civics 
de<partmcnt  of  the  Woman's  Club, 
Monday  afternoon,  by  Miss  Laicy 
Wrig^lat,  general  superintendent  of  llie 
jiMassa-chusetts  Commission  for  the 
I  Blind.  I-Tiss  Wright  was  introduced  by 
'Mrs.  Philip  E.  Tripp,  chairman  of  the 
department.  The  substance  of  her  ad- 
dress follows: 

The  people,  as  a  whole,  understand 
the  position,  the  conditions,  and  the 
methods  of  relieving  the  blind  in  but 
a  .vniperficlal  manner.  The  principal 
caus?^  of  this  ignorance  is  probably 
bt'carisf:*  it  is  not  brought  home,  as  it 
wei'e,  to  the  average  person,  because 
the  percc-niage  of  blind  people  in  Mas- 
sachn-'^eLts  is  one  to  every  thousand 
in  the  population.  Before  the  condi- 
tions of  our  blind  can  be  improved 
and  bettered,  as  ihey  should  be,  it  is 
necessary  for  the  average  person,  tlie 
public,  the  neighbors,  to  understand 
and  be  thoroughly  aware  of  the  entire 
gitualion.  For  when  we  come  righ; 
down  fu  matters  it  is  not  the  State  or 
the  municipality,  or  the  efforts  of  a 
tKjciety.  that  are  going  to  count  for 
t;o  much  in  bettering     the     conditions. 


it  \b  the  help,  the  undersrtandmgr,--t^ 
caorts  of  the  family  and  the  neigh- 
bors that  will  a«omp!isli  the  end.  But 
it  is  the  State  and  other  such  orgam- 
e:. lions  that  ^Hi  direct,  and  educite, 
and   help  along  this   Tvork. 

There  never  was  a  better  year  than 
the  past  lor  the  blind.  Effort  in  their 
behalf  has  increased,  and  oppoituni- 
tios.  hitherto  overlooked  or  unthought 
of.  have  opened  for  them.  This  is  in 
preat  i»art  due  to  the  terrible  war  in 
Kurcpe.  increasing  tremendously,  as 
It  has  and  will,  the  percentage  of  blind 
in  the  v.arring  countries.  From  the 
accounts  that  we  have  received  in  this 
couniry,  the  work  being  done  for  the 
blind  over  there  is  truly  remarkable, 
almost  miraculous.  In  England  the 
man  who  is  proving  to  be  a  m.ost 
wonderful  leader  in  this  work,  Mr. 
Pearson,  formerly  connected  with 
Pearson's  mag-azine.  is  blind  himself, 
and  has  been  for  a  long  time.  Through 
the  efforts  of  him  and  others  of  his 
like  in  the  various  countries,  the  blind 
are  finding  places  where  they  never 
did   beforer  especially    in   industry. 

The  commission  sends  around  five 
teachers,  who  are  themselves  blind, 
and  they  go  into  the  homes  of  the 
sightless  and  teach  them  what  it  is 
recessary-  that  they  should  know  if 
they  are  to  have  anything  like  an  even 
chance  in  *  life.  And  it  is  through 
them  that  we  can  gain  an  insight  in- 
to the  life,  the  desires,  the  characters 
of  those  who  have  lost  their  sight.  As 
one  blind  negro  '■mammy"  told  one  of 
the  teachers,  the  blind  want  a  chance 
to  speak  up  as  "pert"  as  anybody. 
And  w^hat  they  need  to  enable  them 
tc  do  so  is  attention  of  the  right  kind. 
to  dispel  the  tragedy  of  neglect  which 
has  been  the  doom  of  so  many  of 
them,  to  give  them  an  even  chance 
ir  life.  Those  so  guided  have  proved 
that  they  are  capable  of  supporting 
themselves  in  the  main,  and  many  of 
them  have  made  brilliant  successes. 
Education  and  direction  mean  self- 
support.  They  can  then  compete  in 
many  fields,  and  espeoiallj""  in  those 
demanding  concentration,  for  their 
condition  has  made  the.n  particularly 
ablo  in  this  respect.  We  have  exam- 
ples in  our  business  life,  and  in  the 
profession  of  law.  And  then  there  are 
men  Avho  have  become  blind  in  mid- 
dle life  or  thereabouts  and  who  ha.ve 
continued  to  transact  their  business  or 
piofession  in  a  highly  efficient  man- 
ner.    .  -^ 

Their  other  senre^  are  sharpened  to 
a  remarkable  degree,  arid  it  is  truly  a 
revelation    to   observe   the   manner      in 


which  this  Increased  acuteness  of  the 
remaining  senses  makes  up  for  the 
misHing-  one.  As  the  main  character 
in  "The  Best  of  a  Bad  Job,"  a  short 
story  by  Norman  Duncan,  says:  "If  a 
man  loses  his  eyesight,  then  he  has 
his  ears;  and  if  he  loses  his  hearing, 
then  he  has  his  nose.  He  is  bound  to  , 
pet  along-  anyway."  But  this  is  not 
appreciated  by  the  public.  If  they 
only  knew  what  the  blind  could  do, 
how  much  better  matters  would  be. 
Almost  anything  would  be  possible. 

Massachusetts  was  the  first  state  to 
institute  a  commission  for  the  blind. 
It  has  now  been  in  existence  nine 
years.  In  that  nine  years  the  resour- 
ces established  for  the  blind,  center- 
ing around  Boston,  have  increased  and 
Widened  their  scope  in  a  remarkable 
way,  and  they  are  increasing  and 
spreading  faster  than  ever.  The  home 
teaching  department  is  15  years  old, 
|the  school  18  years  old.  Then  there  is 
jthe  cooking  school,  the  club  for  boys, 
the  nursery  for  blind  babies,  the  in- 
:dustrial  work -shops  in  Cambridge, 
land  the  extension  work  in  various 
[cities  of  the  State.  You  have  an  ex- 
sample  of  the  last  here  In  the  shop  in 
Fall  River.  These  are  all  open  to  the 
blind  of  the  State,  but  while  they  fur- 
'nish  the  education  and  the  direction, 
it  is,  as  I  said  before,  the  neighbors 
and  families  who  will  ultimately  decidt^ 
the  fate  of  the  blind,  for  it  is  to  them 
jthat  the  unfortunates  return.  The 
;state  institutions  are  a  v/onderful 
background,  but  that  is  really  all  they 
■are;  it  is  the  public  Who  will  accam- 
jplish,  or  fail  to  accomplish,  the  real 
good. 

The  commission  conducts  defective 
eyesight  classes  in  connection  with  tive 
public  school  work,  and  it  is  very 
gratifying  to  note  that  as  a  direct  re- 
sult of  this  work,  and  other  parallel 
[movements,  the  percentage  of  need- 
lessly blind  hae  been  reduced  from  ten 
per  cent,  to  less  than  a  fraction  of 
one  per  cent. 

The  work  of  the  commission  can  t>e 
i split  into  tive  general  lines,  preven- 
jtion  of  blindness,  education,  employ- 
ment, recreation  and  relief.  We  have 
preventive  classes  in  Springfield,  Cam- 
bridge and  Boston,  and  four  other 
[cities  are  considering  them.  We  place 
[those  in  competition  who  are  capable 
tin  a  particular  way.  Sometimes  it  ia 
Inecessary  to  subsidize  them.  Some- 
1  times  it  is  necessary  to  aid  them  in 
other  ways,  and  here  is  where  the  pub- 
lic can  help.  Our  arrangements  for 
'education  and   recreation  are  both   ac- 


cgmplii^hhis  the  desired  end,  but  it  la 
the  question  of  relief  which  is  the  hard 
one  to  settle.  The  pension  bill  is  still 
before  the  leg-islature,  but  we  do  not 
believe  that  pensions  will  fill  the  gap. 
Something  else  is  needed,  local  in- 
terest, better  planning,  extension  of 
the  work,  and  so  on.  And  this  is  In 
greater  part  up  to  the  public. 

Before  Miss  Wright's  address  the 
civics  department  held  a  business 
meeting.  Mrs.  Philip  E.  Tripp  presid- 
ing. The  minutes  of  the  pre\"ious 
meeting  were  read  and  approved,  and 
Mrs.  James  N.  BufRnton  reported  on 
what  has  been  done  in  connection 
with  the  campaign  for  securing  8^ 
welfare  worker.  It  was  also  voted  tc 
co-operate  with  the  Chamber  ol 
Commerce  and  the  Settlement  House 
in  the  Better  Yard  campaign  of  the 
coming  summer.  In  this  campaig'i 
prizes  will  be  awarded  for  the  most 
improved  j'ard,  and  in  the  autumn  a 
flower  show  will  be  held.  Mi.ss  Marion 
Thomas  and  Mrs.  George  Comstock 
were  appointed  as  representatives  of 
the   department. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Wilcox  told  of  a  talk 
she  had  had  with  F.  J.  Runnels  about 
the  Worcester  playground  equipment 
A  communication  was  read  from  the 
state  department  of  health  regarding 
the  bill  on  milk.  It  was  voted  to  leave 
it  to  the  legislative  committee  with 
full  power  to  act.  A  communication 
from  the  Forestrj'  Association  waq 
read,  announcing  the  offer  of  a  hand- 
book for  each  new  member.  The  meet- 
ing of  the  Biennial  Federation  of 
"Women's  clubs  was  announced  as 
taking  place  in  New  York  from  May 
23   to  June   3. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Civics  de- 
partment will  be  the  annual,  when 
names  will  be  presented  for  officered 
for  the  coming  year.  T'.ie  following 
nominating  committee  was  appoint- 
ed: Miss  Mary  Shove,  Mrs.  Richard.^, 
Miss  Frances  Brennan  and  Mrs 
A.    "C'ilcox. 


Bostovu,    yvtaoss.,    &lob€^. 
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'  T\''ays  and  Means— Ought  to  pass'  dtl' 
bill  to  add  Readln,^  to  the  North  Metro- 
politan sewerage  district;  on  the  bill  for 
aiding  persons  with  seriously  defective 
eyesight;  on  bill  to  authorize  State  for- 
ester to  take,  sell  and  exchange  land; 
also  making  appropriations  for  acquisi- 
tion of  land  and  reforestation  by  the 
Forest  Commission;  also  foi   instruction 

of  adult  bUrid,„aX.j-)i I'll'  inn  reimbursing 

Ayer,  Shirley  and  West  Boylston  for  the 
support  of  a  superintendent  of  schools; 
for  the  acquisition  and  maintenance  of 
aeroplanes  by  the  Militia;  on  the  resolve 
for  consolidation  and  arrangement  of 
the  general  laws  of  the  Commonwealth; 
on  the  bill  for  statement  at  the  date  of 
expiration  of  the  commissions  ,of  notaries 
public,  justices  of  the  peace'and  special 
commissioners;  and.  on  the  bill  for  com- 
pensation of  State  wnployeff  while  In 
service  in  Militia, 


A  bill  for  pensioning  needy  hliMfX  was 
substituted  for  an  adverse  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Social  Welfare  by  a 
standing  vote,  15  to  8. 

Senator  Jackson  of  Lynn  criticised 
the  State  Commission  as  "not  doing 
justice  to  the  blind  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth" and  declaring  their  "sole 
purpose  seemed  to  be  to  cpntinue  them- 
,selves  in  office." 
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JACKSON  SCORES 
BLIND  COMMISSION 

WhilS'  tW'Wll  providing  for  the 
pension  of  the  needy  blind  was  undVr 
disciWi^^yi^  before  the  State  Senate 
of  Massachusetts  yesterday.  P^n- 
ator  George  H.  Jackson  criti  0  I 
the  State  Commission  for  the  L^ve 
of. the  Blind,  declaring  the  "com- 
mission is  not  doing  justice  to  the 
blind  people  of  the  state."  and  that 
the  sole  purpose  of  the  commission 
"seemed  to  be  to  continue  in  office." 

The  bill  was  substituted  for  an 
adverse  report  by  the  Committee  on 
Social  Welfare,  by  a  vote  of  15  to  8. 


ha.lt    Ry.vA^^,   yVUa^s  s  . .  GcLo  b 
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FOR  THE  BLIND. 


There  was  a  meeting  of  the      Civic 
Department  of  the  Woman's  Club  held 
yesterday  afternoon  in  the  house  with 
Mrs.  Philip  E.  Tripp  presiding  over  the 
business   session.   Mrs.   James  N.  Buf- 
finton    read    the    t'eport    of    the    Social 
Welfare   Workers.    The    club   members 
were  asked  to     co-operate     with     the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Settlement 
Houses  in  a  Yard  Cleaning  Campaign. 
Prizes  will  be  offered  for  the  best  yard 
and  there  will  be  a  flower  show  in  the 
fall.    Mrs.   George    Comstock  and   Miss 
Marion  Thomas  were  appointed  as     a 
committee   to   represent   the   Civic   de- 
partment. Mrs.  R.  A.  Wilcox  gave  thej 
playground   report.    She   said   that  she ! 
had  been  discussing  playground  appar- 
atus  with    Mr.      Runnell     who     highly 
praised  the  equipment  of  the  Worces-  I 
ter   playgrounds    but   thought   that   the  | 
local    industrial    school    was    not   suffi- 
ciently   equipped    to    supply    such    ap- 
paratus.    The     State     Department     of 
Health  have  a  bill  on  milk  which  they 
have  endorsed  and  the  legislative  com- 
mittee was   given  full     power     to  act.  i 
Mrs.   Tripp   announced   that  the  Bien- 1 
niel   Federation      of     Woman's      Club.s 
would   be   held   in   New   York,   May   23; 
to   June   3,   and   it  was   hoped   a"  large  i 
number   of   local    club    members    could ! 
attend.  A  plea  for  larger  membership' 
was     read     from     the     Massachusetts] 
Forestry  Association. 

The  speaker  of  the  afternoon  was 
Lucy  Wright  of  Boston,  a  member  of 
the  state  commission  for  the  blind  and 
her  talk  was  on  "Work  for  the  Blind  " 
Miss  Wright  was  introduced  by  Mrs.' 
Tripp  and  spoke  as  follows: 


"In  the  present  war  thousands  of 
soldiers  are  being  blinded  and  the 
whole  situation  makes  us  think  of  the 
problem  in  a  broader  way.  The  plea 
for  blind  in  industry  has  become  a 
world  plea  and  we  are  beset  with 
questions  from  many  countries  as  to 
how  we  care  for  our  blind.  Mr.  Pear- 
son, editor  of  Pearson's  Magazine  and 
himself  blind  has  done  a  great  deal  in 
England  to  awaken  interest  in  work 
for  the  blind.  The  Canadian  govern- 
ment are  trying  to  find  means  of  em- 
ploying the  soldiers  who  are  returning 
blind. 

In  Massachusetts  there  is  one  blind 
person  to  every  thousand  so  we  are 
not  apt  to  think  of  the  problem  very 
specifically  unless  it  is  called  to  our 
attention.  In  the  first  place,  blind  peo- 
ple like  to  be  treated  as  if  they  had 
sight.  They  want  to  have  a  fair  share 
in  the  world's  joys  only  it  is  harder  for 
them  to  get  it.  They  want  to  com- 
pete, not  with  other  blind  but  with 
sighted  people.  It  is  much  easier  for 
blind  people  to  compete  in  intellectual 
lines.  Blind  people  first  of  all  have  to 
learn  to  trust  their  other  senses: 
Touch,  smell,  hearing. 

There  is  much  being  done  in  this 
state  for  the  blind,  but  much  more 
could  be  done.  This  is  the  first  state 
1  to  have  a  commission  for  the  blind. 
There  are  subsidized  shops  in  many 
cities  supported  by  the  state  such  as 
the  one  in  Fall  River.  But  it  is  up  to 
the  purchasing  public  to  see  that  the 
work  of  the  blind  is  purchased.  'Work 
is  being  done  among  the  blind  by  home 
teachers,  who  are  themselves  blind,  by 
jthe  school  which  has  been  established 
for  a  long  period  of  time,  in  the  nurs- 
ery for  blind  babies,  in  the  salesroom 
in  Boston,  and  in  the  industrial  school. 

There  is  also  a  movement  to  help 
those  who  have  defective  eyesight  and 
special  classes  are  formed  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  work  of  the  commission 
with  prevention  of  blindness,  educa- 
tion, employment,  recreation  and  re- 
lief. Since  the  nine  years  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  commission  the  earning 
capacity  of  the  blind  has  been  in- 
creased from  .$8000  to  $50,000  but  there 
is  no  limit  to  the  progress.  There  is 
now  a  bill  pending  for  pensions  for 
the  blind  but  the  commission  does  not 
sanction  it.  It  would  rather  have  ex- 
tension of  work  and  private  relief." 

The  next  meeting  will  be  the  annual 
meeting  and  the  nominating  commit- 
tee will  report.  The  committee  as 
appointed  by  the  chair  comprises  Miss 
Mary  Shove,  Mrs.  G.  B.  Richards,  Miss 
Frances   Brown   and    Mrs.    R.   A.    Wil- 


SerLJBckson  Scores  Commis- 
sion— Urges  Pensions  for 
tiie  Sightless. 


state     House,     March     28. — SenatoiT 

George  H.  Jackson,  of  L#ynn,  yesterday 
led  a  successful  fight  in  the  senate  for 
the  substitution  for  an  adverse  com- 
mittee report  of  a  bill  providing  for 
pensioning  the  needy  blind. 

Senator  Jackson  deflimatf  that  tha 
commission  for  the  blind  Is  organized 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  ita 
members  and  dependants  in  oitice  andi 
that  the  best  place  for  a  blind  person 
is  in  the  home  of  his  relatives  and  if 
is  cheaper  for  the  state  to  pay  pen- 
sions than  to  care  for  the  blind  under 
the  present  system. 

The  senate  substituted  the  bill  by  a 
rising  vote  of  15   to  8. 


Bill    to    Pension    Needy    Blind 

SenaTor  Geo.  H.  Jackson  moved  sub- 
stitution of  a  bill  to  provide  for  pen- 
sioning- the  needy  blind  for  an  ad- 
verse committee  report.  The  Commis-, 
sion  for  the  Blind,  the  Senator  said,, 
is  organized  solely  to  keep  its  mem- 
bers and  dependents  in  office.  The 
best  place  for  a  blind  person  is  in 
the  home  of  his  relatives  and  it  is 
cheaper  for  the  State  to  pay  pensions 
than  to  care  for  the  blind  under  the 
present  system. 

The  colonization  scheme  favored  by 
the  Commission  for  the  Blind  Avas  in- 
tended to  sidetrack  tffi^PWfiftn  plan, 
it  was  declared  by  the  advocates  of 
'substitution.  Substitution  prevailed 
by  a  rising  vote,  15  to  8. 
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SAYS  BILL  WILL  PAS! 
FOR  PENSIONING  BLINI 

Henry  LunoNotes  Its  Acceptanci 

on  Part  of  Senate  and  He 

Predicts  Final  Victory 


Henry  Lund.  432  Harding  street,  whc 
has  been  aiding  blind  people  in  snd  around 
Worcester  in  their  tight  for  the  passage 
of  a  bill  .to  secure  pensious,  is  confident 
that  this  bill  will  pass  the  legislature. 

The  pension  bill  came  before  the  sen- 
ate Monday,  to  be  accepted  by  that  body 
as  being  an  adverse  report  of  the  social 
welfare  committee.  After  much  debating 
the  senate  accepted  the  pension  bill.  An- 
other bill  was  considered  at  the  same 
time,  which  was  presented  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts commission  for  the  blind,  for 
maintaining   a    colony    for   blind    people. 

Bert  Hickey.  G99  Benington  street.  East 
Boston,  a  friend  and  classmate  ^»f  Mr. 
Lund  at  the  Perkins  institute,  was  the 
leader  in  the  campaign  conducted  by  blind 
persons  of  Massachusetts  for  the  passage 
of  the  pension  bill  over  that  of  the  com- 
mission's for  a  colony: 

To  The  Telegram,  yesterday.  Mr.  Lund 
stated  that  he  wanted  all  blind  persons 
in  and  around  Worcester,  who  have  lived 
in  Massachusetts  five  years  or  more,  to 
Write  him  at  432  Harding  street.  Mr,  Lund 
is  handling  the  figlit  for  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill  for  blind  people  in  Worcester, 
and  he  says  that  it  is  important  afflicted 
persons  or  their  friends  writing  for  them 
send   their   names  and  addresses   to   him. 

In  the  event  of  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
Massachusetts  will  pay  to  afflicted  per- 
sons that  have  lived  in  Massachusetts  five 
years  or  more,  $150  a  year  if  their  an- 
nual earnings  are   less   than  $300. 

The  other  bill  presented  by  commission 
for  the  blind  was  for  the  establishing  of 
a  colony  for  blind  people.  All  afflicted 
people  that  Mr.  Lund  could  ^ret  in  touch 
with  in  and  around  Worcester  wpre  much 
against   the    passage    of    this    bill. 


When  Mr.  Ivimd  grrts  the  name's  and  ad- 
drpssfs  of  all  blind  persons  eliprihl^  to 
pensions  he  will  mall  it  to  Senator  W.  A. 
L.  Bazeley.  who  is  a  member  of  the  ways 
and  moans  rommittee.  and  urs:e  him  to  help 
them  out.  Other  blind  people  throtighout 
Massachusetts  likewise  will  get  up  peti- 
tions in  their  distriots,  and  in  this  way, 
they  believe,  their  needs  will  be  placed 
before  the  ways  and  means  committee. 
In  such  a  way  that  it  will  see  fit  to  act 
favorably   upon   the  pension   act. 

Mr.  Lund  is  strongly  In  favor  of  an  or- 
ganization for  blind  people  where  they 
can  meet  and  discuss  matters  that  in- 
terest them.  Such  an  organization  is  pend- 
ing. Alfonzo  Fyrberg.  ol  Kingsbury  street, 
has  taken  the  initiative  in  organizing  the 
blind  people.  According  to  Mr.  Lund,  if 
tSere  was  such  an  organization  for  blind 
people,  a  subject  like  the  pension  bill 
could  be  more  easily  discussed  and  con- 
certed action  taken. 

Mr.  Lund  last  night  said  that  if  the 
pension  bill  is  passed,  he  is  certain  the 
Massachusetts  legislature  will  have  acted 
upon  one  of  its  best  measures  for  caring 
for   afflicted    people.    He   said : — 

'"Not  only  in  Worcester,  but  throughout 
Massachusetts  as  well,  many  blind  people 
cannot  earn  $300  a  year.  Their  affliction 
has  brought  them  much  hardship  and  in 
many  cases  privation.  With  the  pension 
bill  enacted.  Massachusetts  will^  be  do- 
ing a  humanitarian  deed,  and  instead  of 
tending  to  pauperize  these  afflicted  people, 
will  be  helping  them  to  overcome  their 
affliction    partly.''  BMt— ^^— ^ 
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BILLS  SIGNED 

BY  GOVERN" 

rSpecial    Dispatch    to    THE 

STATE  HOUSE.  Bos 
Among  the  bills  of  general  interest 
signed  by  Gov  McCall  last  week  are 
the     following: 

Reducing  the  waiting  period  under 
the  workingmen's  compensation  act 
from    14  days  to   10. 

Authorizing  and  directing  the  inet- 
ropolitan  park  commission  to  report 
as  to  the  feasibility  of  establishing 
in  the  grounds  under  it.s  conti-ol  camp- 
ing grounds  and  outdoor  camps. 


Providing:  that  blindYijdfifcJ?iay  be 
aided  in  marking  1111!!  balluL  by  any 
registered  voter  whom  he  may  des- 
ignate. 

Permitting  allegations  pf  illegal  reg- 
istration to  be  made  prior  to  a  pri- 
mary, in  the  same  manner  as  prior 
to  an   election. 

Authorizing  cities  and  tow«is  which 
establish  public  markets  to  make  rules 
and  regulations  tor  the  conduct 
thereof. 

Permitting  the  appointment  by  the 
Governor  of  a  coirimission  of  three 
persons,  to  serve  without  compensa- 
tion, to  consider  and  report  as  to  the 
advisability  of  abolishing  the  trial  jus- 
tice system. 

Exempting  annuitant  teachers  who 
are  receiving  only  $180  per  annum 
from  the  provisions  of  the  law  pro- 
hibiting pensioners  and  annuitants 
from  receiving  any  public  money  other 
that  the  pension  or  annuity. 

Requiring  the  state  board  of  con- 
ciliation and  arbitration  to  give  pub- 
lic hearings  upon  any  application  for 
a  determination  that  the  business  of 
an  employer  is  being  carried  on  in 
the  normal  and  usual  manner,  not- 
withstanding a   strike. 


Bostovu.  yVLa,ss.,    G-Lob 
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PSOUTH  BOSTON  DISTRICT 

The  social  center  for  blind  men  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Massachusetts 
Association  for  th»>r?lirul,  wiilntuwre  an 
informal  opening  Wednesday  afternoon 
at  the  new  house,  69  Thomas  park, 
Wednesday  afternoon  from  4  to  6 
o'clock.  There  will  be  an  entertainment 
and  Inspection  of  the  building. 


"Sssttim  ImisaW 


WEDNESDAY,   APRIL   12,  1916 


CLUB  FOR  BLIND  MEN  OPENS 


[Massachusetts  Association  Establishes  a 
Social  Centre  for  Theni  in  Thomas  Park 
South  Boston 


One  pull  on  an  old-fashioned  door  bell 
brought  a  tall,  middle-aged  man  to  the 
door,  and  the  visitor  was  courteously  in- 
vited to  step  inside.  "This  is  the  room 
where  the  men  will  have  their  social 
evenings,"  said  the  tall  man,  walking 
firmly  over  to  a  door  and  waving  the  visi- 
tor into  a  cosily  furnished  room  that  had 
a  new  floor,  high  studding  and  several  win- 
dows that  were  opening  on  views  of  the 
old  harbor.  He  led  the  way  across  the 
hall  into  another  room,  where  there  was 
a  checker  board  and  other  games,  and  he 
walked  up  to  the  table  and  with  deliberate 
aim  of  the  hand  picked  up  the  checkers  to 
explain  their  unusual  appearance.  With 
so  much  freedom  did  the  man  move  abO'U 
the  house,  to  exhibit  its  appointment  and 
arrangement,  that  he  hardly  betrayed  the 
fact  that  he   was  blind. 

The  house  he  was  showing  was  the  old 
French  chateau  at  the  corner  of  G  street 
and  Thomas  Park  in  South  Boston,  close 
to  the  South  Boston  High  School  on  Tel-i- 
graph  Hill.  This  has  been  purchased  by 
the  Massachusetts  Association  for  Pro- 
moting the  Interests  of  the  Blind,  and  has 
been  converted  by  renovation  into  a  social 
centre  for  blind  men.  It  is  to  be  their 
club  house.  It  has  beds  for  transients, 
and  will  serve  meals  to  them;  but  its  main 
features  are  Its  splendid  rooms  on  the  first 
floor  where  the  blind  men  from  anywhere 
may  come  and  spend  their  evenings,  as 
would  the  members  of  any  other  club.  The 
man  who  was  showing  the  house  was 
Richard  Barnard  who  has  been  appointed 
"resident"  of  the  club  and  will  live  there 
with  his  wife.  He  is  blind,  but  his  wife 
is  not;   he  is  also  a   good  musician. 

Wednesday  afternoon  the  house  was 
thrown  open  for  public  inspection.  It 
is  in  first-class  condition,  prim  and  cosy, 
and  occupies  a  con'jmanding  position  that 
will  give  the  blind  club  members  an  abund- 
ance of  fresh  air  and  their  seeing  visitors 
most  attractive  views  over  the  harbor  and 
views  over  almost  the  whole  of  South  Bos- 
ton.     There    Is    a   music    room,    a   lounging 


room,  a^gWi^'TWm,  an  assembly  parlor 
and  another  sunny  room  that  opens  into 
.the  parlor.  All  these  are  on  the  first  floor. 
On  the  next  floor  are  three  or  four  large 
bedrooms,  and  there  is  a  dark  bedroom  one 
flight  higher  and  still  another  room  up  in 
the   cupola. 

Just  how  all  these  rooms  are  are  to  be 
used  is  somewhat  problematical.  It  will 
depend  in  the  first  place  upon  how  many 
of  the  blind  men  in  the  community  decide 
to  make  use  of  the  building,  and  secondly 
how  well  they  are  able  to  develop  the 
social  features.  There  is  no  other  club 
like  it  for  blind  men  in  or  near  Boston, 
but  it  is  felt  by  those  who  have  provided 
the  building  that  the  blind  men  need  some 
social  center  of  their  own  where  they  may 
go  to  spend  the  evenings  after  their  day's 
labor,  where  they  ma,y  meet  for  social  oc- 
casions and  where  blind  visitors  from  dis- 
tanoes  may  go  to  register  for  the  night  in 
preference  to  any  of  the  hotels  whose  charges 
thej'  may  not  afford.  It  is  expected  that  they 
may  arrange  for  meetings  when  persons 
with  vision  will  come  to  read  to  them  out 
of  b£)Oks  that  have  not  been  published  in 
raised  type.  They  may  want  to  arrange 
orchestra  of  their  own  lor  which  they 
may  meet  in  this  club  house  for  rehear- 
sals, and  if  they  should  want  to  arrange 
for  a  dance  there  is  floor  space  enough  for 
such  purpose.  That  checker  board  which 
Mr.  Barnard  showed  is  constructed  for 
their  need,  with  square  checkers  on  one 
side  and  round  ones  on  the  other,  and  per- 
forated checkers  for  "kings,"  the  board  it- 
self having  depressed  squares.  There  is 
a  writing  machine  for  the  blind,  and,  of 
course,  there  will  be  a  library  and  many 
other  club  accesories. 

Club  fees  Mall  not  be  large  enough  to  pay 
high  dividends  on  the  investment,  but  they 
will  remove  the  institution  from  the  charity 
clase.  Mr.  Barnard  will  take  care  of  the 
house  with  the  help  of  his  wife.  He  knowss 
every  little  nook  in  it  already.  With  a  lens? 
poker  he  can  measure  the  height  of  the  coal 
in  the  fire  pot  of  the  boiler  and  the  crack- 
lintr  in  rhe  coal  will  inform  his  sense  ot 
hearing  when  the  fire  is  coming  up,  until 
the  brig-htness  of  it  registers  through  the 
film  that  shades  his  vision. 


SoS'tToW'   yW^^S^.,    3-rcv^>^So-r  v^lvt:^ 

T^ENSIONS  FOR  NEEDY  BLIND 


Claim  Is  Made  That  the  Proposed  System 
Would  Result  in  a  Saving  to  the  State— 
A  Few  Opponents 


Interesting  testimony  was  offered  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  bill  to  aid  the  needy  blind,  which 
provides  that  every  blind  person  more 
than  twenty  years  of  age,  who  is  not 
an  inmate  of  a  charitable  or  penal  in- 
stitution and  who  is  earning-  less  than 
$300  a  year,  shall  receive  $150  a  year 
from  the  county  in  which  "he  resides, 
providing,  however,  that  the  person  has 
been  a  resident  of  the  State  for  nve 
years. 

Senator  Jackson  of  Lynn  said  that 
there  were  about  2000  blind  persons  in 
Massachusetts  and  most  of  them  were 
compelled  to  live  in  charitable  institu- 
tions because  their  relatives  or  friends 
were  unable  financially  to  take  care  of 
them.  He  said  that  if  they  should  re- 
ceive $l.jO  a  year  they  could  find  private 
homes.  He  argued  that  the  State  was 
probably  paying  $100,000  now  for  the 
care  of  the  blind  and  that,  if  the  bill 
were  enacted,  this  amount  could  be  ma- 
terially reduced,  because  most  of  the 
blind  in  the  institutions  would  go  to 
private  homes. 

Miss  Mary  Driscoll  of  Cambridge,  who 
was  present  with  her  blind  sister,  Mar- 
garet Driscoll,  told  the  committee,  at 
the  request  of  Senator  Clifford,  that  her 
sister  Avas  happy  only  at  home  and  that 
the  family  was  finding  it  a  hard  task 
to  care  for  her.  "Nobody  will  do  for 
the  blind  as  their  relatives  will  do  for 
them,"  said  the  young  woman.  "My 
mother  and  l  have  given  up  nearly  ev- 
erything in  life  for  my  sister  and  we 
would  willingly  give  our  lives,  if  neces- 
sary, to  make  her  as  happy  as  is  pos- 
sible." 

Those  who  opposed  the  bill  were  Levi 
S.  Gould,  chairman  of  the  Middlesex 
County  commissioners;  John  I.  Bryant, 
a  county  commissioner  of  Bristol  County; 
James  H.  Devlin,  Jr.,  of  the  Boston  law 
Department,  and  William  McKeever  of 
bill  only  because  of  the  method  of  pay- 
ment. He  contended  that  the  city  or 
town  in  which  the  blind  person  has  set- 
tlement should  pay  the  expenses.  He 
3aid  that  if  the  bill  were  so  changed  he 
would  favor  it. 


THE  MASSACHUSETTS   ASSOCIATION 

FOR  PROMOTING  THE  INTERESTS  OF  THE  BL.IND 

CORDIALLY  INVITES  XOTJ  TO 

THE  OPENING  OF  A  NEW  SOCIAL   CENTER 

FOR  BLIND  MEN 

AT  69  THOMAS  PARK,  SOUTH  BOSTON 

ON  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL   TW^ELFTH,  1916 

FROM  THREE  TO  SIX 


Boe>tQw.    WLaL.ss-,  "R^eoo^r'dL- 


Q.pi.-ruU  13k   i^ib- 


By  Katherlne  Brooks 

On  a  great  height  overlooking  the 
harbor,  swept  by  the  sea  breezes, 
flooded  with  spring  sunlight,  and 
shaded,  in  their  season,  by  sur- 
rounding trees,  stands  "The  Cha- 
teau," newly  opened  social  centre 
in  South  Boston  for  blind  men  of 
Massachusetts  and  their  friends. 
The  formal  opening  took  place  yes- 
terday, when  the  "sighted"  friends 
of  the  blind  w'ere  received  for  in- 
spection of  the  houi^e  and  premises. 
The  real  opening,  when  the  house 
will  have  its  first  gathering  of  the 
sort  for  which  it  has  been  estab- 
lished, comes  today.  The  blind 
men  of  the  centre,  their  families 
and  friends,  will  have  their  house 
warming  this  evening,  and  dedicate 
the  old  building  to  its  new  purpose. 

'  "The  Chateau"  is  not  only  inter- 
esting on  account  of  the  purpose  to 
which  it  is  now  put;  it  is  attractive 
for  its  own  sake,  and  interesting 
for  its  history.  The  name  goes  back 
to  Civil  War  days,  when  the  house 
was  built  by  a  man  named  Man- 
ning, who  made  a  fortune  in'  cot- 
ton, "running  the  blockade."  and 
who  went  into  a  sort  of  voluntary 
exile  in  Normandy,  driven  out  of  his 
own      country      by      local      feeling 


against    his    enterprise.       While    in 
France   he  lived   in     a     chateau  to 
which    he    became    very    much    at- 
tached.   On  his  return  he  had  this 
house   in    South    Boston   built,    it   is 
said,     exactly     after     the     Norman 
model.     It  wa.«  called  the  "Chateau  i 
de   Manning,"   possibly    in   derision.  I 
At    any    rate,      the     place     is   well  ■ 
known    locally,   and   for   other  good 
reasons   than   its   history   alone. 

Is  Built  on  a  Terrace 

The  natural  height  of  its  location 
above  the  harbor  is  accentuated  by 
a  retaining  wall  that  lifts  the  ter- 
race and  lawn  far  above  the  street 

.level.    The  entrance  is  at  G9  Thomas 
Park,  on  the  corner  of  G  st.,  which 
runs    straight    down    to    the    water. 
The  piazza   is  as   high  above  G  st. 
as  a  three-story  window  would  be; 
and    when    you    are    actually    at    a 
three-story    window    of    the    build- ' 
ing:,    you    seem    to    be    looking    out 
upon   the  clouds.     There  are   other 
stories,     too;     for     two     successive  i 
flights   of  narrow   stairs   lead   to  a  ■ 
cupola,  large  enough  to-  be  furnished 
and  used  as  a  bedroom. 

There  is  a  delightful  back  porch, 
entered  from  one  of  the  rooms, 
where  the  breezes  blow  perpetu- 
ually,  as  on  the  deck  of  a  ship  at 
sea;  and  from  this  porch,  which  is 
equipped  with  a  Gloucester  ham- 
mock and  piazza  chairs,  you  can 
look  across  the  sparkling  blue 
waters  of  the  bay. 

"A  pity  that  this  view  is  lost 
upon  the  members,"  is  your  first 
thought;  and  so  it  is,  in  one  sense; 
bftt  the  beauty  of  the  location  is  not 
wasted  for  its  present  purpose.  In 
the  first  place,  the  .sensitive  percep- 
tions of  the  blind,  sharpened  by  the 
very  exclusion  of  one  of  their 
senses,  are  keenly  alive  to  atmos-  ^ 
phere,  and  the  things  that  go  with  , 
this  location — fresh  air,  sunshine, 
coolness  in  summer,  freshness  and 
fragrance  of  the  sea  breeze — 
all  these  are  felt  and,  enjoyed  as 
keenly  as  their  "sighted"  friends- 
could  possibly  feel  and  enjoy  them, 
perhaps  more  so.  In  the  second 
place,  the  settlement  is  not  for  blind 
men  alone,  although  established  for 
their  benefit.     Their  sighted  friends 

^will  be  associate  members,  and  will 


pjpningle    ^vith    them     for  md 

^Irecreation.  The  advantayp  ui  Hav- 
ing beauty  *of  surroundings  to  at- 
tract the  sighted  cannot  be  over- 
estimated; for  it  is  essential  that 
the  blind  should  not  fall  into  an 
isolation  that  would  set  them  apart 
from  their  fellow  creatures.  They 
have  much  to  give  and  teach  the 
sighted,  as  the  latter  have  to  give 
and  teach  to  them;  and  the  distinc- 
tion between  seeing  and  unseeing 
eyes,  that  seems  to  weigh  so  much 
out  in  the  world,  will  be  as  nearly 
as   possible   obliterated   here. 

Will  Have  Dances 

The  house  itself  has  been  reno- 
vated, new  floors  laid  for  dancs^ng, 
and  equipped  with  facilities  for 
recreation  and  comfort.  The  head  . 
resident  will  be  Richard  J.  C.  Bar- 
nard, a  young  musician,  leader  of 
the  blind  orchestra,  "The  Cosmo- 
politan Concert  Company,"  and  a 
leader  in  many  other  respects  that 
especially  lit  him  for  this  position. 
He,  with  his  wife  and  family,  will 
live  in  the  house;  but  the  other 
rooms  will  be  kept  for  the  use  of 
transients,  and  a  limit  placed  on 
the  length  of  time  that  any  one 
person  may  stay  consecutively,  at 
the  house.  This  is  to  prevent 
monopoly  on  the  part  of  a  few. 

Many  of  the  blind  are  skilled 
musicians,  and  take  pupils-  as  a 
means  of  earning  a  livelihood.  Two 
rooms  have  pianos  where  lessons^ 
may  be  given  or  practising  may  be 
done — the  assembly  room,  which 
will  be  used  for  parties;  and  a 
smaller  room  that  will  be  used  as 
music  room,  living,  gathering,  or 
dressing  room.  Furniture  has  been 
donated  by  friends,  and  will  be 
added  from  time  to  time  as  it  is 
received.  The  estate  originally  ex- 
tended to  the  water  line,  where  the 
first  owner  kept  his  yacht.  ^  Today 
the  land  includes  about  9000  feet, 
enough  ^or  a  garden,  and  a  tiny 
summer  house  of  lattice  that  is 
reached  by  a  V)rick-paved  walk. 

f  I  don't  know  what^  earthly  use 
it  is,"  said  one  of  the  workers  with 
a  laugh,  "but  perhaps  it's  Xorman." 
At  any  rate,  ut  is  another  touch  of 
quaintness  and  distinction  that 
holps  to  make  the  place  unique. 

The  retaining  wall  that  supports 


•ace   above    G  st.    is   said   to 
have  cost  originally  $30,000;   and  is 
'   strong  and  enduring  piece  of  work, 
*  extending  far  below  the  street  level. 
v^The    cost    of    the    whole    place,    in- 
cluding this  wall,  was  about  $83,000. 
Tt  had  passed  through  several  hands 
when  finally  ;iurchased  by  the  Mass. 
Assn.    for   Promoting   the    Interests 
of  the  Blind,   and  presented  to  the 
blind  of  Massachusetts. 

Near  the  Car  Line 
When  it  came  to  a  question  of 
where  such  a  recreation  centre 
should  be  located,  there  could  only 
be  one  answer — South  Boston,  where 
the  Perkins  Institution  for  the 
Blind  was  originally  located,  and 
where  the  needs,  interests  and 
habits  of  these  brave  and  patient 
people  are  so  well  understood  and 
kindly  met  by  the  residents.  The 
social  centre  is  easily  accessible 
from  the  street  cars,  only  a  block 
or  so  from  Broadway. 

It  is  aimed  to  make  this  centre 
serve  the  same  purpose  for  blind 
men  that  the  Woolson  House  in 
Cambridge  has  served  for  women. 
"We  mean  it,"  says  the  executive 
committee,  "to  be  a  place  where 
newly  blind  men  may  come  and  be 
helped  to  forget,  for  a  moment  at 
least,  that  they  are  blind.  We  mean 
It  to  b3  a  place  where  blind  and 
sighted  men  may  meet  on  the 
ground  of  common  interests  in  cur- 
rent events,  in  recreation,  in  mutual 
benefit,  in  such  a  way  that  the 
sighted  will  be  made  to  forget,  for 
the  moment,  at  least,  the  blindness 
of  the  men   they   meet   here." 

Hel«n  Keller,  Vice-President 

For  this  purpose  clubs  and  classes 
wull  be  organized,  and  as  many 
facilities  for  recreation  as  possible 
will  be  developed.  Not  the  least 
part  of  the  work  of  preparation  has 
been  the  loving  labor  of  the  blind 
and  semi-sighted,  themselves,  who 
have  been  busy  helpers  during  the 
process  of  cleaning  and  renovating 
of  the  past  few  weeks. 

The  president  of  the  Mass.  Assn. 
for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  the 
Blind  is  James  Arnold  Lowell;  the 
vice-presidents,  Helen  Keller  and 
Wm.  P.  Fowler;  the  secretary,  Ed- 
wa-rd^E.   Allen,   of  the  Perkins  -In- 


■^STOffBfff  and  the  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Mary  Morton  Kehew,  29A  Chestnut 
St.,  Boston.  Miss  Florence  W.  Birch- 
ard,  secretaA-y  of.  the  Executive 
Committer ,  has  been  active  in 
superintending  preparations  ,  for 
opening  the  house.  The  chairman 
of  the  committee  is  Samuel  F.  Hub- 
bard. 


THAT  WILL  AID  ' 
BUND  PERSONS 


S^A.1^HOUSK,  Boston.  April  13-- 
Sen^i^r  "George  H,  Jackson  appearerl 
befb«J  the  House  ways  and  mean.s 
committee  today  to  support  his  biU 
for  pensions  for  blind  persons  ove?: 
20,  receiving  less  than  $S00  a  year. 
The  bill  provides  that  pensions  shall 
be  paid  bj-  the  counties.  Miss  ]Mary 
DriscoU  of  Cambridge  whose  sister 
(Margaret  is  blind,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  Inll.  Levi  Gould,  chairman  of  the 
'Middlesex  County  commissioners  and 
others  opposed  the  measure. 


Ta^tU  T^ux/e^-r-,   TVlaLes.,  YVevO-i 


(Xj^t-'x^t    IH-..    I^IU?, 


COUNTY   SiHOULiD   NOT   PAY. 


Commirsioner 
Provision  i 
B 


Bryant       Objects       To 
n     Needy- Blind     Pension 


"h 


[Special  to  the  News.] 
State  House,  Boston,  April  14. — 
John  I.  Bryant,  county  commissioner 
of  Bristol  county,  before  the  House 
ways  and  means  committee  yesterday, 
opposed  that  portion  of  the  needy- 
blind  pension  bill  which  seeks  to  im- 
pose a  $150  contribution  from  the 
county  in  each  instance. 

Mr.  Bryant  declared  that  he  favored 
the  bill,  although  he  told  in  vigorous 
language  why  and  how  he  objected 
to  that  part  of  it  which  sought  to  pu^t 
a  portion  of  the  expense  on  the  coun- 
ty. The  city  or  town  in  which  the 
blind  person  is  settled  should  pay  the 
expenses. 

"If  the  bill  is  changed  in  that  par- 
ticular,"  he   said,   "I   shall   favor   it." 

The  measure  provides  that  any  blind 
person,  who  earns  less  than  $300  a 
vear,  shall  receive  the  extra  compen- 
sation from  the  county,  provided  he  is 
lot  an  inmate  of  a  charitable  institu - 
lion.  It  was  claimed  for  it  that  it  would 
?ave  the  State  a  great  deal  of  money, 
?or  the  ;State  is  now  paying  above 
nOO,000  a  year  for  the  care  of  the 
blind,  who  are  now  in  institutions. 


Sos-Co-rv,    YWauSS.,  Qrtobe^- 


0L|v->-Vl    IM-.   i^lk.^ 


'"    Hearing  of  Pensions  for^  Blin?!,,^^, 

Senator  George  H.  Jackson  yesterday 
advocated  before  the  Legislative  Com- 
miitee  on  AVa\s  and  Means  his  bill  pro- 
viuing  a  pension  of  $150  a  year'for  every 
blind  per:3on  in  the  Commonwealth  over 
i20  years  of  a.ze  not  having  already  an 
income  ot  over  $300  a  year.  The  pen- 
sioner must  be  a  resident  of  the  State  I 
of  Ave  vears'  standing.  Senator  Charles 
L.  Gift'jrJ  f'ovnred  the  bill.  Levi  S. 
Gould  and  John  I.  Bryant,  respectively 
County  Comm'i.sioners  of  Middlesex  and 
Br'stoi,  and  .Tames  H.  Devlin  of  the' 
Boston  Law  Department  opposed  it. 


.  -  ...  .  _.i.-ii  iMjMUL  u..jpi.iMmMiiiin.  jmmiiiuMjgMi^— W 

Social  Centre  for  the  Bl\rid, 
With  Blind  Leader, 
Opens  in  South  Boston 


On  a  gieat  height  overlooking  the 
harbor,    swept   by   the   sea   breezes, 
flooded   with   spring   sunlight,     and 
shaded,    in    their    season,  •    by   sur.- 
rounding-   trees,    stands    "The   Cha- 
teau,"   newly   opened   social   centre 
in   South   Boston   for  blind   men   of 
Massachusetts   and     their     friends. 
I  The    formal    opening    took    place 
Wednesday,    when    the    "sighted" 
UiMiillilj^  of  the  blind  were  received 
for   inspection    of    the   house    and 
premises.    The  real  opening  came 
3'esterday. 

"The  Chateau"  is  not  only  inter- 
esting on  account  of  the  purpose  to 
which  it  is  now  put;  it  is  attractive 
for  its  own  sake,  and  interesting 
for  its  history.  The  name  goes  back 
to  Civil  War  days,  when  the  house 
was  built  by  a  man  named  Man-, 
ning,  who  made  a  fortune  in  cot- 
ton, "running  the  blockade."  and 
who  went  into  a  sort  of  voluntary 
exile  in  Normandy,  driven  out  of  his 
own  country  by  local  feeling 
against  his  enterprise.  While  in 
France  he  lived  in  a  chateau  to 
which  he  became  very  much  at- 
tached. On  his  return  he  had  this 
house  in.  South  Boston  built,  it  is 
said,  exactly  after  the  Norman 
model.  It  was  called  the  "Chateau 
de  Manning,"  possibly  in  derision. 
At  any  rate,  the  place  is  well 
known  locally,  and  for  other  good 
reasons  than   its  history  alone. 

1$  Built  on  a  Terrace 

The  natural  height  of  its  location 
above  the  harbor  is  accentuated  by 
iMMJiltaining  wall  that  lifts  the  ter- 
race and  lawn  far  above  the  street 
level.  The  entrance  is  at  69  Thomas 
Park,  on  the  corner  of  G  st.,  which 


^runs  straight  down  to  the  water. 
The  piazza  is  as  higli  above  G  st. 
as  a  three-story  window  would  be; 
and  when  you  are  actually  at  a 
three-story  window  of  the  build- 
ing-, you  seem  to  be  looking-  out 
upon  the  clouds.  There  are  other 
stories,  too;  for  two  successive 
flights  of  narrow  stairs  lead  to  a 
cupola,  large  enough  to  be  furnished 
and  used  as  a  bedroom. 

There  is  a  delightful  back  porch, 
entered  from  one  of  the  rooms, 
where  the  breezes  blow  perpetu- 
ually,  as  on  the  deck  of  a  ship  at 
sea;  and  from  this  porch,  w^hich  is 
equipped  'with  a  Gloucester  ham- 
mock and  piazza  chairs,  you  can 
look  across  the  sparkling  blue 
waters  of  the  bay. 

"A  pity  that  this  view  is  lost 
upon  the  members,"  is  your  first 
thought;  and  so  it  is,  in  one  sense; 
but  the  beauty  of  the  location,  is  not 
wasted  for  its  present  purpose.  In 
the  first  place,  the  sensitive  percep- 
tions of  the  blind,  sharpened  by  the 
very  exclusion  of  one  of  their 
senses,  are  keenly  alive  to  atmos- 
phere, and  the  things  that  go  with 
this  location — fresh  air,  sunshine, 
coolness  in  summer,  freshness  and 
fragrance  of  the  sea  breeze — 
all  these  are  felt  and  enjoyed  as 
keenly  as  their  "sighted"  friends 
could  possibly  feel  and  enjoy  them, 
perhaps  more  so.  In  the  second 
place,  the  settlement  is  not  for  blind 
men  alone,  although  established  for 
their  benefit.  Their  sighted  friends 
will  be  associate  members,  and  will 
mingle  with  them  for  study  and 
recreation.  The  advantage  of  hav- 
ing beauty  of  surroundings  to  at- 
tract the  sighted  cannot  be  over- 
estimated; for  it  is  essential  that 
the  blind  should  not  fall  into  an 
isolation  that  would  set  them  apart 
from  their  fellow  creatures.  They 
have  much  to  give  and  teach  the 
sighted,  as  the  latter  have  to  give 
and  teach  to  them;  and  the  distinc- 
tion between  seeing  and  unseeing 
eyes,  that  seems  to  weigh  so  much 
out  in  the  world,  will  be  as  nearly 
as  possible  obliterated  here. 

Will  Have  Dances 

The  house   itself  has   been  reno- 
ivated,  new  floors  laid  for  dancing. 


and  equipped  with  facilities  for 
recreation  and  comfort.  The  head 
resident  will  be  Richard  J.  C.  Bar- 
nard, a  young  musician^  leader  of 
tlie  blind  orchesti^a,  "The  Cosmo- 
politan Concert  Company,"  and  a 
leader  in  many  other  respects  that 
especially  fit  him  for  this  position. 
He,  with  his  wife  and  family,  will 
live  in  the  house;  but  the  other 
rooms  will  be  kept  for  the  use  of 
transients,  and  a  limit  placed  on 
the  leng-th  of  time  that  any  one 
person  may  stay  consecutively  at 
the  house.  This  is  to  prevent 
monopoly  on  the  part  of  a  few. 

Many  of  the  blind  are  skilled 
musicians,  and  take  pupils  as  a 
means  of  earning  a  livelihood.  Two 
rooms  have  pianos  where  lessons 
may  be  given  or  practising"  may  be 
done— the  assembly  room,  which 
will  be  used  for  parties;  and  a 
smaller  room  that"  will  be  used  as 
music  room,  living,  gathering,  or 
dressing  room.  Furniture  has  been 
donated  by  friends,  and  will  be 
added  from  time  to  time  as  it  is 
received.  The  estate  originally  ex- 
tended to  the  water  line,  where  the 
first  owner  kept  his  yacht.  Today 
the  land  includes  about  9000  feet, 
enough  for  a  garden,  and  a  tiny 
summer  house  of  lattice  that  is 
reached  by  a  brick-paved  walk, 

"I  don't  know  what  earthly  use 
it  is,"  said  one  of  the  workers  with 
a  laugh,  "but  perhaps  it's  Norman." 
At  any  rate,  it  is  another  touch  of 
quaintness  and  distinction  that 
helps  to  make  the  place  unique. 
is  The  retaining  wall  that  supports 
(the  terrace  above  G  st.  is  said  to 
'have  cost  originally  $30,000;  and  is 
strong  and  enduring  piece  of  work, 
extending  far  below  the  street  level. 
The  cost  of  the  whole  place,  in- 
cluding this  wall,  was  about  $83,000, 
It  had  passed  through  several  hands 
when  finally  purchased  by  the  Mass. 
Assn.  for  Promoting  the  Interests 
of  the  Blind,  and  presented  to  th© 
blind  of  Massachusetts. 

?>ear  the  Car  Lino 

,  When  it  came  to  a  question  of 
where  such  a  recreation  centre 
should  be  located,  there  could  only 
be  one  answer— South  Boston,  where 
the     Perkins     Institution     for     the 


Blind  was  originally  located,  and 
where  the  needs,  interests  and 
habits  of  these  brave  and  patient 
people  are  so  well  understood  and 
kindly  met  by  the  residents.  The 
social  centre  is  easily  accessible 
from  the  street  cars,  only  a  block 
or  so  from  Broadway. 

It  is  aimed  to  make  this  centre 
serve  the  same  purpose  for  blind 
men  that  the  Woolson  House  in 
Cambridge  has  served  for  women. 

"We  mean  it,"  says  the  executive 
committee,  "to  be  a  place  where 
newly  blind  men  may  come  and  be 
helped  to  forget,  for  a  moment  at 
least,  that  they  are  blind.  We  mean 
it  to  bo  a  place  where  blind  and 
sighted  men  may  meet  on  the 
ground  of  common  interests  in  cur- 
rent events,  in  recreation,  in  mutual 
benefit,  in  such  a  way  that  the 
sighted  will  be  made  to  forget,  for 
the  moment,  at  least,  the  blindness 
of  the  men  they  meet  here." 

Helen  Keller,  Tice-President 

For  this  purpose  clubs  and  classes 
will  be  organized,  and  as-  many 
facilities  for  recreation  as  possible 
will  be  developed.  Not  the  least 
part  of  the  work  of  preparation  has 
been  the  loving  labor  of  the  blind 
and  semi-sighted  themselves,  who 
have  been  busy  helpers  during  the 
process  of  cleaning  and  renovating 
of  the  past  few  weeks. 

The  president  of  the  Mass.  Assn. 
for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  the 
Blind  is  James  Arnold  Lowell;  the 
vice-presidents,  Helen  Keller  and 
Wm.  P.  Fowler;  the  secretary,  Ed- 
ward E,  Allen,  of  the  Perkins  In- 
stitution; and  the  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Mary  Morton  Kehew,  29A  Chestnut , 
St.,  Boston.  Miss  Florence  W.  Birch-  i 
ard,  secretary  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  has  been  active  in 
superintending  preparations  for 
opening  the  house.  The  chairman 
of  the  committee  is  Samuel  F.  Hub- 
bard. 


PLEAD  PENSIONS  (^^Z 
t       FOR  NEEDY  BLIND 

feommittee   Hears   Stirring   Ap- 
peal for  Afflicted  Girl 

f»ensions  for  the  needy  blind,  to 
enable  them  to  keep  out  of  the  poor- 
ytlgyjU^came  up  once  more  before  the 
Senate  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
yesterday,  backed  by  the  tearful  plea 
of  the  sister  of  a  blind  girl,  who,  with 
her  mother,  is  making  a  brave  fight 
to  keep  their  afflicted  one  at  home. 
The  blind  girl  is  Margaret  Driscoll 
of  Cambridge,  and  her  sister,  Mary 
Driscoll,  made  the  plea  for  her.  Her 
sister,  she  .said,  w^as  23,  and  had  re- 
ceived an  education  at  the  Perkins 
Institute.  She  is  now  studying  music 
at  home,  the  place  where  she  is 
happy. 

"Nobody  will  do  for  the  blind  as 
their  relatives  will  do  for  them,"  said 
Miss  Driscoll.  "I  and  my  mother 
4M|te  given  up  nearly  everything  in 
life  for  my  sister,  and  we  would  give 
our  very  lives  if  necessary  to  make 
her  as  happy  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  her  happy." 

The  bill  provides  for  a  pension  of 
$150  a  year  for  worthy  blind  people, 
whose  income  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  $300  a  year.  Senator 
George  H.  Jackson  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  He  told  the  committee  that 
there  are  about  2600  blind  persons  in 
the  State,  most  of  them  needy  and 
compelled  to  live  in  charitable  insti- 
tutions because  their  friends  or  rela- 
tives are  unable  to  take  care  of  them 
for  lack .  of  money.  If  they  should 
receive  $150  a  year  they  could  find 
private  homes  with  relatives  or 
friends,  he  said. 

This  bill  was  heard  once  before  by 
the  Committee  on  Social  Welfare,  and 
40  or  GO  blind  appeared  in  favor  of  the 
pension.  One  or  two  of  the  blind  op- 
posed the  idea,  but  they  were  put  on 
by  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  aa 
witnesses.  The  other  blind  called 
themselves  the  "independent  blind" 
and  intimated  that  the  testimony  of 
the  others  was  influenced  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  "independent  blind"  have 
an  association  and  meet  and  exchange 
views  and   plans  for  their  welfare. 


Ticucvutow,  TYVauSs.,    Gta^-jLe-tt. 
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John  I.  Bryant,  county  commis- 
sioner of  Bristol  county.  applVred 
before  vhe  vays  and  means  co|nTijit- 
tee  of  the  senate  this  week  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  bill  which  provided  that 
the  counties  of  the  state  provide  pen- 
sions for  the  needy  blind. ^H^  stated 
that  he  did  not  K^feaf^a'gainst  the 
blind  of  the  state,  but  had  the  great-, 
est  sympathy  for  them,  but  his  chief 
objection  to  the  bill  was  that  it  pro- 
vided that  the  'bounties  should  bear 
the  expense. 

Commissioner  Bryant  Sugge^ed 
that  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  oom- 
monweallh  should  take  care  of  their 
own  blind  and  stated  that  if  the  bill 
could  be  changed  so  as  to  read  that 
the  cities  and  towns  of  the  state  pro- 
vide a  $150  annual  pension  to  any 
person  over  the  age  of  21  j^ears  who 
is  declared  blind,  and  who  Is  not  an 
Inmate  of  any  charitable  or  penal  in- 
stitution, and  who  is  earning  less 
than  $3  00  per  annum,  he  would 
then  suppoi'-t  the  bill.  "I  would 
come  to  the  state  house  then  and 
'holler  my  head  off'  In  favor  of  the 
bill,"  he  said,  "but  I  don't  believe 
that  the  place  to  put  this  expense  is 
upon  the  counties." 


Bo%^o-v\^,  yyiA^ss., T?.g.co^dL 


Cantabrigia  Club,  Cambridge— Mon- 
day evening,  executive  board  will  en- 
tertain blind  girls  from  the  Woolson 
House 


Bostow,     yY\aL.SS..    He^-ra^ld^. 


WHERE  THE  KOISTSy  GOtS 


I  The  Legislature  has  before  It  a  hill 
{to  require  the  police  commlssl(^nerto 
give  policemen  one  day  off  in  eight. 
He  now  has  authority  to  be  as  liberal 
as  this,  but  the  pending  measure 
would  in  effect  compel  him  to  exer- 
cise that  authority.  It  Is  not  an  agree- 
able task  for  any  newspaper  to  op- 
pose such  a  bill,  any  more  than  It  is 
for  a  member  of  the  Legislature  to 
jdo  so.  He  has  policemen  among  his 
constituents,  just  as  a  newspaper  has 
policemen  among  its  readers.  But  we 
feel  it  our  duty  to  suggest  that  some- 
body must  pay  for  these  fresh  dashes 
of  liberality  in  which  the  Legislature 
18  Indulging. 

Only  a  little  while  ago  the  city  of 
Boston  paid,  through  action  of  the 
[council  and  approval  of  the  mayor, 
$5000  in  the  so-called  Shea  case.  We 
had  no  particular  objection  to  this. 
Policeman  Miller  doubtless  acted 
with  undue  severity  in  firing  the  shot 
which  killed  young  Shea;  but  it  was 
a  departure  from  the  usual  practice 
for  the  community  to  make  monetary 
compensation  for  such  mistakes. 

Not  satisfied  with  this,  the  Legisla- 
ture is  now  considering  the  Gately 
bill  to  pay  $17,000  to  a  woman  in  a 
land  damage  case  in  which  the  court 
has  already  settled  the  question.  She 
thinks  she  did  not  get  enough,  and  is 
asking  the  city  to  pay  the  rest.  No 
doubt  she  can  make  out  a  good  story, 
but  the  procedure  itself  is  wholly  rev- 
olutionary. 

Then  there  is  a  bill  to  pension  the 
''nee^^blind/^j^ng^  is  sailing  at  a 
comfortSlWrateao^'n  the  legislative 
stream.  It  would  throw  that  task  on 
the  counties.  Boston  would  have  to 
pay  the  bill  for  all  Suffolk. 

Everybody  pities  the  blind;  every 
body    is    sorry    for    those    who    are 


needy.  Perhaps  they  ought  to  be 
pensioned.  But  the  community  can- 
not go  on  widening  the  area  of  ita 
pensions,  lessening  the  volume  ot 
work  of  its  public  employes  and  in- 
creasing their  salaries,  without  im- 
posing what  will  amount  in  time  to  a 
very  severe  load  on  those  who  are 
left  to  carry  the  burden. 

We  wonder  why  the  tax  rates  go( 
up  and  why  there  is  no  money  left 
for  the  improvement  of  streets,  .and 
why  the  enlarged  usefulness  of  the 
school  system  seems  endangered  by 
necessary  restrictions.  We  cannot 
eat  our  cake  and  have  it,  too.  Andi 
we  are  doing  a  very  large  amount  of 
cake-eating  just  now,  in  city,  state, 
and  nation. 
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CIVIC  emu 

WOMAN'S  CLUB. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Civic  I>e- 
partment  of  the  Woman's  Club  was 
held  yesterday  aftiernoon. 

Preceding  the  annual  meeting-  the 
following  routine  business  was  trans- 
acted: 

Miss  Alice  Brayton  reported  con- 
cerning Health   and   Baby   week. 

Voted.  To  appropriate  $5  toward  the 
expenses  of  Health  week. 

Mrs.  Patrick  Kieran  reported  for 
the  Committee  on  the  Blind. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Whittaker  reported 
concerning  the  plans  of  the    Yard  Im- 


provemenF"commfueeT 

Mrs.  Benjamin  B.  Read  reported  for 
the  committee  on  raising  money  for 
a  welfare  worker;  $379.50  had  been  giv- 
en by  club  members.  A  donation  of 
$15  has  been  received  from  the  Young 
Women's  Hebrew  Association,  and 
$47.13  from  the  proceeds  of  a  Children's 
Play  given  recently  at  the  Club  house. 

Voted:  To  appropriate  $200  towards 
the  salary  of  the  welfare  worker. 

Voted:  To  engage  Mrs,  Crowley  of 
Fall  River  as  welfare  worker  at  a  sal- 
ary of  $750. 

At  the  annual  meeting  the  follow- 
ing  officers   were   elected: 

Chairman — Mrs.   Philip  E.  Tripp. 

Vice  Chairman — Mrs.  James  N.  Buf- 
finton. 

Secretary — Miss  Caroline  L.  Gee. 

Treasurer — Miss   Susan   W.    Stevens. 

Executive  Committee  —  Mrs.  Wm. 
J.  Woods,  Mrs.  J.  Thayer  Lincoln,  Mrs. 
B.    B     Read. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  session  of 
1915-1916  the  Civic  Department  had 
under  consideration  two  new  lines  of 
effort.  One  was  the  establishment  of 
a  school-center  somewhare  in  the  city; 
the  other  the  maintainance  for  a  year 
of  a  welfare  worker,  who  it  was  hoped 
might  prove  the  need  of  a  woman  pro- 
bation or  police  officer. 

For  further  information  concerning 
the  school -centre  idea,  Mrs.  Milton 
Higgins  of  Worcester,  on  Oct.  25  gave 
an  address  on  the  Parent-Teacher  As- 
sociation. On  November  22,  Mrs.  Eva 
Whiting  W^hite  of  Boston  spoke  on 
"The  Use  of  Schools  as  Social  Cen- 
tres." 

Further  endorsement  of  the  plan  for 
a  social  worker  was  given  by  Ernest 
K.  Coulter  of  New  York,  in  his  lecture, 
"A  Day  in  the  Children's  Court"  given 
at  the  regular  club  meeting  under 
the  di'-ection  of  the  Civic  department 
on  Nov.  15. 

At  the  meeting  on  Dec.  27,  after  dis- 
cussion of  these  tvso  projects,  the  de- 
partment voted  to  raise  inoney  to  pay 
the  salary  of  a  welfare  worker  for 
one  year  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed  for  that   purpo.'-e. 

On  Jan.  24  Mrs.  Amy  F.  Sewall, 
superintendent  of  the  State  Industrial 
School  for  Girls,  spoke  on  the  methods 
and  work  of  that  institution  and 
warmly  approved  the  plan  of  provid- 
ing a  woman  to  do  probation  work. 

Robert  Small,  deputy  commissioner 
of  education,  gave  a  most  interesting 
address  at  the  meeting  jKti  Feb.  28. 
His  lecture  was  entitled,  "Part  Time 
Schooling,"  and  was  illustrated  by 
stereopticon. 

The    department    has    carried    on    as 


usual  the  work  of  distributing-  garden 
seed  to  the  children  in  the  publioi 
schools.  I 

Last  spring  the  sum  of  $100  was  ap- 
propriated toward  playground  equip- 
ment. With  this  money  were  bought 
a  set  of  baby  swings  for  the  Slade 
school  and  two  slides,  one  for  the  Dav-  i 
enport  school  and  one  for  Maplewood 
park.  The  secretary  has  been  told 
that  often  last  summer  as  many  as  200 
children  were  standing  In  line  at 
Maplewood  waiting  their  turn  at  the 
slide. 

The  committee  on  the  blind  has  held 
readings  i  i  i  i"*^  ipiiiiiih  f*^ n tiliiii*^  local 
blind  women,  at  which  tea  was  served. 
A  sale  was  conducted  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Commission  for  the  Blind  on 
Dec.  20,  at  which  the  sum  of  $89.43 
was  realized.  The  table  supplied  by 
the  local  blind  made  $47.10.  On  March 
27  Miss  Lucy  Wright  of  Boston  gave 
a  very  interesting  address  on  "Work 
for  the  Blind." 

During  the  week  devoted  by  the  city 
to  health  and  baby  welfare,  the  civic 
department  cooperated  with  other  or- 
ganizations in  the  work.  Miss  Alice 
Brayton,  chairman  of  the  committee 
en  health,  reported  on  Dec.  27  of  the 
work  done  in  continuation  of  the  in- 
fant mortality  survey. 

The  civic  department  has  a  member-  i 
ship  at  present  of  186.  Of  these  20 1 
are  associate  members. 

LUCY   R.    THORNTON,  / 

Secretary.    / 
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About   20   blind  girls,   .students  at   the 
Woolson  House   for   Blind  Girls  in   this 
^ty,    were    entertained    at    the    Canta- 
otiETia    club    room    last      evening      with, 
readings,   singing,   and"  mu,<i,al  ^^stru-! 
meiU    solos:    *      ■•  'tc^v:  -.v-—      >y    -;v     ^ 

Mayor  Rockwood  was  a  surprise  i 
guest  for  the  girls  as  it  M-as  not , 
previously    mentioned    that    he    was    to 


'appear.  Mrs.  Sanborn  of  rhe  club 
had  the  maj'or  say  a  few  words  and 
then  asked  the  girls  to  guess  w'lose 
voice    it   was. 

Mrs.  Chester  M.  Bliss  played  sev- 
eral violin  solos  and  she  was  accoin- 
'panied  by  Mrs.  Joseph  J.  Bedlow. 
iMrs.  JMurdock  M.  Clark  gave  read- 
lings  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Greenleaf 
Isang-. 

I  After  the  Cantabrlg-ia^club  members 
had  done  their  part  of  the  entertain- 
|ment  the  blind  girls  sang  several 
song's  in  chorus.  Refreslnncul  s  wei'p 
served    in    the    course    of    t,he    excning. 

The  enterrainmnt  last  night  was 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  Cantabrigia 
club . 


O  cUvv\.\3-r'udL<:r)^»  VV^^^^»..    S'CA.-wcta>->rcL. 
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MMB  MEM  MfiTEP 
TO  VISIT  FfcNWAY 
^y  PARfe  IIA-Y  13TS 


Forty  blind  men  from  the  Blind 
Commissi#Pillbrkshop  in  this  city 
will  "see"  the  Red  Sox-Chicago  game 
at  Fenway  Park  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, May  13. 

President  Joseph  J.  Lannin  of  the 
Red  Sox  sent  a  special  invitation  for 
the  men  to  come  and  if  not  Ece  the 
game,  at  least  to  hear  it.  Each  man 
of  the  workshop  vowed  to  go  to  th€ 
game  and  root  for  the  Boston  team. 

The  men  will  pile  on  a  special  car 
which  will  leave  Central  Square  ,at 
1  o'clock  and  will  go  straight  to  tlK 
field  where  they  will  have  a  space 
allotted  to  them. 

Each  man  will  have  a  guide  who 
will  lead  him  to  the  seat  and  will 
explain  the  workings  of  each  play. 
The  blind  men,  however,  may  have 
a  man  stationed  with  a  megaphone 
on  the  field  and  he  will  tell  each 
play  as  it  is  made. 

Basehall   is  becoming  the  talk     of 


the  workshop  lAnce  the  invitation 
has  been  sent  and  there  ^'e  many 
arguments  in  the  shop  every  day  as 
to  the  probable  afternoon  winners  of 
^ar»9s. 

The  blind  men  as  an  audience  will 
be  one  of  the  straVigest  group  of 
rooters  which  the  Red  Sox  have  ever 
had  sitting  in  their  bleachers.  The 
men  will  be  able  to  hear  the  swat 
as  the  ball  hits  the  bat  and  will  be 
xbie  to  follov/  the  game  through  the 
theering  or  silence  of  the  people 
ii^ound    ribnut   them. 


Woluo)f^ey ,   W^^a^S5..    'Jeleg:r'a^yvu 


JnstriKtioii  of  the  Blind 

Carrying  a.n  'appropriatiW*Wf  $6000 
for  this  year,  a  bill  authorizing-  tho, 
Ma£»5iachusetts  commission  for  thej 
blind  to  provide  for  the  instruction  of] 
adult  blind  in  their  homes,  was  or-i 
diered  to  a  third  reading-  in  the  Senate] 
yesterday.  A  bill  to  provide  pensions! 
for  tihe  .nieedy  blind  isO^nding-  in  thfl' 
Senate  way®  and  rneaidl^  com^iMttee.  Itj 
provides  that  any  persoj^ver  h  yearsj 
who  is  blind  and  who  }«  earnm-g  lessi 
than  $300  a  year  and  who  has  Ibeen  a 
resident  of  the  state  for  five  yeura 
shall  receive  from  the  county  in  which 
fcg  livesi  a  p-enislon  of  $150  a   year. 


D  k^  r  uirvg^celcb.  "K^a^SS  ■  ,     \A,'y\^'^o-v\^  ~_ 


C^^f^ig  an  IH^pPipriation  of  $6000' 
for  this  year,  a  bill  authorizing  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
ISlind  to  provide  for  the  instruction  of 
vdult  blind  in  their  homes,  was  ordered 
\o  a  third  reading  in  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  provide  pensions  for  the 
leedy  blind  is  pending  in  the  Senate 
fVays  and  Means  CoiJkpittee.^n^It  pro- 
Kldes  that  any  persMiT  o^ter  Sjm  years 
iN'ho  is  blind  and  wI»Jirearr^g  less 
than  $300  a  year  an^'''||Fho  has^een  a 
resident   of    the    State    for   Ave  Ve^rs, 

I  hall  receive  from  the  county  in  which, 
le  lives  a  pension  of  $150  a  year. 


S  |^-<"u-w^Uc 
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READIXG  FOR  BiJNp. 

Re^jlHj|-bert  E.  Thayer  was  the 
leader  aT^he  reading-  for  the  blind 
yesterday  at  South  Church,  the  fine 
afternoon  making  it  possible  for  10 
to  be  present,  a  somewhat  larger 
number  than  have  gathered  through 
the  winter  months.  Mr.  Thayer  spoke 
on  world  events,  the  relations  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Germany 
and  of  the  entire  European  situation. 
He  spoke  of  the  trip  of  United  States 
troops  into  Mexico  as  having  a  large 
educational  vaule  to  the  Mexicans  and 
an  opportunity  to  understand  better 
what  a  stable  government  means,  and 
how  its  men  were  trained.  In  closing 
he  read  an  article  on,  "Wild  Nature.** 
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BLIND  FANS  ROOT     -UTI 
'■nHARD  FOR  RED  SOX 

There  were  just  To  real  fans  in  t^e 
grandstand  yesterday  who  did  not  re- 
ally see  those  great  drives  by  Hooper 
and  Gardner  but  yelled  just  as  enthu- 
siastically as  thougrh  they  had.  These 
were  a  representation  from  the  State 
Institution  of  the  Blind  at  Cambridge 
who  came  under  the  ciceronage  of  Rep- 
resentative Claus  and  Senator  Bean 
and  as  President  T.annin's  guests.  They 
wore  each  accompanied  by  a  guide  who 
explained    the    game    in    detail. 


Bosto 


Wi  ^Of^auss.,  CWvu^YuaLw  S ov^vicft^  'TVVowv'toT^ 


>K  SUV/    !  "^  *_^  1  b  - 

The  resolve  to  authorize  the  commis- 
sion on  economy  and  etiiciency  to  investi- 
gate the  advisability  of  providing  pen- 
sions for  the  needy  blind  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 


lAJor-ce.sf^.^,   "yvuaus&..    iTeL^ 


>VVacv/    ;^ 


1^  \b. 


A  resolve  for  an  Investigation  as  to 
pensions  for  needy  bUojd^,j[^port  t^  be 
made  to  the  next  generaidourt,  was  fen- 
^ossed. 


Bost 


Ovi^.    ^a.SS.,   WtorvLirutf     GLoi3< 


^VUuvfl^.    l<tlfe>. 


"Ought  to  pass"  was  reported  by  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  on  the  re- 
solve for  an  investigation  of  thA  sublect 
of  pensioning  the  needy  bllncl. 


Bo&fonrv.  YWauss..  yWo-rYucvi><^    HeY-a^ldl^- 
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y^t.^  %o*  i^>tg 


The  resolve  directing  the  economj''  and 
efficiency  commission  to  Invesitfeate 
pensions  for  t1»^«teiii«jb*was  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  also  the  bills  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  judges  and  clerks  of  the 
Roxbury  and  South  Boston  courts. 


!<^i^^ir<^^^j^4^''^^ryy'^S^^^-'   QyW'T-o>^\^c^Ve/'. 


TVtauxr    XO.   l^ik). 


BLIND  MEN  ATTEND  BALL  GAME 
'Atrcf&t  'W^Venty-five  l)^n#  men,  employ- 
ees of  the  State  Conftffl^§iaj|iB«^'t)f  the 
Blind,  and  members  of  the  Jtiarvard  al- 
liance, attended  the  ball  game  between 
the  Red  Sox  and  the  Chicago  Ameri- 
cans at  Fenway  park,  last  Saturday  af- 
ternoon. They  were  the  guests  of  Pres- 
ident Joseph  J.  Lanniu,  who  very  gen- 
erously invited  them  to  attend.  They 
left  the  shop  of  the  commission  on  a 
special  car  at  2  o'clock  and  were  taken 
direct  to  the  grounds.  They  were  in 
charge  of  Senator  Bean  and  Kepresenta- 
tive  Frederic  F.  Glauss.  Each  blind 
man  was  accompanied  by  a  seeing  per- 
son. Arriving  at  the  grounds  they  were 
given  reserved  seats  behind  first  base, 
and  each  one  enjoyed  the  game  rather 
'more  than  the  average  attendant.  Some 
of  them  had  never  before  attended  a  ball 
game,  but  many  of  them  are  fans  and 
follow  the  progress  of  the  big  league 
teams  all  through  the  season  by  having 
the  scores  and  accounts  of  the  games 
read  to  them.  They  were  informed  by 
their  attendants  of  the  progress  of  the 
game,  and  rooted  for  each  player  as 
though   they    were  regular  attendants. 

In  appreciation  of  the  invitation  the 
blind  men  made  a  beautiful  lemonade 
basket  and  presented  it  to  Mr.  Lannin, 
together  with  a  fine  bouquet.  They  also 
presented  to  Manager  Carrigan  a  basket 
of  whisk  brooms,  the  product  of  their 
own  hands,  one  for  each  player.  The 
presentations  were  made  at  their  re- 
quest by  Senator  Bean. 


j306tov\^.     VWacSS..     QLrVW£.^\,oA.v>^ 


W^■^l.^^      X\>     \<^\io 


Representative  John  L.  Monahaw- oft 
South  Boston  was  given  the  p«n 
with  which  Governor  McCall  signed 
the  bill  for  an  investigation  of  the 
proposal  to  provide  training  for  per 
sons  who  are  permanently  injured. 
A  stury  of  the  German  and  French 
systems  revealed  to  Mr.  Monahan 
>that  those  governments  provide  ade- 
quate training  for  the  sightless, 
maimed  and  other  afflicted' WfsoTtS. 
They  are  enabled  to  earn  their  own 
livelihood,  and  time  weighs  less 
heavily  for  them.  Mr.  Monahan  also 
found    that    they    become     less  ..«rf    a 


burden    upon    the   State. 


V«>>lt  T'tvx/e-r  >   VWa^ss.,  T)  evA^S 


TWatv     %3.    m(j>. 


A  meeting  of  the  Civic  d4 
of  the  Woman's  Club  was  hi 
o'clock  Monday  afternoon.  A  commit- 
tee of  10  ladies  was  appointed  to  assist 
Mrs.  Henry  Crowley,  the  new  welfare 
worker.  The  committee  comprises  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Eddy,  Mrs.  William  Wood,  Mrs. 
Benjamin  B.  Read.  Mrs.  James  N.  Buf- 
finton,  IMrs.  Willard  H.  Poole,  Mrs. 
Michael  Sullivan,  Mrs.  O.  H.  Jackson, 
Mrs.  James  Wallis,  Mrs.  Samuel 
Course  and  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Wilcox. 

The  committee  which  had  char.ere  of 
the  sale  of  articles  made  by  local  hUj^, 
wom.en  held  at  the  April  me^^tfJig'^^e- 
ported  that  the  sale  netted  $29.95.  The 
committee  which  had  In  charge  the 
raising  of  funds  to  provide  for  the 
salary  of  the  welfare  worker  reported i 
that  $25  more  was  needed  to  complete j 
the  fund.  Miss  Alice  Bray  ton  gave  an 
extended  report  on  social  and  civic  ^ 
conditions  in  this  city  in  answer  to: 
questions  sent  out  by  the  Massachu-i 
setts    P>deiation    of    Clubs. 


Bostow,  yy\a.<>^.,  CVvy\s>tla.Yx  Sovencc,  yHo>vvto-<-. 


J-ix.  w  -c.    3  .    I  ^  I  b ._ 

Political  \  IhP' 

For  a  referendum  to  the  voters  on  the 
question  of  holding  a  convention  in  June, 
1917,  to  reA'ise  the  state  constitution, 
the  question  to  be  submitted  at  the  No- 
vember,  1916,  state  election. 

Providing  a  "limited  town  meeting" 
form  of  government,  very  similar  to  the 
Brookline  plan,  for  the  town  of  Me- 
thuen. 

The  "George  presidential  primary  bill" 
eliminating  a  direct  preferential  vote  for 
President  and  restoring  the  pledged  dele- 
gate, but  requiring  him  to  secure  the 
consent  of  the  presidential  candidate  to 
whom  he  is  pledged. 

To  extend  the  secrecy  of  the  Austral- 
ian ballot  tajplind  and  othei  physically 
disabled  votersT^^^"*  I  i  ..'■^^^ 

Preferential  voting  at  murticipa^^ec- 
tions  in  Xewton  authorized. 

Realigning  the  councilor,  senatorial 
and  representative  districts  of  the  state 
as  a  result  of  shifts  in  population  shown 
by  the  decennial  state  census  of  1915. 

Making  the  necessary  formal  amend- 
ment in  the  election  law  to  have  the  di- 
rect election  of  United  States  senators 
take  place  at  the  time  of  the  state  elec- 
tion. 

Making  committees  of  three  rather 
than  committees  of  five  the  minimum 
size  of  political  committees  to  which  the 
corrupt  practices   law   shall   apply. 

To  restore  party  enrollment,  provided 
■  the  act  is  accepted  on  a  referendum  to 
the  voters  at  the  state  election.  The 
act  is  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the 
voters  of  one  political  party  from  vot- 
ing in  the  primaries  of  another  politi- 
cal party." 

Allowing  mayors  of  cities  which  adopt 
the  plan  B  form  of  city  government  to 
remove  from  oflice  the  city  solicitor. 


]3o^CoYV>   yVla.ss.>   (3<y(L^J £,-rt 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

FORGES  AHEAD  IN  STATE 


Commission  Registered  1872  New  Cases  Last  Year — Special  Service 
Was  Provided  for  800  Persons 
Prevention  through,  education  and  co-operation  has  achieved 
another  triumph  in  the  work  of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for 
the  Blind.  The  disease  known  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  which 
has  caused  10  p.c.  of  all  blindness  and  a  much  larger  percentage 
among  babies  in  the  past,  has  been  so  brought  under  control  that 
during  the  last  year  but  one  baby  in  the  whole  State  was  known  by 
the  Commission  to  have  become  blind  through  this  cause. 

"*'^^  The   work  for  the   conservation   of 

eyesight  through  prevention  has  been 
conducted  in  Massachusetts  through 
the  co-operation  of  the  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  State  Department  of 
Health,  local  health  boards,  and  other 
active  agencies,  both  private  and 
public,  in  which  systematic  and  per- 
sistent efforts  have  been  constantly 
maintained. 

The  gratifying  results  of  this  pre- 
vention work  in  one  disease  were  not 
reached  in  a  single  year,  but  in  re- 
ttint  years  the  estimates  for  the  num- 
ber of  children  becoming  blind  on  ac- 
count of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  persons^ 
newly  blind  has  been  dropping  fromj 
10  p.c.  to  8  p.c,  and  then  to  5  p.c. 
Three  and  four  years  ago  the  cases 
were  reduced  to  2  p.c.  The  follow- 
ing year  showed  an  increase  to  3  p.c, 
but  last  year  there  was  reported  just 
one  baby. 

But  one  case  has  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Commission  during 
th9  past  year  While  there  may  have 
heen  other  cases  unknown  to  the 
State  agents,  this  much  can  be  said, 
that  the  Commission  has  never  been 
Xi  so  good  a  pcsition  to  secure  infor- 
mation as  duj.'ng  the  past  year. 

Massachusetts    today    has    a    blind 
population    of    about    4000.      Medical 


authorities  are  agreed  that  41.7  p.c. 
of  blindness  can  be  prevented,  and 
that  a  few  years  have  brought  such 
gratifying  results  in  combating  one 
prevalent  cause  of  blindness  means 
added  encouragement  for  co-operative 
prevention  work  against  other  causes. 

Last  year  the  commission  had  1872 
newly  registered  cases,  of  which  561 
came  for  the  first  time.  Of  the  total 
number  the  commission  was  able  to 
be  of  special  service  to  over  800  such 
persons  in  the  varied  lines  of  its 
activities  for  this  class  of  unfortunate 
people. 

Special  classes  for  children  with 
defective  eyesight  in  public  schools 
are  now  established  in  Boston, 
Springfield  and  Cambridge.  New 
Bediord  has  either  opened  such 
classes  or  will  do  so  in  the  immediate 
future.  The  extension  of  these  classes 
is  undergoing  a  steady,  if  not  a 
irapid,  growth- 


Sist^m  Wmnsttli&t 
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Few  campaigns  to  stamp  cut  evils,  even 
remediable  evils,  have  ever  had  the  suc- 
cess which  Is  now  ascribed  to  the  efforts 
of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Blind  to  reduce  the  disease  known  as 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  which  in  the  past 
has  been  responsible  for  10  per  cent  of  all 
cases  of  blindness  known  in  the  State.  Ac- 
cording to  a  statement  now  issued  by  the 
commission,  only  one  case  of  an  Infant  not 
treated  for  prevention  of  the  condition  has 
been  reported  to  the  authorities  during  tha 
past  year,  although  the  agencies  for  gather- 
ing such  Information  have  been  especially 
active.  The  State  Board  of  Health  and 
the  local  boards,  and  many  other  agencies 
both  public  and  private,  are  entitled  to  a 
share  of  the  credit  for  this  splendid  task 
of  education  and  correction.  It  should  give 
heart  to  many  a  social  worker,  merely  to 
know  that  so  complete  a  victory,  against 
an  evil  so  widespread,  has  truly  been  pos- 
sible. 


■■t^;rTg.- 


Big  Task  to  Find  Normal 

Work  for  Blind  Girls 


Can  Do  Telephone  Work,  Piano  Playing  and  Tuning, 
Singing — Obstacle  Is  Lack  of  Positions 

By  Hazel  Canning 

•  .       She  Avants  to  be  a  telephone  operator. 

She  is  a  wholesome,  normal  girl,  of  more  than  average  ability. 

She  has  had  education  better  than  the  ordinary. 

The  love  of  life  is  in  her  heart;  all  the  work  and  pleasure  ot 
youn;;  folk  of  her  own  age  she  longs  for; 

And  yet,  all  of  her  years,  particularly  all  her  years  beyond 
ischool,  she  has  watched  the  great  procession  of  life  from  the  side- 
jines,  eager,  yet  powerless  to  get  into  the  procession. 
^  For  she'  is  that  most  pathetic  ligure  of  all,  the  girl  partially 
blind.  But  she  has  her  story  and  her  friends.  She  also  has  her 
hopes  for  the  future. 

And  one  of  her  best  friends  in  the 
world,  Miss  Florence  Birchard  of  the 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  a 
kindly  lady,  -who  for  three  years  has 
braved  employers  with  a  book  agent's 
courage,  -while  searching  positions  for 
"my  girls,"  told  the  story  of  the  blind 
girl  and  the  fleeting  job,  with  gentle, 
proprietary  feeling. 

"Jn  the  beginning,"  explained  the 
lady,  "these  girls  lie  nearest  my  heart 
at  present  for  particular  reasons. 
They  arc  three  hi  number;  they  are 
young,  their  ages  ranging  from  19  to 
26;  they  are  keen,  bright,  quick,  am- 
bitious, and  thoroughly  normal.  As 
such  they  crave  work  in  the  more 
normal  surroundings,  outside  the  spe- 
cial workshops  for  the  blind.  Their 
attainments  make  them  excellent 
candidates." 

So  Miss  Birchard,  alT  the  days  of 
her  life,  is  liunting  out  work,  among 
seeing  people,  for  young  women  par- 
-\icularly  well  equipped. 


"I  hit  upon  telephone  work,"  said 
she,  "and  tried  it  out  right  here  on 
my  own  premises." 

Blind  Efficient  at 
Telephone  Work 

"We  have  two  blind  operators.,  one 
partially,  the  other  totally  blind. 
Their  work  is  excellent,  exactly  as 
g:ood  as  that  of  seeing  operators. 
There  are  substantial  reasons  for  this 
being  so.  In  the  first  place,  as  you 
perhaps  know,  there  are  two  tele- 
phone switchboard  methods,  the  flash 
system  and  the  click  system.  Of 
course  the  flash  system  cannot  be 
used  by  my  g-irls.  But  the  other  is 
most  efficacious,  and  by  it  they  have 
given  excellent  results. 

"There  is,  to  the  blind  or  the  partial- 
ly blind,   a  deftness     which     renders 
them,  once  taught,  keenly  sensitive  to 
sound.     Never   do    they   fail   to   read 
a  click  wrongly.     We  know,  for  they 
had  their  training  right  here,  where 
we  could  observe  the  work.     Another 
quality  of  these  partially  blind   girls 
which  has  often  been  commented  upon 
!  in  my  presence  by  persons  who  have 
I  employed  the  blind  with  good  results, 
i  is  their  great  painstaking,  their  extra 
conscientiousness.     A  blind   girl  can- 
not dissipate  her  energies  looking  out 
of  the  window,  nor     can     she   delay 
calls  flirting  with  the  attractive  man. 
It  has   been   shown   again   and  again 
I  that    the   added     endeavor     which    a 
■blind  person  brings  to  her  task  over- 
1  balances  her  infirmity,   at  those  pur- 
suits,   of    course,    for    which    she     i» 
fitted." 

Then  a  word  on  the  humanity  of 
girls  young  and  bright  and  strong  to 
work,  but  afflicted  in  th-i.s  way.  "It 
is  difficult  for  the  man  or  woman 
who  has  not  worked  with  them  to 
realize  the  enormous  alienation  of 
their  position,"  said  the  lady.  "In 
many  cases  they  are  girls  who  have 
'  lost  their  sight  by  some  illness;  sud- 
denly they  find  themselves  cut  off 
1  from  all  their  pleasures;  it  is  iiai'd 
for  youth  to  bear. 


Regular  Blind 
Work  Not  Ideal 

"With   the   blind   in    the   past   there 

;  has  been,  generally,  but  one  source  of 

employment,  that  is  work  in  our  own 


rooms.  For  the  young  this  is  not 
ideal.  They  associate,  there,  with 
bhnd  people  altosrether;  the  environ- 
ment grows  cramped.  So  we  started 
to*  hunt  up  the  outside  work.  And 
in  this  hunting-  we  have  met  obsta- 
cles innumerable.  Always  we  are  con- 
fronted with  much  impractical  pity. 
People  are  sorry;  they  sympathize, 
but  they  edge  off  from-  providing 
work.  The  reason  seems  to  be,  in 
many  cases,  extreme  sensitiveness.  It 
is  too  trying  to  the  feelings  to  have 
blind  people  about.  This  is  an  atti- 
tude quite  false.  The  best  way  for 
all  -concerned  to  deal  with  the  blind 
is  in  a  spirit  of  frank  friendship.  The 
blind  resent  pity;  after  all,  a  lifetime 
of  well  meant  pity  would  be  tiring 
for  the  best  of  us." 

So,  this  lady  who  deprecates  pity, 
but  urges  practical  help,  concluded 
with  an  enumeration  of  the  things 
for  which  she  has  trained  her  charges. 
At  present  Miss  Birchard  has  several 
young  people  who  play  the  piano 
most  acceptably.  They  are  fitted  to 
play  in  moving  picture  houses.  They 
are  unable  to  get  positions,  one  of  the 
chief  obstacles  in  their  way  being  the 
large  fee  of  $50  charged  for  admission 
to ,  the  actors'  union.  She  also  has 
several  ambitious  young  persons  who 
can  sing,  and  wish  to;  she  has  cap-j 
able  piano  tuners  and  mothers'  help-j 
ers;  besides  the  telephone  girls.  And 
to  launch  these  last  girls  in  fitting 
positions  the  Commission  will  install 
the  kind  ot  switchboard  the  girls  can 
operate;  it  will  pay  tor  the  services 
of  a  seeing  operator  until  the  blind 
girl  becomes  thoroughly  used  to 
her  new  surroundings;  it  will  provide 
a  guide  to  and  from  work. 

These  girls,  they  are  eager  to  work; 
they  are  qualified  to  work;  the  sane 
Commission  of  the  great  Common-. 
wealth  stands  behind  them  with  its 
seal  of  approval;  somewhere  there 
must  be  the  situation  they  need.  In 
the  meantime  they  are  waiting. 


"Vyi'v^tlo-rdU.    rVLA^SS.,    V\e>x^s. 
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BLINDNESS  IS 

BlDi  REDUCED 
\   '>  J1A.MINIMUM 

Boston,  June  8. — Blindness  in  Mas- 
sachusetts is  being  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum through  the  educational  and  co- 
operative methods  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  for  the  Blind.  The 
Commission  with  the  help  of  the  State 
Department  of  Health,  local  boards 
of  health  and  other  agencies,  has  been 
able  to  place  an  effective  check  upon 
the  dreaded  disease  known  as  ophthal- 
mia neonatorium.  This  disease  has 
caused  ten  per  cent,  of  all  blindness 
and  the  percentage  is  even  greater 
than  that  among  babies,  but  owing  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  Commission  only- 
one  case  of  this  character  was  report- 
ed in  the  whole  of  Massachusetts  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 

Massachusetts  today  has  a  blind 
population  of  about  4000.  Medical 
authorities  are  agreed  that  41.7  per 
cent,  of  blindness  can  be  prevented, 
and  that  a  few  years  have  brought 
such  gratifying  results  in  combating 
one  prevalent  cause  of  blindness  means 
added  encouragement  for  co-operative 
prevention  work  against  other  causes. 


BLINDNESS  IX  MASSACHUSET-^^ff^ 


a^vw- 


Bliotfir^ss  in  JVIassachusetts  is  being, 
reduq»  luKJUy^Jriinimuni  through  the 
educationa'.  and  co-operative  methods! 
of  the  Mafsachusetta  Commission  fori 
the  Blind  The  commission  with  thej 
help  of  tho  State  Department  of  j 
Health,  1  )cal  boards  of  health  andj 
othei'  agencies  has  been  able  to  place 
an  effective  check  upon  the  dreaded 
disease  k.iown  as  ophthalmia  neona- 
torium. 

This  disease  has  caused  ten  percent 
of  all  blindness  and  the  percentage  is 
even  greater  than  that  axaong  babies; 
•but  owing  'o  the  efficiency  ot  the  com- 
mission oii'y  one  case  of  tnis  charac- 
ter was  reoorted  in  the  whole  of  Mas- 
Eachusettj;  during  the  past  year. 

Massachusetts  today  has  a  blind! 
population  of  about  4,000.  Medical' 
authorities  are  agreed  that  41.7'  perj 
cent  of  blindness  can  be  prevented,' 
and  that  a  few  years  h^ive  brought 
Buch  gratifying  results  in  combating 
one  prevalent  cause  of  blindness  means 
added  en-jiuragement  for  co-operative 
prevention  work  against  o*her  causes. 
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EYESIGHT  OF  CHILDREN 


Oat  of  40,259  School  Pupils  Examined, 
4,7  Per  Cent  Have  Vision  of  One-Half 
Normal  or  Less 


In  its  annual  report  made  public  to- 
day, the  Commission  for  the  Blind  an- 
nounced   that    out    of   40,259   school    chil-l 
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dren  examined  in  Cambridge,  Lynn  and 
New  Bedford,  1892,  or  4.7  per  cent,  have  . 
vision  of  one-half  normal  or  less.  Of  the 
children  with  •apparently  defective  sight, 
3.1  per  cent  had  neither  been  examined 
by  experts  nor  provided  with  glasses  at 
the  time  'when  the  school  records  were 
made. 

"How  many  children  in  the  State  as  a 
whole  should  be  relieved  of  the  regular 
public  school  work  on  account  of  de- 
fective sight?"  the  report  asks.  "The 
ffacts  brought  out  in  this  year's  study 
more  than  confirm  the  estimate,  pre- 
sented in  our  last  report,  that  at  least  .1 
per  cent  of  school  children  require  spe- 
cial education  in  defective  eyesight,  or 
conservation  of  eyesight,  classes.  In  the 
three  cities  studied  this  year  at  least  68, 
or  .17  per  cent,  of  the  40,259  public  school 
children  should  be  transferred  to  such 
special  classes.  It  is  therefore  probably 
safe  to  estimate  that  fully  .17  per  cent 
of  the  382,548  school  children  In  cities,  or 
at  least  650,  require  such  classes.  As  for 
the  193,962  children  in  towns.  .17  per 
cent,  or  at  least  330,  may  be  expected  to 
need  special  training." 

The  commission  reported  that  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  Nov,  30,  1915, 
only  one  new  case^  of  total  blindness 
from  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  dis- 
covered in  this  State.  The  commission 
said  that  there  might  be  other  cases  not 
unknown,  but  that  it  was  safe  to  say 
that  the  menace  from  this  cause  of  blind- 
ness has  been  reduced  to  less  tlian  1  per 
cent  as  a  factor  in  bringisg  about  loss  of 
sight. 
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,     .  Chap.  201. 

AN    ACT    to    Piovidp    for    th«    In^^il'&a^or, 

the  Adul^BUn^t  Their  Homes. 
Be  it  enacted,  wH^W*rollovvs: 

Section  1.  The  Massachusetts  commis.slon. 
I  for  the  blind  may  provide  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  adult  blind  at  their  home«.  The 
commission  may  expend  .annually  for  tlila 
I  purpose  not  more  than  six  thousiind  dollars 
and  shall  include  with  its  oth^r  estimates 
!of  needed  approp'-iat-ons  a  detailed  estimate 
of  the  propo.<»ed   expenditure*. 

Sect.  2.  Chapter  two  hnmlied  and  nlnety- 
.seVen  of  the  acts  of  the  year  nineteen  hun- 
dred  and   two  is  heiebv  repealed. 

Sf-t.  3;     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its. 
passage. 
Approved  May  1?.   101«. 
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MANY  GHILDBEK 
HAVE  POOR  SIGHT 
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Fiijui^ps/' Published    by    State 
Commission  for  the    Blind 
Show  Eight  Per  Cent 
Defective 


state  House,  Boston,  June  12— Fig^uresj 
just  published  in  the  report  of  the  com-, 
mission  for  the  blind,  showing  that 
possibly  8  per  cent  of  the  entire  school 
population  of  Mass-achusetts  suffers 
from  defective  eyesight,  may  result  in 
North  Adams  and  all  the  other  citias 
of  the  state  maintaining  separatej 
classes  for  that  type  of  unfortunates.    '  I 

The  figures  have  been  compiled  from 
studies  covering  two  years  made  in  six 
cities:  Cambridge,  Lynn,  Xew  Bedford, 
Lawrence,  Springfield  and  Worcester. 
These  reports,  which  hav,e  been  fairlyi 
uniform  in  all  of  the  muniCipa)'.  it  s,l 
show  that  out  of  40,259  pupils  examinedl 
1,892,  or  4,7  per  cent,  possess  vision  :e^sl 
than  one-half  normal,  with  or  without! 
glasses.  , 

"These  figures,  of  course,  iJresent  only 
part  of  the  actual  situation,"  the  re- 
port says.  In  Cambrige,  for  instance, 
only  about  15  per  cent  of  the  children 
...  u\i,<\.  need  of  expert  ex- 
amination could  be  followed  uP;  in 
Lynn  about  25  per  cent  and  in  New 
Bedford  50  per  cent.  If  it  had  been 
possible  to  secure  reports  on  all  the 
children  having  either  low  vision 
record  or  difficulty  in  seeing  their 
work,  more  who  need  special  teachingl 
would  have  been  found." 

The  commission  then  goes  on  to  say 
that  it  can  be  stated  with  certainty 
that  the  minimum  demand  is  for  de- 
fective eyesight  classes  for  20  children 


in  Cambridge,  15  in  Lynn  and  33  in  New 
Bedford. 

;'The  facts  brought  out  in  this  year's 
study,"  the  commission  says,  "more 
than  confirm  the  estimate  that  at  least 
one-tenth  of  1%  of  all  school  children^ 
require  special  education  in  defective 
eyesight  or  conservation  of  eyesight 
classes.  In  the  cities  studied  this  year 
—Cambridge,  Lynn  and  New  Bedford— 
at  least  17%  of  the  40,259  public  school 
children  should  be  transferred  to  such 
special  classes." 

The  report  then  goes  on  to  say  that 
because  of  the  uniformity  in  figures 
shown  through  all  six  of  the  cities 
where  the  investigations  were  made,  it 
is  safe  to  assume  that  17%  of  the  382,548 
children  in  the  city  schools  or  at  least 
650,  and  an  equal  number  of  the  193,962 
children  in  the  country  schools,  or  aC 
least  330,  may  bo  expected  to  need  spe- 
cial training. 

All  of  the  actual  examinations  made 
by   the  commission   in   the  compilation 
of  actual  cases  and  percentages  based 
en  them       were  taken       in  the  second, 
grades  of  the  schools  in  the  cities  set 
apart  for  the  inquiry.     The  only  excep- 
tion to  this  was  in  Lawrence,  where  the 
second  grade  pupils  were  not  examined 
for  eyesight  tests  a  year  ago.    To  rem- 
edy   that    defect    the    board    examined 
those  same  pupils  this  year  in  the  third 
grade     The  result  was  the  same,  show- 
ing a  srfartling  uniformity  of  defective, 
i  vision  among  school  children. 
I     In    this    connection    the    board    calls 
attention    to    the    fact    that    the    estl- 
'  mates  it  furnishes  are  based  on  the  stu- 
dies of  children  lahoring  under  the  most 
cbvlous  visual  handicaps. 
j     "A   careful    examination    of   the   lessi 
obviously  handicapped,"  it  says,  "might 
'easily  multiply  'he  figures  by  four.     A. 
study  of  this  year's     figures     suggests 
that  it  the  percentages  of  children  of 
each  vision  level  found  to  require  spe- 
cial classes  hold  at  all  true  for  larger 
numbers,    further   examinations    would 
I  show   that    8%    of   the   children    in    the 
cities  studied  require  special  classes  " 
The  report  that  goes  on  to  say  that 
if   it   is  assumed   that   only   4%   of  the. 
i school  population   in   the  cities  studied 
require       special       defective      eyesight 
iclasses  "it  is  probably  safe  to  say  that 
4%   of  the  whole       school       population 
should  be  similarly  provided  for," 


An   act     of   this   year's     Legislature, 
chapter  160,   general  ^cts   of  1916,   pro- 
vides the  machinery  for  the  special  de- 
fective eyesight  classes  in  the  schools, 
that  law  giving      to  the       commission 
authority    to   register     those       persona 
whose  eyesight  is  seriously  defective  or 
who  are  ]iable  to  become  visually  han- 
dicapped  or  blind     and     to   take   such 
measures,    "in  co-op^eration  with   other 
authorities,"  as  It  may  deem  advisable' 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  con-1 
servation  of  eyesight,  and,  in  apptopri-' 
ate  coses,    "for   the  education   of  chil- 
dren," and  for  the  vocational  guidance 
of   adults    having     seriously    defective 
§ish,t,':„. 
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tLINb  N|EN  OPEN  SHOP 

Carlsonor*t"^osta 


Axel  Carlson  I'JP'l^osta  Street,  who 
has  been  blind  two  years,  arid  Au 
gust  Kellstrom,  blind  about  the  same 
length  of  time,  have  opened  a  small 
shop  at  Mr.  Kellstrom's  farm  in  Gran- 
ite Street,  for  the  manufacture  of 
baskets. 
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^!EN  A  basket! 

MAKING  SHOP  IN  QUINSIGAMONDi 

Axel  Carlson,  9  Kosta  street,  who  hasi 
been  blind  two  years,  and  August  Kell-] 
Strom,  Granite  street,  blind  for  about  the 
same  length  of  time,  have  opened  a  small 
shop  at  Mr.  Kellstrom's  farm.  Granite 
street,   for  the  manufacture  of  baskets. 

Mr.  Carlson  and  Mr.  Kellstrom  both 
have  attended  the  school  for  blind  people 
In  Cambridge,  and  it  was  there  they 
learned  how  to  make  them. 

The.  baskets  are  made  In  a  little  work- 
shop constricted  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Kellr 
Strom's  home^  and  many  have  visited  the 
place  since  it  was  opened  a  few  weeks 
ago.  I 

Mr.  Kellstrom  has  started  raising  hisi 
own  willows,  on  about  a  half  acre  of  land  I 
ij\  the  ?ear  of  the  workshop,  and  yester- 
day these  willows  which  look  like  heavy  | 


straw,  were  about  two  feet  tall,  and  it 
l§eeiTft  terfain  that  Mr.  Kellstrom  will  be 
assured  of  a  heavy  crop  in  the  fall. 

Baskets  of  all  shapes  and  designs  are 
made  in  the  little  shop  and  many  of  these 
are  sent  tc  the  Wyman  &.  Gordon  Co., 
where  Mr.  Kellstrom  was  employed  be- 
fore becoming  blind,  and  are  sold  to  the 
workmen,  many  of  whom  are  friends  of 
Mr.  Kellstrom. 

Both  Mr.  Carlson  and  Mr.  Kellstrom, 
though  totally  blind,  are  enjoying  excel- 
lent health,  and  can  be  found  at  the 
workshop  six  days  a  week  from  7  o'clock 
in  the  morning  until  5  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Carlson,  who  lives  a,bout  IVi  miles 
from  the  workshop,  rides  to  his  work  at  6 
o'clock  every  morning  on  Anderson  Bros.' 
motor  truck,  which  makes  a  trip  to  Sut- 
ton every  day  after  a  load  of  milk,  and 
he  returns  on  the  electric  cars,  accompa- 
nied by  one  of  Mr.  Kellstrom's  children 
at  night. 

Mr.  Carlson  is  able  to  find  his  way 
about  the  streets  of  Quinsigamond  alone, 
being  familiar  with  the  sidewalks  and 
streets,  and  goes  to  the  barber  shop  and 
stores    unaccompanied. 

Previous  to  becoming  blind  more  than 
two  years  ago,  Mr.  Carlson  was  a  chauf- 
feur for  Anderson  Bros.,  milk  dealers,  21 
Ekman  street,  and  was  also  employed  as 
a  teamster  by  F-  O.  Arnold. 

Mr.  Kellstrom  before  becoming  blind 
was  employed  at  the  Wyman  &  Gordon 
Co.  He  attended  the  school  for  the  blind 
in  Cambridge  for  four  months  and  Mr. 
Carlson  was  a  student  there  nine  months 
and  would  have  been  graduated  from  the 
school  with  high  honors  in  a  few  weeks, 
but  became  sick  with  a  tumor  in  the  head. 

Straw  seats  for  chairs  are  also  made  at 
the  shop,  but  Mr.  Kellstrom  said  that  he 
and  Mr.  Carlson  intend  to  make  a  special- 
ty of  making  baskets,  which  he  believes 
will  find  a  ready  sale  in  Worcester. 
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^  -^^^iflHHRHHV^^^'^^'"  pupils  at 
the  schooVTOr^hrblind  at  Cambridge, 
have  started  a  basket-making  business 
near  Worcester.  They  are  Axel  Carl- 
i£on  and  August  Kellstrom,  each  of* 
jwhorn  lost  his  sight  but  two  years  ago. 
They  are  raising  their  own  willows  and 
have  half  an  tucre,  now  about  two  feet 
tall,  in  the  rear  of  their  little  workshop. 
iThe  baskets  they  make  are  declared  to 
Ibe  excellent  ar((l  they  are  quite  cheered 
jat  their  prospect  of  making  a  living 
despite  the  severe  handicap. 
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ijarvard    Alliance,    composed    of 
. s    of    the    shops    of    the 
^  Commission  for  the  Bi 

i  in  Malta  Hall,  Prosper  - 

cenaior  James  W.  Bean  as  a  guest. 
During  the  evening  he  was  presented 
with  a  silver  basket  made  by  the  blind 
as  a  token  of  appreciation  of  his  ef- 
forts in  their  behajf  at  the  State  House 
the  past  year.  William  J.  McKeever 
presided  and  the  presentation  was  made 
by   Edwin   D.    Stickney. 
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READINQ   CIRCLE  FOR  BLIND 
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,^uc|«ssful     Year's 
Fmlshed — Plans  foi 


Work  Just 
Llshed — Plans  for  More  Meet- 
ings in  the  Fall 
The  reading  circle  for  the  blind  has 
closed  another  successful  year's  work. 
The  meetingrs  will  probably  be  re- 
sumed in  the  fall  under  the  auspices 
of  the  City  library  as  heretofore.  The 
reading  circle  for  the  blind  is  a  lil>tle 
company  of  blind  people,  all  who  could 
be  found  in  the  city  who  were  able  to 
come,  who  have  been  meeting  on  Sat- 
urday afternoons  for  two  years  in  o 
cozy  little  room  in  the  South  church 
parish  house.  The  number  is  not 
large  only  17  different  blind  people 
having  attended  during  the  past  year, 
10  men  and  seven  women.  The  toteil 
attendance  has  been  285,  the  average 
seven.  Some  of  the  people  come  un- 
attended, others  bring  guides,  some 
friend  or  relative  who  soon  feels  him- 
self a  member  of  the  circle.  There  Is 
always  a  little  time  at  the  opening 
and  close  of  the  session  of  pleasant 
chat,  and  sometimes  one  of  %he  mem- 
bers emtertain  the  others  by  playing 
or   singing,  i 

The  members  of  the  circle  have  ai 
keen  Interest  in  current  events,  and.  :f' 
the  speaker  touches  upon  them,  he  is 
sure  to  invite  a  fire  of  questions  which 


keep  his  wits  alert  t>o  answer.  In- 
deed, whatever  the  subject,  there  is 
likely  to  be  more  or  lees  discussion 
showing-  active  brains  and  close  touch 
with  the  interests  of  seeing  people. 
Travel  is  a  favorite  subject  when  giv- 
en by  some  one  who  has  been  over  the 
j  ground  himself.  The  following  are 
'some  of  the  topics  which  have  been 
covered  in  the  year  which  has  closed: 
Russia,  Naples.  California.  Switzer- 
land. Iceland.  India,  the  South,  Con- 
stantinople. Spain,  Napoleon.  Nietzs- 
che, Hampton  Institute,  St  John's 
church,  life  among  the  Indians,  and 
Red  cross  work, 

[  The  following  speakers  have  given 
I  their  services:  Prof  H.  M.  Bowden, 
Mrs  Charles  H.  Barrows,  Ernest  New- 
ton Bagg,  Mrs  John  MacDuffie.  Mrs  A. 
C.  Starr.  Rev  Dr  Neil  McPherson, 
Henry  Martyn  Morgan,  H.  C.  Well- 
man.  Miss  Eunice  Avery,  Rev  W.  W. 
Weeks.  H.  M.  Vanderbilt,  Rev  Dr  E. 
A.  Elliott,  Rev  L.  F.  Giroux.  Charles 
G.  Whi1>ing,  Edward  Appleton,  Bth«I 
Johnson.  Rev  Arthur  H.  Hope.  Clara 
'M.  Shurtleff.  Felix  RoseUi.  Miss  Ber- 
tha McConkey.  George  S  Payne.  Mrs 
Joseph  Hamburger,  William  B.  Med- 
licott,  Mrs  Matthew  B.  Field,  Miss 
Claxa  Boatwick,  Lucy  B.  Cole,  Rev 
Herbert  E.  Thayer,  Miss  Alic©  M. 
Pierce,  W.  S.  C.  Russell,  David  Owl, 
Raymond  Frank,  Miss  Amy  Alexander, 
Mrs  J.   F.  Jennings,  and  Ralph  Ellis. 


£  OsXoy\  ,  1^^5  5.,  Hcl\/€.-ri:t^e^. 


^LIND  MAN  CAN  STAlfo  ON 
I  •"PAUK  ;!il'."<?HURCH  STEPS 

Rev.  A.  Z.  Conrad,  pastor  of  the 
Park  St.  Church,  yesterday  took  a 
hand  in  the  controversy  being  waged 
over  the  order  of  the  police  which 
prevents  blind  men  and  hawkers  from 
taking  positions  on  sidewalks.  It  be- 
came known  that  Dr.  Conrad  has 
stated  that  he  will  allow  the  blind 
man  who.  for  years,  has  stood  in 
front  of  the  Granary  Burying  Ground, 
to  take  a  new  position  on  the  steps  of 
I  the  Park  St.  Church. 

When  the  order  first  became  known, 
many  prominent  business  men  who 
had  seen  this  blind-vender  took  an 
active  interest  in  his  case  and  tried 


to  see  if  some  consideration  could 
be  shown  him.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  secure  him  the  right  to  stand  on 
the  burying  ground  steps  but  it  was 
found  that  these  steps  came  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  street  commis- 
sioner and,  it  is  understood,  the  over- 
seers of  the  burying  ground  entered 
objection. 

Dr.  Conrad  was  appealed  to  and  the 
result  was  that  he  granted  permU- 
sion  to  the  blind  man  to  stand  on  the 
steps. 
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"  'Two  blind  men,  former  pupils  at* 
the  schooiNi«»ithe  blind  at  Cambridg 
have  started  a  basket-mgiking  busi- 
ness near  "VS'jbrcester.  They  are  Axel 
Carlson  and  August  Kellstrom,  each 
of  whom  lost  his  sight  but  two  years 
ago.  They  are  raising  their  own  wil- 
lows and  have  half  an  acre,  now  about 
two  feet  tall,  in  the  rear  of  their  little 
workshop.  The  baskets  they  make  are 
declared  to  be  excellent  and  they  ai^ 
cheered'  at  their  prospect  of  making  a] 
living  despite  their  severe  handicap.     5 


C&.vv\b'r'ucL<^e>,  (VVs^ss.,  SirandlaLircL 
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URGE  APPOINTMENT 
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OF  BLIND  MAN 


Mary  M.  McClintock  ^  this  city,! 
secretary  of  the  BJin^^  Welfare' 
League,  was  promineiir*B^  ^TC- 
gation  which  called  upon  Governor 
McCall  yesterday  to  urge  the  ap- 
pointment of  Xeil  J.  Devlin  of  East 
Boston,  a  blind  man,  as  a  member 
of  the  'Massachusetts  Commission 
for  the  Blind.  A  number  of  blind 
people  were  members  of  the  delega- 
tion. 
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LYNN  WOMAN  PLEADS 
MFORE  THE  GOVERNOR 

:;  The  appointment  of  Neil  J.  Devlin  of 
East  Boston,  a  blind  man,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  M— fte^iiiBflittiL  comml^'^Ton 
for  the  blind,  was  urged  by  a  delega- 
tion of  blind  people,  including^^EWit^ 
Elmer  of  this  city,  who  called  on  Gov. 
McCall  at  the  State  House  yesterday. 
There  were  seven  people  in  the  dele- 
gation who  called  on  the  governor,  SsJil 
of  them  graduates  of  the  Perkins  lh\ 
stitution  for  the  Blind.  \ 

The  tenn  of  Walter  B.  Snow  of  Wa- 
tertown,  secretary  of  the  commission, 
expires  In  a  short  time,  and  the  dele- 
gation, which  was  headed  by  George 
W.  Jones,  president  of  the  Blind  Wel- 
fare league,  hoped  Gov.  McCall  would 
appoint  Mr.  Devlin. 

Mary  M.  McClintock  of  Cambridge, 
secretary  of  the  Blind  Welfare  league, 
was  among  Mr.  Devlin's  supporters. 
The  governor  was  told  that  the  dele- 
gation believed  a  blind  man  would 
best  understand  the  needs  of  blind 
people  and  would  express  their  point 
of  view  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
commission.  The  governor  took  the 
matter   under_cons|j2g{;|^{y^m„,,,,,^i, 


-tjostovu,   'M^S5'.    G-Uob€^ 


Deleoatlon  Asks  MoCall  to  Name 
'*^— ^  Devlin  to   Board 

A  delegation  of  blind  people  called 
upon  Gov  McCall  yesterday  and  urged 
him  to  approve  of  the  appointment  of 
Nell  J.  Devlin  of  East  Boston,  a  blind 
man,  as  a  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  for  the  Blind. 

The  term  of  Walter  B.  Snow  of  Water- 
town,  secretary  of  the  commission,  ex- 
pires in  a  short  time,  and  the  delega- 
tion, which  was  headed  by  George  W. 
Jones,  president  of  the  Blind  Welfare 
League,  hoped  Gov  McCall  would  ap- 
point  Mr  Dgvlfn' , 


^ a^l-^h^y^-v-x.  >  Msues.Tree  Vr^^ 
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.  PERIOWN 

jSiilegation  of  blind  people  called 
ipon  Gov.  McCall  Thursday  and  urged 
him  to  approve  of  the  appointment  of 
Neil  J.  Devlin  of  East  Boston,  a  blind! 
man,  as  a  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  for  the  Blind.  The 
term  of  Walter  B.  Snow  of  Watertown,, 
Secretary  of  the  Commission,  expires 
in  a  short  time,  and  the  delegation, 
which  was  headed  by  George  W.  Jones, 
President  of  the  Blind  Welfare  League, 
hoped  Gov.  McCall  would ^PPpoint  Mr. 
Devlin.  The  query  naturally  suggests 
itself — what  is  the  matter  with  reap- 
^^uting  Mv.  Snow. 


A^t^lg.bo-rj  ,   iV\5L^t>»,    Sv-vu. 
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W'^       AsV   For   iBIin^lan. 

(TOV\MfcCall  gave  Wlflirmg  yester- 
da^UiJ^egard  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Dnnd  man  on  the  commission  for 
the  blind,  to  seven  graduates  of  the 
Perkins  Institute  for  the  blind.  Myra 
Heap  of  this  city  was  one  of  the 
seven  who  interviewed  the  governor. 
Th-e  governor  did  not  commit  himself, 
definitely,  but  said  their  proposltioa 
seemed  reasonable. 
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]^Mise  '^^arrener  of  this  city  was  one 
;e  of  seven  erraduates  of 
institution  for  the  blind, 
South  Boston,  who  yesterday  cailillllHHi 
Gov.  McCall  and  ur^ed  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  blind  man  on  the  commission 
for  the  blind. 
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BLIND  MAN  NAMED 

After^^conference  with  several 
blincLpecple  regarding  the  appoint-; 
meiK^^  a  Vlind  man  on  the  Com- 
mi$aoilL  t#*\  the  Blind,  Governor 
McCalrSvWrfe  not  desiring  to  com- 
mit himself  definitely,  said  that 
their  proposition  "seemed  reason- 
able." 

Those  present  were  Edith  El- 
mer of  Lynn,  George  W.  Janes  of 
Boston,  Mary  McClintock  of  Cam- 
bridge, Louise  Warrener  of  Fall 
River,  Myra  Heap  of  Attleboro 
c^nd  Olive  Davis  of  Wakefield. 
X  hey  are  all  graduates  of  the  Per 
..  ns  xx&scituuon  Twr    <>xie  Blind. 


JjOi^'tow^,   i-'v  a^SS  .  >  He,^<5x.l.cL' 
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lAMBRlDGE  MEN  URGE 

SNOW'S  REAPPOINTMENT 


As 


tJ^' 


overnor  to   Keep  Secretary  of 
Board  of  Blind. 

Gov.  McCall  received  a  deleg-ation  of 
blind  persons  from  Cambridgre  yesterday 
who  urged  the  reappointment  of  Walter 
Bradlee  Snow  of  Watertown,  secretary 
of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for 
the   BUn^ 

L.  W^rafbom,  M.  J.  Ryan,  J,  H.  Mc- 
Donald, W.  J.  McKeever  from  the  Har- 
vard Alliance  of  Cambridge  were  pres- 
ent and  were  accompanied  by  Senator 
James  W.   Bean  and  E.  D.   Stickney. 

Last  week  another  delegation  repre- 
senting the  Blind  Welfare  League  urged 
the  Governgr  to  nominate  a  blind  man 
to  serve  on  the  commission  at  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Snow's  term  oJL Office. 
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ASK  tor  mind  Man  il^ 

The  governor  is  af^^'^fJIving:  some 
trouble  with  the  appointment  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  to 
succeed  Walter  Bradlee  Snow  of  Wa- 
tertown,  whose  term  is  about  to  expire. 
Last  week  a  delegation  of  blind  citizens 
called  on  the  governor  and  urged  the 
appointment  of  a  blind  man  to  the 
board.  Yesterday  another  delegation  of 
the  blind  conferred  with  the  governor 
and  urged  the  reappointment  of  Snow, 
who  Is  secretary  of  the  board.  At  yes- 
terday's meeting  1j.  W.  Kilborn,  M.  J. 
Ryan,  J.  H.  McDonald  and  W.  J.  Mc- 
Keever  from  the  Harvard  Alliance  ot 
Cambridge  were  present,  accompanied 
by  Senator  -James  W.  Bean  and  E.  D. 
Stickney. 


^/ 


*¥«eFV«»r©r)r  MciCaU.  rfeeeiv<'<^  a  delg^S? 
tion  of  blnid  people  from  Oambridge 
on  Tuesday.  They  urged  the  re-ap- 
pointment of  Walter  Bradlee  Snow,  of 
Watertown,  as  secretary  of  the  Massa-j 
chusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind.  L. 
W.  Kilborn.  M.  J.  Ryan,  f^^^trmff^iMfi'^ 
aid,  W.  J.  McKeever  from  the  Harvard 
Alliance  of  /Cambridge  were  present 
and  werfi'^/a.cc^mpanied  by  Senator 
James'  "^.^  fei&a'n^ 'ana'" E.  ii.  Stickney.j 
Last  week  a  delegation  Representing 
the  Blind  Welfare  League  urged  the! 
g-overnor  to  nominate  a  blind  man  toi 
iserve  on  the  commission  at  the  ex-; 
piration  of  Mr.  (Snow's  term  of  ofHce.  J 
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DEVLIN  APPOINTMENT 
ADVOCATED  BY  JACKSON 


[  state  House,  Boston,  July  26.— f  ®n- 
ator  George  H.  Jackson  of  Lynn  called 
upon  Governor  Samuel  W.  McCall  to- 
day to  urge  the  appointment  of  Neal 
Devlin  of  East  Boston  to  the  state 
commission  for  tll©""6W??h.  Senator 
Jackson  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
all  matters  affecting  those  afflicted 
with  blindness  in  this  state  during  the 
past  year  and  he  is  anxious  that  the 
personnel  of  the  commission  for  the 
blind  be  kept  up  to  the  highest  stand- 
ards of  ability. 


K  \xrbuen&a.cC,  rAa.^s.>  l^Ac^sse^vugiio^. 


S  e  f-^'f  c.v->v  b€,nr 


Girls'   Club    Fair. 

The  Girls'  Club  fair  was  held  in  the 
Old  Town  Hall,  last  Wednesday  after- 
noon and  evening  and  in  spite  of  un- 
propitious  weather,  was  a  success.  The 
tables  were  well  supplied  and  the  young 
ladies  proved  enticing  saleswomen. 

The  articles  which  were  made  by  Miss 
Gladys  Collins,  under  the  direction  uf 
teachers  from  the  Perkins  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  were  especially  worthy  of  note 
and  showed  to  what  extent  the  fingers 
may  be  trained  when  the  eyes  are  una- 
vailable. 


{t.  \i  OD^ctVor^.  Ma.S5..  iV\e,ro-ucT-( 
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WOMAN'S  CLUB 


ties   to    Begin 


Season's    Activities    to     t5egi 
Friday,  with  an    "At-Home" 
in  New  Club  House. 


The  "^Voman's  club  will  opon  its  sea 
j?on     of    activities    on     Frid.iy     of    rhis 
week  with  an  at  home  in  the  new  club 
house. 

The  club's  calender  for  October 
and  November  is  as  follows: 

Friday,  October  6 — The  executive 
board  will  b6  at  home  at  the  club 
house  from  5  to  7  o'clock.  Club 
members  and  thase  on  the  waiting  list 
are  cordially  invited.  Business  meet- 
ing: at  the  First  Uantist  church  at  8 
o'clock. 

Friday.  C>ctober  2  0 — At  4  p.  m.  in 
Duff  hall  "The  Grotesque  and  the 
Beautiful  in  Dress,"  Miss  Grace  Rip- 
ley. Miss  Ripley  illustrates  her  lec- 
ture with  costumes  on  living  models. 
Presejited  by  the  art  committee.  Miss 
Lucy    C.    Bedlow,    chairman. 

Friday,  November  3 — At  8  p.  ni.  in 
the  First  BaiUist  church  "Aloha" 
Land,  illustrated  by  storeo|)t)<_;iu,  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Shoclijley.  Hawaiiaji  IMusic. 
Ukulele,  Miss  Florence  I-?.  Taber.  Triii- 
tar,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Shock  ley.  J 'resented 
by  education  committee. 

P^riday,  November  17 — At  4  p.  m.,  in 
First  Baptist  church.  "Russia  Today," 
Morris  G.  Hindus.  Presented  by  Cur- 
rent Events  committee.  Miss  Elizabeth 
E.    Omey,    chairman. 

A  bazaar  will  be  held  at  the  club 
house,  beginning-  the  afternoon  of 
November  6  and  lasting  through  the 
evening  of  November  11.  A  luncheon 
will  be  served  on  Tuesday  noon  and  a 
supper    on    Thursday    night. 

Mrs.  Tillinghast  '  will  give  a  series 
of  talks  on  Textiles  and  Tapestries  on 
A^'ednesday  afternoons,  dates  to  be  an- 
nounced. 
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i  Friday,  October  13  and  2  7,  from 
{3.30  to  5  o'clock  in  tlio  cUib  house, 
Reading-  Circle,  open  to  all  nieinl)v^rs, 
with  privilege  of  handiwork  during- 
the  readins:. 

Friday,  iSJoveniber  3  0  and  24  from 
'3.30  to  .5  o'clock  in  the  club  house, 
reading  circle.  In  charge  of  literature 
committee,  Ida  A.  McAfee,  chairman. 
The  literature  committee  hopes,, 
thro^<h  the  reading  circle  for  club 
memoers,  to  be  held  in  the  club  house 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Friday  after- 
noons in  each  month,  to  ^fford  an  in- 
tellectual interest  and  social  opportu- 
nity of  real  value.  No  registration  is 
necessary,  and  handiwork  is  cordially 
permitted. 

The  i-eading  circle  for  the  blind  will 
meet  this  season  a^- e p MafarfJiMcuiitfe.*^  club 
house  on  the  second  and  To'urth  Fri- 
day afternoons  and  tohejwise  on  Wed- 
nesdays, from  3.15  to  5.00;  and  club 
members  who  are  coming-  to  the  club 
reading  circle  are  particularly  invited 
to  act  as  guides  to  the^^^oij^d.  The 
two  circles  will  be  independorTf  of  each 
other,  but  meting  twice  a  month  on 
the  same  afternoon  will  give  club 
members  a  chance  to  guide  the  blind 
lat  those  times  with  little  inconxen- 
ience  to  themselves.  Volunteers  for 
iguide  service  for  October  and  Novem- 
ber are  wanted.  Notify  by  mail  Miss 
Ida  A.  McAfee,  114  Chancery  sereet, 
volunteering  for  specified  dates  when 
that  is  possible. 

A  course  of  ten  less'ons  in  parlia- 
mentary law  wil  be  given  by  Mrs. 
Electra  Sherman,  of  Boston,  the  second 
jand  fourth  Saturdays  of  the  month 
beginning  November  11,  in  the  club 
'house,  open  to  club  members  and 
qualifying  waiting   list  members.     ( 

A  lecture  by  Prof.  George  P.  Bakejr 
of  Harvard  on  "The  Art  of  Play-writ- 
ing" is  announced  for  B'riday  evening, 
November  10,  in  the  First  Baptist 
fchurch.  The  proceeds  of  this  lecture 
Will  be  donated  by  the  music  commit- 
tee to  the  club  house  fund. 

Miss  Edith  K.  Tripp  has  consented 
to  serve  as  chairman  of  the  house 
committee  in  place  of  Mrs.  Kaharl,  re- 
sigaied. 


V  cU^toV^ 
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MOVE  TO  PROTECT 
BLIND  PEDESTRIANS 

1 

Teamsters    Want    Law    t(r 

Safeguard  Those  Who 

Have  Lost  Eyesight. 


A  conference  with  the  Commission  for 
the  Blindjjji^yiiii^equested  by  a  com- 
n^ittee  representing  the  Teamsters'  Joint 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
question  of  legislation  which  will  bet- 
ter safeguard  the  interests  of  blind  per- 
sons who  w^alk  about  the  streets  un- 
attended. 

This  was  the  action  recommended  by 
a  special  committee  of  the  council  which 
has  been  investigating  thfs  subject  for 
a  number  of  weeks,  as  a  result  of  re- 
ports made  by  the  members  of  the  dif- 
ferent unions.  A  resolution  recommend- 
ing this  action  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

The  committee  reported  that  their 
investigation  seemed  to  bear  out  the 
statements  of  members  of  the  unions 
Vrho  drive  teams  and  auto  trucks 
through  the  streets  that  the  number  of 
blind  persons  who  cross  the  streets  un- 
attended is  increasing.  The  manner  in 
which  they  cross  does  not  seem  safe 
to  the  teamsters,  and  for  that  reason 
they  would  like  to  have  some  legisla- 
tion  whiph  will  change   conditions. 
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V\»^ORK.  FOR  THE.  BLiXD 

At  the  lecent  mof;Ci':»g-  cfTTT?^?© men's 
club,  Mrs.  Alyah  Sturs(?ss  reported  for' 
tho  cornmittet;  on  work  for  the  blind, 
whicli  has  bi-on  ?oing-  on  in  a  quiet  but 
effecti-ve  way  for  some  months.  Her  re- 
port  said,    in   part: 

In  lS,p6^  the  Maysachusstts  commis- 
sion for  th?  blind  formed  local  com- 
mitte-i  in  many  towns  of  the  state  lo 
o©-©per?t?,  with  i-ts  work  in  Boston. 
Mrs.  Charles  T.  Eiilings  was  appointed 
the  Lowell  chairm.an  and  her  committee 
was  made;  a  sub-committee  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Woman's  ckib.  Money,  has  been 
raised  by  two  sales  and  a  lecture  given 
at  the  homes  of  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. Clothing,  food,  eyeglasses  for 
schoci  children,  boxes  at  Christmastlde 
foi-  the  blind  at  the  City  hospital  have 
beet;  pro^aded.  Material  aid  has  been 
supplemented  by  many  friendly  calls. 
The  committee  has  co-operated  with 
the  anti-tuberculosis  council,  the  Social 
Service  league  and  the  charity  depart- 
ment of  Lowell. 

It  has  also  encouraged  the  sending 
of  work  to  the  workshop  for  the  blind 
in  Moody  street,  where  blind  men  are 
as^sisted  by  the  state  to  learn  a  trade. 

The  funds  of  the  committee  are  now 
exhausted  and  an  appeal  is  made  to 
club  members  and  the  public  of  Lowell 
to  l^d. 


•/<^  / 
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WOJLK  IN  BEHALF  " 

^  ^  OF  THE  BLIND 

At  the  Monday  afternoon  meeting 
of  the  Middlesex  Women's  Club,  Mrs. 
Alvah  Sturgess  reported  for  the  com- 
mittee on  work  for  the  blind,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  will  be  contirlUfffH"  with  re- 
newed interest.  The  following-  is  a 
quotation   from    the   report: 

In  1906  the  Massachusetts  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind  formed  local  com- 
mittees in  many  towns  of  the  state  to 
cooperate  with  its  work  in  Boston, 
Mrs.  Charles  T.  Billings  was  appoint- 
ed the  Lowell  chairman  and  her  com- 
mittee  was   made   a  sub -committee   of 


the  Middlesex  Women's  Club.  JMoney 
has  been  raised  by  two  sales  and  a 
lecture  g'iven  at  the  homes  of  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  Clothing,  food, 
eyeglasses  for  school  children,  boxes 
at  Christmastide  for  the  blind  at  the 
City  hospital  have  been  provided.  Ma- 
terial aid  }vd.s  been  suppJemented  by 
many  friendly  calls.  The  committee 
has  cooperated  with  the  anti-tuber- 
culosis council,  the  Social  Service 
League  and  the  charity  department  of 
Lowell. 

It  has  also  encouraged  the  sending 
of  work  to  the  workshop  for  the  blind! 
in  Moody  street,  where  blind  men  are! 
assisted  by  the  state  to  learn  a  trade. 

The  funds  of  the  committee  are  now 
exhausted  ^nd  an  appeal  is  made  to' 
club  members  and  the  public  of  Lowell; 
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An  industry  "for  the  Blind  **•] 

:;ri*rdt  an  industry  f<MM)*W*fHBl,  to! 


be  esWLb'lisiliOT^n  tihis  city,  is  now  being 
devel(5tred  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  At 
■present  theire  are  about  40  blind  persons 
Irx  Springfield  and  it  is  thought  that  some 
industry  at  which  they  might  work  would 
be  the  meiams  of  lightening  their  bur- 
dens. In  accordance  with  this  idea,  the 
Board  of  Trade  interested  the  State  Com-j 
mission  on  the  Blind  and  a  repr©senta-| 
tive  of  that  commiissiion  ,app'ea.red  in  thei 
city  yesterday  to  look  over  the  ground. 
Protestations  have  been  made  by  several 
of  the  blind,  however,  and  it  is  uncertain 
as  to  whether  such  an  institution  will  be 
formed  here.  If  the  majority  of  those 
affected,  however,  desire  to  have  some  in-i 
dustTy  sitabliS'hed,  it  is  quite  possiblej 
tluait  the  state  miay  be  influeoiced  to  es-! 
i^Wfh,  one.  J 


i 
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r"A  most  surprising  and  interesting 
exhibition   of  art  fabric  ^^|iiiilg  as 

executed    by    II        I  ||||il Hi    I         the 

superintendence  .or  'the  Massachu- 
setta  C.  Amission  -for  the  Blind,  Is 
now  to  be  seen  at  the  Little  Gallery.^ 
No.  15  East  Fortieth  Street,  until 
the  end  of  the  week. 

There  are  perhaps  150  pieces  to 
be  seen.  These  include  table  scarfs; 
fancy  bags,  automobile  pillows,  sets 
of  squares  for  porch  tea  tables, 
hangings,  book  ends,  table  covers, 
children's  toibs  and  tray  cloths.  The 
commission  furnished  the  hangings 
for  a  room  at  the  Panama- Pacific 
Exposition,  which  attracted  mijcli 
favorable  attention. 


N  (^  ^J  b  ix r-w  A  cr\".   l\A  i>^ :>  5 .  >  I'/e.  -o- s 


No/^rv\be-r   ^.    Hib. 


Dr.  Lyman  Asa  Jones,  director  of  the 
division  of  hygiene  of  the  state  de- 
partment of  health  was  the  speaker 
vegterday  afternoon  at  the  monthly 
neeting  of  the  Woman's  club,  held  at 
he  High  school  hall.  Mrs?  F.  N.  Conr 
mt,  president  of  the  organization,  pro- 
;ided. 

Dr.  Jones  illustrated  his  talk  with 
ibout  50  slides,  showing  to  advantage 
vhat  the  state  is  doing  in  hygiene,  es- 
3ecially  in  the  schools.  His  talk  was 
k^ery  interesting  and  instructive. 

Previous  to  the  meeting,  a  most  in- 
:eresting  exhibit  of  handwork  of  the 
blind,  which  was  done  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Commission 
for  the  Blind;  was  made.  Mrs.  George 
A.  Learn^lB^nd  Mrs.  W.  A.  Kinsman 
had  charge  of  this  part  of  the  pro- 
gramme. It  inCjluded,  handwoven  fab- 
rics, fashioned  into  bags,  scarfs,  run- 
ners, children's  bibs,  hana  and  machine 
stitched  household  supplies,  knitted  ana 
crocheted  goods,  baby  jackets  and  other 
articles. 
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^ewburyport  Woman's  Club 

Dr.  Lyman  Asa  Jones  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Health  was  the  speaker  at  the 
meeting  on  Wednesday.  His  talk  was  il- 
lustrated with  slides  showing  what  the 
State  ie  doing  in  hygiene,  especially  in  the 
schools.  An  interesting  exhibit  of  handi- 
work under  the  direction  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  for  the  Blind  was  shown. 
A  favorable  report  was  made  regarding 
starting  story  telling  to  children  on  Sat- 
urday afternoons  under  the  civics  depart- 
ment. Under  conservation  department  a 
bird  cluib  has  been  formed. 
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WORK  OF  TH B*4iiyjy4J^ 

The  public  Is  cordially  invited  to  at- 
tend an  exhibit  and  sale  for  a  most 
worthy  cause  at  the  Yv'cman's  Club  on 
Walnut  street.  Monday.  From  11  a,  m. 
until  6  p.  m.  handiwork  of  the  blind' 
will  be  on  exhibition  and  sale  under 
the  direction  of  the  Massachusetts  com- 
mission for  the  blind,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  sale  will  be  a  large  one.  From 
a  point  of  interest  alone,  however,  the 
exhibition  will  be  one  that  will  well 
repay,  in  surprise  at  the  handicraft  of 
those  who  have  been  deprived  of  that 
seemingly  most  essential  of  the  senses, 
sight,  and  in  delight  for  lovers  of  that 
which  is  at  once  useful  and  beautiful, 
any  who  take  the  small  trouble  to  visit 
the  club  rooms.  Tho  work  on  exhibi- 
tion and  sale  will  inchjde  the  follow- 
ing; articles: 

Hand  woven  fabrics,  fashioned  into 
bags,  scarfs,  runners,  children's  bibs,, 
hangings,  etc.;  hand  and  machine- 
stitched  supplies,  Including  towels, 
aprons,  cleaning  cloths,  etc.;  knitted 
and  crocheted  goods,  including  baiby 
jackets,  bed  socks,  mittens,  etc.;  braid- 
ed rugs  of  new  woolen  material;  and 
basket*. 
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The  November  meeting  of  the 
Woman's  club  of  Fall  River  was  held 
yesterday  afternoon  at  4  in  the  club 
house  on  Walnut  street  with  a  very 
large  number  present.  President  Mrs. 
Charles  H.  Warner  presided,  and,  after 
the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary, Miss  Lillian  F.  Ashworth,  an- 
nounced that  at  the  next  meeting  of 
khe  club  there  would  oe  a  .slight 
change  in  the  text  of  the  by-laws.  Mrs. 
Warner  also  announced  that  at  the 
meeting  of  the  club  on  Dec.  18  in 
Music  hall,  members  v/ere  privile  ;ed 
to  bring  as  many  children  as  they 
wished.  Dr.  Chauncey  J.  Hawkins 
will  give  an  illustrated  lecture  on 
"Bright  Eyes  and  Wild  Hearts  of  Our 
Northern  Woods." 

Work   of  jhe    Blind 

Previous  to  the  clufr" WW6 tllTg  the  an- 
nual exhibition  and  sale  of  the  work 
done  by  the  blind  was  held,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Massachusetts  Blind 
commission,  in  the  rooms  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  building.  Various  articles 
of  domestic  use  and  wearing  apparel 
were  exhibited.  M(rs.  Patrick  Kieran, 
chairman  of  the  local  committee  on  the 
blind,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Benjamin  B. 
Read,  was  in  charge  of  the  table  con- 
itaining  the  local  blind  work  and  real- 
ized large  number  of  sales.  Miss  Mar- 
garet Brayton,  Mrs.  Leeds  Burchard, 
Miss  Mary  Cummings  and  Miss  Mar- 
garet McWhirr  assisted  Miss  Cum- 
mings and  her  associate  worker  from 
the  commission  headquarters.  Mrs. 
Kieran  has  a  number  of  boxes  which 
have  been  sent  out  by  the  Massachu- 
setts branch  of  the  Permanent  Blind 
Relief  War  Fund,  and  will  place  them 
in  stores,  hotels  and  other  places 
where  the  public  may  contribute  to  the 
fund  for  the  erection  of  workshops 
where  the  thousands  of  men  who  have 
been  blinded  during  the  war  will  be 
taught  to  keep  themselves. 

Permanent  homes  must  be  provided 
and  kept  up,  and  it  is  proposed  to  build 
these,  together  with  workshops  and  ex- 
changes, whereby  the  work  of  these 
blinded  men  may  be  brought  into  a 
favorable  and  paying  market.  It  has 
already  been  proven  that  certain  arts 
and  trades  are  of  especial  adaptability 
ito    the    blind    and    once    these    afflicted 
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men  are  made  to  realize  that  there  is 
still  something-  left  for  them  to  do, 
they  lose  the  terrible  depression  which 
naturally  follows  their  misfortune,  and 
they  become  once  more  useful  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  The  funds  will 
be  returned  to  the  Boston  treasurer, 
Bartlett  Bros,  and  Co.,  60  StatestreejLi 
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Great  interest  was  shown  yesterday j 
in  the  exhibition  and  sale  of  the  work 
of  the  blind  under  the  auspices  of  tne 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Blind  at  the  Woman's  club  on  Walnut] 
street.  From  a  purely  artistic  point  of  I 
view,  the  exhibition  was  a  marvelous 
one  There  were  hangings,  bags,  run- 
ners for  tables,  scarfs  and  scores  ot 
other  articles  of  handwoven  fabrics, 
decorated  with  the  most  charming  de- 
signs in  colors.the  designs  and  the  col- 
orings absolutely  perfect.  There  were 
original  articles  of  wearing  apparel 
;such  as  knit  and  crochet  scarfs,  jack- 
ets, baby  sacques,  bootees,  slumber 
slippers  and  shawls,  beautiful  In  tex-  I 
ture  and  design,  and  there  were 
utility  bags  of  coarse  fabrics,  towels, 
holders,  dishcloths,  etc.,  that  were,  of 
course,  practical,  but  also  beautiful, 
because  of  their  neatness  and  fineness 
^J^sStitching.     Basketry,  woodwork  and 

^'■^as'hioned   rag   rugs,   made  of  new] 


and  nicely  colored  wool,  were  exam- 
ined with  interest,  and  best  of  all  met 
with  quick  sale, 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  exhibition 
the  tables  were  nearly  bare  and  a  g-ood 
round  sum  was  realized  to  be  turned 
back  to  the  afflicted  ones  who  had 
made  the  articles.  There  was  especial 
interest  shown  in  the  tables  where  the 
work  of  the  blind  was  displayed  and 
which  included  crocheted  and  knit  ar- 
ticles and  the  excellent  wet  and  dry 
mops  which  are  made  in  the  workshop 
for  the  blind  on  Second  street.  The 
commission  accomplished  a  wonderful 
work,  one  that  should  have  the  most 
generous  assistance  on  the  part  of  the 
public.  It  keeps  in  touch  with  the 
graduates  of  the  Perkins'  institute, 
furnishes  them  with  materials  and 
then  accomplishes  the  marketing  of  the 
finished  articles  by  sales  throughout 
the  state  similar  to  that  at  the  Wom- 
an's club  returning  to  the  makers  the 
resulting  sum,  minus  only  the  cost  of 
raw  materials. 

On  exhibition  yesterday  was  a 
pdsteboard  box  to  be  used  for  collec- 
tions for  the  British,  French  and  Bel- 
gian Permanent  Blind  Relief  War  Fund 
for  Soldiers  and  Sailors  It  is  pro- 
posed to  create  through  the  generosity 
and  sympathy  of  the  American  people 
a  lasting  and  practical  memorial  to 
the  brave  men  who  have  become 
blinded  in  the  service  of  the.ir  coun- 
try. They  are  the  most  pitiable  of  the 
world's  unfortunates,  for  they  cannot 
see  to  find  work,  nor  perform  work 
without  previous  instruction,  nor,  ex- 
cept through  outside  agencies,  sell 
their  work.  It  is  proposed  to  build 
permanent  houses,  workshops  and  ex- 
changes whereby  such  work  may 
find  a  paying  market-work  which  is 
especially  adaptable  to  the  blind,  such 
as  carpentry,  boot- repairing,  mat- 
making,  basketry,  weaving,  mat- 
tress-making, chair-caning,  typewrit- 
ing, massage,  telephony,  poultry 
farming  and  market  gardening.  Once 
these  stricken  ones  feel  that  there  is 
something  left  for  them  in  life,  they 
lose  their  '  ^rrible  depression,  and  set 
cheerfully  to  work  to  become  useful 
members  of  the  community. 

Large  sums  are  necessary  for  the 
instruction  needed,  the  purchase  of 
raw  material,  and  the  marketing  of 
articles  made.  The  promoters  of  the 
great  cause  plan  to  secure  the  fund 
necessary  through  the  smallest  con- 
tributions,  by  means  of  boxes  placed 
in  hotel  lobbies,  in  stores  and  other 
public  places,  where  the  sympathetic 
public  may  drop  their  pennies,  their 
.nickels,   their  dimes,   or  t*eir     dollarsj^ 


to  "buy  eyes  for  the  blind,"  as  is  the 
most  effective  appeal  printed  on  the 
boxes. 

Mrs.  Patrick  Kieran,  who  is  cliair- 
man  of  the  local  committee  on  blind 
work,  and  in  charge  of  yesterday's 
exhibition,  presided  at  the  local  table 
with  Mrs.  Benjamin  B.  Read.  At  the 
state  table  were  Miss  Margaret  Bray- 
ton,  Mrs.  Leeds  Burchard,  Miss  Mar- 
garet McWhirr  and  Miss  Mary  Cum- 
mings.  ______«^.- 
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Ousamequin  Club    \ 

The  Ousamequin  Club  met  Mouday 
at'ternoon  in  the  Town  Hall  There 
was  a  very  intfresVing  exhibition  and 
sale  of  handiwork  of  the  blind  including 
raffia  work,  wood-work^,,^g^oi«!r'  aod 
wo.derful  hand-woven  /ut.terials. 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Richards  called  a  business 
meetine  at  3.15.  Mrs.  McLean  read 
the  report  of  the  last  meeting-  A  re- 
quest was  read  from  the  Slate  Federa 
tioD  that  the  club  bhould  appoint 
a  Federation  secretary.  Mrs.  John  E. 
Flynn  was  elected  and  accepted  ibis 
office.  Miss  Snow  announced  that 
dainty  and  useful  Christmas  gifts  are 
now  on  sale  at  the  Woman's  Exchange. 
A  communication  was  read  from  the 
War  Children's  Relief  Fund  asking  tor 
contributions  for  Christmas. 

On  December  10,  the  annual  confer- 
ence of  the  art  committees  will  be  held 
at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  ai 
10.16 

The  afternoon's  program  was  in 
charge  of  Miss  Metcalf,  who  introduced 
Miss  Lucy  Wright,  general  superintend- 
ent Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  who  gave  an  exceedingly  iuter- 
e^Un^  talk  on  "Work  of  and  for  iiie 
blind."     She  gave  instances  of   causes, 


preveiitioD  and  help  for  bliudDess  avd 
|of  the  education  of  the  biiud.  Sde 
told  bow  tbe  Ma8Ba:;busett8  OommiR- 
sioD  for  tbe  Blind  often  urevents  total 
blindness  and  of  bow  tbeyi  leach  tbe 
biiud  to  read  and  work  and  tbeo 
findf  some  occupation  for  them  in 
tbe  world,  bbe  said  that  blind  people 
like  to  be  useful  and  enter  into  things 
just  as  well  as  other  people.  A  blind 
teacher  who  had  done  naucb  good  once 
said,  "I'ts  not  the  fact  thai  you  are 
blind  but  it*8  how  you  take  ic.  She 
told  uf  a  liitle  girl  thar  caoae  into  their 
office  who  bad  never  been  able  to  see 
across  the  street.  Alter  they  had  per- 
formed an  operation  on  her  ey^s,  she 
could  see  the  windows  iu  the  house 
acros^  the  street  and  al«>o  the  stars  for 
the  fir. •»t  time.  The  ^ial<^  <.ppropiiaifc8 
$100,OUO  a  year  for  this  work,  and  pri- 
vate contributions  amount    to   $125,000. 
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HELP  FOR  THE  B: 


Miss  Russell,  SuperiutSnde^irof 
the  Boston  Nursery  for  B&ioBabies 
and  Miss  Gale;,  Social  Worker  of  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  paid  a  visit  to  Bridgewater, 
on  Monday.  Their  object  was  to 
extend  the  benefits,  offered  by  the 
Commission  to  the  blind  people  of 
lOur  community. 

j  The  work  of  this  department  of 
lOur  state  government,  includes 
bringing  to  the  blind  and  to  those 
of  especially  defective  eyesight,  ex- 
pert medical  advice  and    treatment; 


education,  both  in  schools,  and  by 
private  tutors;  care  in  special  hos- 
pitals and  nurseries;  and  aid  in  in 
dustrial  activities.  A  most  helpful 
service  is  that  by  which  many  blind 
people  are  taught  in  their  own 
homes  to  read  and  do  handwork  of 
various  kinds,  both  to  relieve  the 
monotony  of  the  sightless  life,  and 
often,  to  aid  toward  self-support. 
This  department  maintains  factories, 
on  a  small  scale,  in  which  the  work 
is  done  by  the  blind. 

The  Commission  is  really  a  court 
of  appeal  for  the  blind.  It  stands 
ready,  in  every  possible  way,  to 
help  the  blind  people  of  our  state 
solve  their  problems  of  life,  and 
makes  a  personal  effort  to  meet  the 
needs  of  each  individual. 

Anyone  with  problems  of  this 
kind  to  solve  should  apply  directly 
to  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for 
the  Blind,  which  is  located  at  3A 
Park  street,  Boston,  or  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  of  the  Ousame- 
quin  club,  which  will  co-operate.       ^ 
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^a  Monday  of  this  week  two^^Wpte- 
sentatives  of  the  Massachusetts  Comrais- 
sionfor  Lhe  Blind  paida  visit  to  Uridge- 
water.  Iheir  purpose  was  to  extend 
the  benefits  offered  by  the  State  to  the 
blind  people  of  our  community.  The 
work  of  this  department  includes  several 
lines:  medical  aid;  care  in  hospitals  and 
nurseries;  and    educational     work,     in- 


eluding  both  reading  and,  tiainii.g  in  the 
industries.  One  especially  valuable  line 
of  work  is  that  of  sendintr  te^cheis  intn 
the  homes  to  teai.'b  reading  and  various 
kinds  of  handwork.  The  Commission  is 
a  centre  to  which  anyone  having  defec- 
tive eyesight  or  a  special  problem  rela- 
tive to  the  care  or  aid  of  the  blind  may 
appeal  for  advice  and  help.  Anyone 
wishing  information  should  ap^  ly  direct- 
ly to  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for 
the  Blind,  3  A  T'M'k  Street,  liogton,  or  to 
the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the 
Ousamequin  Club,  which  will  co-operate. 
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CHRISTMAS  CHEER 
FOR  THE  SHUT-INS 

Flower  Mission  Sends  Out 
600.  Filled  Baskets 


Hearts  of  the  Sicl(,  the  Blind  and 
the  Crippled  Gladdened 


The  sick,  the  blind  and  the  caipples  of 
Boston  are  gettinjr  the  first  taste  of 
their  Christmaw  joy  toda.v,  for  the  work- 
ers of  the  State  Flower  Mission  are 
sending-  out  their  basinets. 

And  those  baskets  are  different  from 
those  usually  distributed  at  Christmas 
time  by  the  many  orgauizations  working 
for  the  welfare  of  tne  community.  They 
are  distincti-s'cly  baskets  for  shut-ins, 
containing  choice  chickens,  jellies  and 
other  dainties  that  mean  so  much  to  the 
sick. 

Then  there  is  another  feature  in  l^eep- 
iiig  with  the  work  of  the  Flower  Mis- 
sion.     lOach    basket    is    prettily    deckeiii 


ivith  sprigs  of  fragrant  balsam,  holly  and 
othf^r  greeneries  foi-  the  brightening  of 
tiie  lionies  of  tho  recipients 

From  early  morning  until  noon  the 
bead  of  BoAvdoin  st,  near  tlic  Church  of 
the  Ne\v  Jerusalem,  from  where  the 
distribution  is  taking  placo,  \vas  fil'.cd 
witii  automobiles  loaned  for  tho  day. 
Dozens  of  Avorkers  from  tho,  many  or- 
ganizations througli  which  the  ^"'lower 
Mission  send  out  its  baskets  were  on 
hand,  and  without  delay  were  started 
off  with  their  loads  of  gifts. 

Nearly  600  baskets  were  distributed, 
under  direction  of  Mrs  t?amuel  Wright 
Sijupson.  State  Superintendent  of  the 
Flower  Mission.  Of  the  iotal,  168  were 
handled  by  the  Instructive  District 
Nursery  Association,  140  by  the  Massa- 
1,'husetts  Commission  for  the  Blind,  100 
by  the  Associated  CharitiesvT^r^w.siBB'ge 
number  by  Miss  Stark,  offshore  nurse 
of  the  Floating  Hospital  and  formerly 
superintendent  of  the  District  Nurses, 
and  the  balance  by  the  workers  of  the 
flower  Mission  itself. 
'  Besides  the  usual  dainties,  a  great 
store  of  pictures  for  sick  children, 
stockings  filled  with  candy  and  other 
gifts  designed  especially  for  the  little 
ones  were  sent  into  many  homes  in  the 
pity. 
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